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KUWAIT: The New Kuwait-Phil ippines
International School (NKPIS) vowed to continue
operating in its current location even though
the Ministry of Education had given it notice to
vacate on April 28, 2016. In a statement sent to
Kuwait Times yesterday by NKPIS’ management,
it explained the problem was an old issue
between the ministry of education’s private
and qualitative sector and the school owner,
and that the matter is still in court. The school
management urged parents to continue to
entrust their children to the school’s manage-
ment and assured parents of continued aca-
demic excellence. 

In an announcement published by Kuwait
Times on Thursday, April 28, 2016, the education
ministry announced its intention to take neces-
sary measures to evict NKPIS (from its current
location in Jleeb Al-Shouyoukh) in accordance
with a ministerial decree issued on May 29, 2008.
The decision includes the eviction of NKPIS, that
uses part of the government Hassan bin Thabit
kindergarten, through administrative means.
The announcement specifically mentioned the

last day of school for the students as Thursday,
April 28, 2016.  

However, the school is open and students
continue to attend regular classes. “The NKPIS
management earnestly urges parents and stu-
dents to trust the school management as you
have entrusted your children to the school. The
school owner and its management have been
initiating proper and legal procedures for the
continuity of its quality education to children
of Overseas Filipino Workers and some other
nationalities in as much as its senior high
school program (Grade 11 and 12) with four
strands has just been approved and granted a
provisional government permit by the
Department of Education, Philippines,” the
school management said.

Assurances
It said the Philippine Embassy in Kuwait,

through Ambassador Renato Pedro O Villa, sup-
ports the school. “Further, Deputy Chairman
Talal Khalifa Al-Jeri and the Legal Manager of the
Om Al-Qura Educational Establishment
explained the issue to the parents sometime last
year and gave assurances that the children are in

good hands. Om-Al-Qura is the biggest educa-
tional establishment in Kuwait with 17 schools
and is capable of providing a place that can pro-
vide a better education to all the pupils and stu-
dents of NKPIS,” said school principal Dr Jesusa
Cristina V Puno, appealing to parents and stu-
dents to stay calm and leave the legal issue to
the school management. 

“On the other hand, I am happy because at
least we are not facing a legal battle related to
academics and quality of education or per-
formance of the school. It is merely about the
place we are currently occupying. As the princi-
pal of the school, I am not in a position to face
the legal battle - it is all in the hands of the
owner,” Puno said. 

Speaking to Kuwait Times on the phone,
Abdullah Al-Basri, General Manager of the
Ministry of Education’s Administration for Private
Education, said the ministry had cancelled the
school premises’ license. “We are sad to inform
the parents that the school premises has been
repossessed by the ministry of education. At any
time, we’ll retake that place, and have advised
parents to transfer their children to other
schools,” Basri said.

Classes continue as Filipino 

school faces legal battle  
Leave legal issue to school management: Principal 

A class painting activity last Monday inside the NKPIS multi-purpose hall

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor Hind Al-Subaih extoled highly
yesterday the presentation of  an
operetta titled ‘These are my Children’
by a group of people with special needs.
The minister was attending the stage
presentation of the operetta as part of
her ministry’s celebration of Kuwait as
capital of Islamic culture for 2016.

The sentence “These are my children”
was first enunciated by His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah which subsequently
became a catch phrase denoting the
kindness of His Highness the Amir to

his people, the people of Kuwait, said
Subaih, in a speech during yesterday’s
celebration.

She stressed in the speech the
necessity for national unity, for exercis-
ing values of tolerance, acceptance of
the other, and for working to ensure the
security and stability of the nation by
eschewing sectarianism and extremism.

She praised the contribution of peo-
ple with special needs in making a rous-
ing success of today’s operetta which,
among other things, was composed of
patriotic musical numbers and sketches
on themes of national unity. — KUNA

Operetta embodies

Kuwaitis’s unity: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister Hind Al-Subaih makes a speech during the celebration. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Cabinet condemned the
Syrian regime’s continued airstrikes on
gathering places of civilians, residential
areas and hospitals in Aleppo city over
the last days. During its weekly meeting
held late Monday under the chairman-
ship of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, the cabinet stressed that these
airstrikes, which killed and wounded
several innocents, including children,
violate all international charters and
humanitarian laws, and run counter to
Islam and all religions.

