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IWG’s calendar of events
Scenes from IWG’s Christmas event.

By Ben Garcia

Relocating to another country holds
expected and unexpected challenges,
not only because of the weather and a

new environment, but also customs, dialects
and even lifestyles. For women to adjust in all
aspects of life, they need the right support
and connections with the right people and
locals.  Thus the International Women’s Group
(IWG) was created. The Queen of Denmark was
the founder of this group and she remains the
titular head of the international organization.

Most of the members and people involved in
the group are wives of diplomats. In Kuwait,
the International Women’s Group (IWG) was
formed in 1989. But months after its establish-
ment, Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait and the
group stopped briefly until regrouping again
after the liberation in 1991. “The objective of
creating this group is to care for diplomatic
wives from other countries. They need help in
understanding all about the country, places
and people,” said Narjes Al-Shatti, who joined
the group in 1993 and become its official coor-
dinator. From a few founding members, the

numbers have grown to over 150 and its activ-
ities span many events. IWG has held several
activities since its inception, from lectures
about culture and people to entertainment
and visits to the most important places of
interest.  This year, according to Shatti, they
invited a speaker from the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters to present a narrative
on Kuwait being named the capital of Islamic
culture. “We talked about the role of Muslim
women in building the country. We invited
ladies from other Islamic countries too to elab-
orate the role of women in their respective

countries. Last month, we also held a lecture
about Islamic textiles and the role played by
women,” she said.  

Ambassador’s wives also promote their
country’s cuisines, dances, clothes and even
the history of women. “They are doing the
most wonderful job to promote their country
and also build networks. At the IWG, we also
give privileges to ambassadors’ wives if they
want to hold a special day for their country,
and we provide the venue,” Shatti added.  

The main activity of the organization is the
monthly general meeting of all members and

officers, and they hold an excursion. “Last
month we traveled to Bahrain, which is part of
our excursion program to introduce the ladies
to many local spots, including palaces. IWG
helps a lot in introducing these ladies to our
culture,” she said. 

IWG’s calendar of events this year includes
Mexico, Jordan, Peru and Russia days,
Christmas, New Year’s Day and Mother’s Day.
In June, the organization will showcase the
ghabqa, a Ramadan special by IWG. 

—This is part 1 of the report, and part
two will be published tomorrow

Pictures from IWG’s Mexico event.

Pictures from IWG’s Spanish event.


