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KUWAIT: More than 1,200 contract oil
workers, all expats, who downed tools
and stopped work Monday over unpaid
allowances ended the strike yesterday.
The men all work on a KOC project site
in Rawdatain, northern Kuwait. 

The Ministry of Labor ’s Public
Authority for Manpower convinced the
workers to return to work after the com-
pany agreed to pay them their dues.
Industrial action including strikes and
work stoppages by expatriates are ille-
gal in Kuwait.  

Abdullah Al-Mutawteh, Deputy
General Manager for Manpower
Protection, stated yesterday that the

authority exerted great efforts to make
the laborers end their strike. “The evalu-
ation and follow up inspector of the
work relations department Salem Al-
Ajmi, the head of the collective conflicts
department Mohammed Al-Azmi, and
head of the conflicts department in
Jahra Radaan Al-Hajiri went to the loca-
tion this morning [Tuesday] to resolve
the conflict peacefully,” he noted. 

“ The company employing these
workers promised to agree to all
demands of the workers. The authority
will follow up this case to make sure
that the company fulfills its promises in
order to protect the rights of the work-
ers, and on the other hand organize the
labor market,” added Mutawteh.

Expat contract oil
workers end strike 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

K U WA I T:  A  s e c u r i t y  c a m p a i gn
took place in Khaitan in the pres-
ence of Interior Ministry Assistant
Undersecretary for Operations Affairs
Maj Gen Jamal Al-Sayegh and partici-
pation of Assistant Undersecretary
for General Security Maj Gen Ibrahim
Al-Tarrah. The area’s surroundings
were cordoned off and suspicious
places were raided. The campaign
resulted in the arrest of 255 persons
in violation of residency laws, seven
wanted on criminal cases, nine on
civil cases, 50 absconders, 43 not car-
rying IDs and 70 with expired resi-
dencies. Seventy of the detainees are
unskilled laborers. One person was
carrying an expired visa, three had
entered the country illegally, and two
were arrested for vice crimes. All
those arrested were sent to con-
cerned authorities.

Drug trafficking
Land border officers arrested a
bedoon man for drug trafficking yes-

terday. A statement by the Interior
Ministry ’s security information
department said that Abdullah
Huwaidi, bedoon, was arrested fol-
lowing tips about his activity, and he
was caught with 253 Captagon
tablets. He was sent to concerned
authorities.

Jabriya campaign 
Hawally governorate’s prevention
department carried out an inspec-
tion campaign on investment build-
ing basements in Jabriya to make
sure they meet safety and security
standards. Kuwait Fire Services
Directorate (KFSD) said in a state-
ment that many grave violations
were discovered that constitute a
danger to residents of the buildings.
Acting Deputy Director General for
the Prevention Sector Brig Khalid
Fahd said inspection teams found
basements used for wrongful stor-
age, fire equipment that were not
operational and maintained, and
dangerous wiring that was exposed
and laid out randomly.

Hundreds arrested in Khaitan crackdown
KUWAIT: Scenes from a security crackdown carried out in Khaitan recently.

KUWAIT: Touring airport preparations for
the onslaught of the summer travel sea-
son, Minister of Communications and
Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Essa
Al-Kandari stressed yesterday the impera-
tive to have all airport-related streamlin-
ing projects completed in record time.

This came out in a press statement
issued by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), noting that the
minister examined the projects on the
expansion of departure and arrival halls,
and the increase in passenger service

counters to more than double their pre-
vious numbers.

Furthermore, the minister looked over
airport flight schedules, counseling officials
to space these schedules out so that there
would not be concentrations in some flight
times causing passenger congestion at
departure halls, said the statement. To ease
the burden of waiting for departing pas-
sengers, the (DGCA) has expanded two
waiting halls for such passengers where
they can wait in comfort for their departing
flights, said the statement. — KUNA

Minister urges extensive
preps for travel season

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Lawyer Adnan Ahmed Al-Shatti
yesterday filed a case accusing Finance
Minister and chairman of the Kuwait
Investment Authority Anas Al-Saleh and the
authority’s managing director Badr Al-Saad
of facilitating public funds violations. Shatti
claimed that Saad had deliberately prevent-
ed the investment authority from taking
part in a bidding called by Kuwait
Investment Company to increase the capital
of Kuwait National Company for Real Estate
Services and Investments to allow the
National Industries Group that is owned by
his brothers to purchase a considerable
amount of shares. 

Shatti’s accusations confirmed state-
ments recently made by the parliamentary
public fund committee chairman MP

Abdullah Al-Turaiji about Saad’s abuse of his
powers by having his brothers purchase
Kuwait National Real Estate Company shares
and preventing the state from making over
KD 40 million in profits. Shatti added that
Saad had a company he jointly owns with
his brothers to purchase a piece of land for
KD 4.2 million, then resold it to Kuwait
National Real Estate Co for KD 6.25 million.
“Saleh is responsible for Saad’s actions
because they are legally under his jurisdic-
tion,” he added.

Murder suspect remanded
The public prosecution yesterday referred

the suspect in the recent Sabah Al-Nasser
murder to juvenile detainment because he is
under 18. Notably, the suspect, a 16-year-old
Kuwaiti citizen, had a fight with an 18-year-
old citizen and stabbed him to death. 

Lawyer sues finance minister over
alleged public funds violations

This handout photo shows a man arrested for
drug trafficking.