The ministers renewed their call for
the international community to put an
end to these humanitarian disasters
and brutal crimes committed by the
regime against the Syrian people.
Afterwards, they discussed the latest
political developments on both Arab
and international levels. It hoped a
speedy recovery for those injured and

stressed Kuwait’s firm stance which
rejects all criminal acts targeting the
innocents and destabilizing nations.

The ministers said the State of Kuwait
stressed that it stands side by side with
Turkey and Turkish people in the face of
criminal acts, and supports it in all meas-
ures taken to maintain its security. The
cabinet also condemned the blast that
hit Turkey’s Bursa city last Wednesday
and killed and wounded several victims.

E-governments
The ministers voiced their satisfac-

tion about the progress made by
Kuwait on the UN e-governments rank-
ing report of 2016. Kuwait advanced
from the 49th place in 2014 to the 40th
place in 2016 out of 193 countries, and
ranked third among the Arab Gulf
Cooperation Council states after
Bahrain and UAE.

Earlier, the cabinet reviewed the

President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev’s
letter to His Highness the Amir, which
addressed the bilateral relations and
ways to enhance them in political, eco-
nomic, and cultural fields. The cabinet
reviewed Malaysia’s Prime Minister
Najib Razak’s letter to His Highness the
Premier, which included an official invi-
tation to His Highness the Premier to
visit Malaysia.

Meanwhile, the cabinet reviewed
the outcome of the recent visit  of
Australia’s Governor-General Peter
Cosgrove and his accompanying dele-
gation to Kuwait, including his talks
with His Highness the Amir. The cabinet
also listened to Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Mohammed Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah’s explanation on the outcome of
his participation at the 17th consulta-
tive meeting of GCC interior ministers,
held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. — KUNA
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RIYADH: The GCC Finance Ministers are keen on enforc-
ing directives by the bloc’s leaders for achieving financial
and economic convergence among the member states,
for pushing ahead the wheel of joint action for more
integration and unity.

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Acting
Minister of Oil Anas Al-Saleh made the statement after
the conclusion of the 102nd GCC Financial and Economic
Cooperation Committee in Riyadh yesterday.

The meeting discussed several significant topics,
including two draft accords on value-added tax (VAT)
and selective tax in the GCC, Saleh said. He added that
the 36th session of the GCC Supreme Council  had
entrusted the committee with completing procedures
for approving and signing the two taxes by mid-2016
at the most.

Yesterday, the committee also tackled deleterious
goods in the member states, including tobacco, and the
importance of taking necessary measures to protect
people’s health. In the meantime, the GCC Ministers of

Finance will convene in an extraordinary meeting by the
end of  the month,  Saleh said.  The 102nd meeting
addressed the ongoing arrangements for the coming
GCC Consultative Summit. — KUNA

GCC ministers keen on financial,

economic convergence: Saleh

KUWAIT: The volume of trade
exchange between Kuwait and Turkey
stood at $600 million in 2015, Deputy
Director General of Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Hamad
Al-Omar said yesterday. In a statement
to the press during a meeting with a
Turkish commerce delegation, Omar
underscored the quality of Turkish
products, saying that they are on par

with international ones.
The meeting aimed to bolster

exceptional ties between both nations,
particularly in the realms of commerce
and industry, Omar noted. Moreover,
Omar said that the Turkish delegation
highlighted the importance of invest-
ing in Kuwait, as the country’s laws are
very conducive to doing business.

The Deputy Director General of KCCI

also noted that the country’s private
sector is capable of contributing to
economic and financial reforms, given
the sector’s expertise. Formed by way
of an edict issued in 1959, KCCI is a
public-benefit organization which
bears the hallmarks of a private sector
entity, as all companies that dabble in
foreign commerce are affiliated with
the chamber. — KUNA
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