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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
receives a written message from Saudi King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud,
delivered by Saudi Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Abdulaziz Al-Fayez.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with UAE’s Ambassador Rahma Hussein Al-Zaabi, who delivered a letter
from UAE Vice President Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
credentials of Cambodia’s Ambassador to Kuwait. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
credentials of Tanzania’s Ambassador to Kuwait.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
credentials of the Republic of Korea’s Ambassador to Kuwait.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
credentials of Albania’s Ambassador to Kuwait.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yester-
day received a written message from
Saudi King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.
The message, handed over to His Highness
the Amir by Saudi Arabia’s Ambassador to
Kuwait Dr Abdulaziz Bin Ibrahim Al-Fayez,

tackled brotherly ties between the two
countries and peoples, issues of common
concern and the latest developments on
regional and international scenes.

Also yesterday, His Highness the Amir
received a written message from UAE Vice
President, Prime Minister and Ruler of

Dubai Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum inviting Kuwait to take part in
the Expo 2020 Dubai, October 2020-April
2021. The UAE’s Ambassador to Kuwait
Rahma Hussein Rahma Al-Zaaabi handed
over the message to His Highness the
Amir.  Advisor at  the Amiri  Diwan

Mohammad Daifallah Sherar attended
both meetings. 

Meanwhile,  His Highness the Amir
received at Bayan Palace credentials of
newly-appointed ambassadors of Algeria,
Cambodia, Tanzania, Republic of Korea, and
Albania. Acting Prime Minister, Minister of

Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah attended the meetings.
Furthermore, His Highness the Amir and His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah separately
received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Amir receives messages from Saudi King, Dubai Governor

KUWAIT: Acting Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah
meets with UN envoy to Yemen Ismael Ould Cheikh Ahmed and GCC Secretary-
General Abdullatif Al-Zayani. — KUNA

Acting Premier meets UN
Yemen envoy, GCC chief

KUWAIT: Acting Premier and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah met UN envoy to
Yemen Ismael Ould Cheikh Ahmed and
GCC Secretary-General Abdullatif Al-
Zayani at Bayan Palace yesterday. During
the meeting, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled

and the GCC chief reiterated GCC sup-
port to the UN envoy’s efforts in Yemeni
peace talks held in Kuwait at present.
Acting Deputy Foreign Minister Ahmad
Nasser Al-Sabah and Assistant Foreign
Minister for Protocols Dhari Al-Ajran
attended the meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Saudi Arabia is working hard
to turn the society into a modern one,
based on knowledge economy, the
Kingdom’s Ambassador to Kuwait Dr
Abdulaziz bin Ibrahim Al-Fayez said. The
Saudi Vision 2030 is based on building
vibrant society, a thriving economy and
an ambitious nation, Fayez told a press
conference at the embassy yesterday.

The Kingdom is working on trans-
ferring its economy from a traditional
one based on a sole source of income
to another that lives on modern tech-
nical developments, the envoy said,
not ing that  the real  wealth  is  the
human element.

Openness to the world does not at all
imply that the Kingdom may offer con-
cessions whatsoever, Fayez stressed.
Referring to similar plans announced by
other Gulf states like Kuwait and the
UAE, he said that it is a “complementary
and symbiotic” matter. Any positive
developments in the Kingdom will be
reflected on sister countries like the GCC
members. He pointed to the unprece-
dented falls in oil  prices aid global
trends toward new and renewable ener-
gy, and stressed the necessity of inter-
acting with changes and diversifying
sources of income.

By 2030, the Saudi economy will have
undergone radical changes, Fayez said,
highlighting the Kingdom’s Arab and
Muslim pivotal role. Vision 2030 is an
ambitious plan that reflects enthusiasm
and keenness by the Saudi leadership to
promote the economy, he said. The
Vision envisages increasing capacity to

welcome Umrah visitors from 8 million
at present to 30 million annually, in addi-
tion to offering five per cent of the
Aramco for public prescription, he said.

On Saudi women, the ambassador
said that they had proved great success
in various fields, especially education,
and come to hold senior posts. Vision
2030 states that the “Saudi women are
yet another great asset. With over 50
percent of our university graduates
being female, we will continue to devel-
op their talents, invest in their produc-
tive capabilities and enable them to
strengthen their future and contribute
to the development of our society and
economy.” — KUNA

KUWAIT: Saudi Ambassador to Kuwait
Dr Abdulaziz Al-Fayez speaks during a
press conference at the embassy yester-
day. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Saudi Arabia working to
build modern society: Envoy

KUWAIT: Celebrating Kuwait as the capital of
Islamic culture for 2016 is a distinction that
requires public and private sectors and civil socie-
ty organizations to work hard to delineate that dis-
tinction to the rest of the world, a Kuwaiti official
said yesterday.

