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This file photo taken on April 16, 2014 shows the Chaumont-sur-Loire castle and the garden at Chaumont-sur-Loire.  The 25th edition of the International Garden Festival in Chaumont-sur-Loire starts tomorrow (May 4, 2016). — AFP 

Princess Charlotte
rakes in the gifts

on her 1st birthday

She may be too young to appreciate it, but
Britain’s Princess Charlotte has received
an extraordinary array of birthday gifts.

Kensington Palace officials say she received let-
ters and  gifts from 64 countries on her first
birthday yesterday. 

Some were early birthday presents given
during recent state visits by world leaders,
including President Obama, who with his wife
Michelle gave Charlotte a jigsaw puzzle and a
soft toy modeled on Bo, the White House dog. 

British Prime Minister David Cameron gave
the princess Hans Christian Andersen’s Fairy
Tales, and the prime minister of Canada, Justin
Trudeau, sent a snowsuit and a book. 

New Zealand sent teddy bears, blankets and
booties of native wool, the Chinese gave her a
set of silk figurines and the president of Mexico
sent a silver rattle. — AP

Behind a start line in a field in southern England, a
group of drivers rev their engines, raring to open
the throttle on noisy machines more used to cut-

ting grass than racing across it. For a few dedicated motor
sport lovers, Sunday marked the start of the British lawn-
mower racing season, in which participants drive laps
around a track in slightly souped-up sit-down mowers

with the blades removed. The championship, dreamt up
in a countryside pub in 1973, runs from May to October
and features three categories: roller-driven mowers;
wheel-driven mowers and wheel-driven lawn tractors. 

“It’s a little unusual, it’s not like jumping in a car and
turning the wheel and peddles and gears,” said Dean
Fuller, British Champion on the wheel-driven variety, at

the season’s first meeting in Surrey. You have got to learn
how you lean, how you brake, the different types of sur-
faces ... So it really does take three or four years before
you get the hang of (it).”  — Reuters

I t began as a routine assignment for the 20 men of the
Granite Mountain Hotshots.  Wielding picks,  axes,
shovels and chain saws, they set out to build a barrier

to protect homes and people from an Arizona wildfire
sparked by lightning. 

Within hours, their mission ended in tragedy. Fifty mph
winds set off by a powerful thunderstorm had changed
direction, fanning a raging fire that raced down Yarnell Hill,
cutting off the crew’s escape route and trapping the men in
a canyon. Nineteen of them perished, the bodies found in
portable fire shelters that were no match for the 2,000-
degree heat. The death toll of professional wildland firefight-
ers was the largest in more than a century. The only survivor
was the assigned lookout who barely escaped the flames.

In this riveting and poignant narrative, Fernanda Santos
introduces the reader to a brave band of men, most of them
in their 20s, who battle destructive wildfires that pose a
mounting threat as developers in the West build vacation
and retirement homes in areas where urban boundaries
intersect with fire-prone woods and brush.  Based in
Prescott, Arizona, Granite Mountain was one of 107 elite
Hotshot crews in the U.S. at the time of the 2013 fire and the
only one run by a municipality.

Its members are deployed around the country, riding in
10-seat, diesel-powered “buggies” that transport them to the
fires.  Once there, their task is to fell trees, hack away brush
and cut roots to build a fire line that can block the flames. It’s
a task that demands strength, endurance and teamwork. The
pay is meager - rookies received $12.09 an hour - and crew

members relied on long hours of overtime during fire season
to make ends meet. Santos, the Phoenix bureau chief for The
New York Times, covered the Yarnell Hill story and was taken
with the stories of victims she admired but never met. She
bonded with family members to learn about the lives of
these fallen firefighters, some of them “second chancers”
who saw the physical challenge and discipline of the job as a
path toward overcoming earlier stumbles that ranged from
alcoholism or drug addiction to minor crimes.

The author also walked the walk, taking two courses at a
wildfire management academy in Prescott that many of the
Granite Mountain crew had attended. She donned flame-
resistant clothing, wielded the tools of the Hotshots’ trade,
cut fire line in the wild and even practiced deploying an
emergency shelter that she carried along with a loaded
backpack.

The product of her efforts is a gripping account of one
of the nation’s most deadly wildfires and an inspiring look
at the men who put their lives on the line and the loved
ones they left behind. The book is reminiscent of Norman
Maclean’s classic “Young Men and Fire” that told of the 1949
Mann Gulch fire in western Montana that killed 13 firefight-
ers, and his son John’s story of the 1994 South Canyon fire
in Colorado that took 14 lives. Santos has turned out a wor-
thy addition to the genre. — AP

New book about US wildfire 
that killed 19 firefighters

Lawnmower racing season kicks off

Ready, Steady, Mow! 

In this undated handout photo released on
Sunday, May 1, 2016 by Kensington Palace,
Britain’s Princess Charlotte poses for a photo-
graph, at Anmer Hall, in Norfolk, England.
The princess celebrated her first birthday
yesterday. — AP