Chairing a meeting of the committee in charge
of organizing the events of the celebration,
Minister of Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah praised the National Council for
Culture, Art and Letters (NCCAL) on its efforts at
preparing special activities for this much-touted
occasion.

The meeting discussed the type of activities
that could be held during the month of Ramadan
to celebrate Kuwait as the capital of Islamic culture
for 2016. Also, the meeting examined ideas for a
logo commemorating this occasion and a propos-
al by the Central Bank of Kuwait regarding issuing
a commemorative gold coin to mark the occasion.

The Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (ISESCO) selected Kuwait to be the
capital of Islamic culture for 2016, along with two
other capitals, the city of Male in the Maldives, and
the city of Freetown in Sierra Leone. — KUNA

‘Capital of Islamic culture’ committee meets

KUWAIT: Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah heads a meeting of the
committee in charge of organizing the events of the celebration yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait remains steadfast in its
commitment to human rights, the Foreign
Ministry said yesterday, noting
that the issue of human rights is
“no longer a national issue, but
an international one.”

Assistant Foreign Minister for
Coordination Affairs Nasser Al-
Subaih made the remarks at a
workshop on the Arab tenets of
human rights, organized by the
ministry yesterday. Subaih
underscored Kuwait’s support
of laws dealing with human
rights, saying that such support
stems from an unwavering conviction.

Moreover, Chairman of the Arab

League’s human rights committee Dr Hadi
Al-Yami said that holding this workshop

helps to facilitate work on
human rights issues, as Kuwait is
set to issue its first report on
human rights.

Yami also described the
report as a monumental step
that will bring progress on the
issue of human rights. The work-
shop, which features participa-
tion of a number of Arab human
rights committees, tackles the
Arab charter on human rights, in
addition to discussions of

reports submitted by Arab nations on the
issue. — KUNA

Nasser Al-Subaih

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) won the ‘Bank of
the Year’ award from Arabian Business, one of the fore-
most business magazines in the region. This prestigious
award was received by Michel Accad, ABK’s Chief
Executive Officer, during a ceremony held on May 2nd,
2016 at the Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel. The
Arabian Business Achievement Awards recognize and
reward outstanding success, innovation and ethics in
the region and in Kuwait.

The ‘Bank of the Year’ award acknowledges the
Bank’s tremendous efforts in presenting its customers
with differentiated services and products through the
implementation of its unique ‘Simpler Banking’ strategy,
which aims to deliver a simple and straightforward cus-
tomer experience, while offering clients better security,
convenience and speed when managing their banking
needs. The Bank also made several transformations
throughout the past year, by deploying a series of
enhancements and new developments to its systems
and digital channels, along with substantial upgrades
to its HR systems. ABK also introduced its new business
strategy, vision and mission, coupled with the launch of
its core values: Transparency, Integrity, Simplicity and
Excellence - the four behavioral pillars around which
the Bank bases its approach. 

Commenting on the Award, Accad said: “It is an hon-
or to be named ‘Bank of the Year’ by Arabian Business
and to have our efforts and hard work recognized on a
regional level. 2015 was truly a transformational year
for us. We implemented some key business and service
initiatives, acquired a bank in Egypt, and witnessed our
‘Simpler Banking’ strategy materialize. 

“I would like to thank our Chairman, Talal Behbehani,
and our Board for the unwavering support they have
given us. I would also like to congratulate the ABK team
members and the various departments that worked
hand in hand to continuously deliver outstanding
results. This is proof of what we can accomplish as one
team and we are excited by ABK’s future prospects.”

ABK’s acquisition of Piraeus Bank Egypt (PBE), which
was completed in November 2015, is one of the major
milestones in the Bank’s development and growth.  The
new subsidiary will be rebranded ABK Egypt and the
new identity will be rolled-out over the entire 39
branch network in the first half of 2016. For more infor-
mation on Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait please visit
www.eahli.com or contact an ABK a customer service
agent via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899. 

ABK Awarded ‘Bank of the
Year’ by Arabian Business

KUWAIT: Michel Accad, ABK’s Chief Executive Officer and Fawzi Al-Thunaiyan receive the
award from Sheikh Mubarak Fahad Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

Kuwait steadfast in support
of human rights: Ministry


