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CHICAGO: Playground concussions are on the rise,
according to a new government study, and mon-
key bars and swings are most often involved. Most
injuries studied were mild, but all concussions are
potentially serious and the researchers say the
trend raises public health and safety concerns.

The federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention study examined national 2001-2013
data on playground injuries to kids aged 14 and
younger who received emergency-room treat-
ment.  Of almost 215,000 kids on average treated
yearly, almost 10 percent - about 21,000 annually -
had traumatic brain injuries including concussions.
Only nonfatal injuries were included. Here are
some key findings, published online Monday in
Pediatrics:

Climbing Rates
In 2005, 23 out of 100,000 kids had traumatic

brain injuries, a rate that jumped to 48 out of
100,000 in 2013. The rate declined in the previ-
ous years but increased steadily after that. By
2013, the annual total was almost 30,000 kids

treated for these brain injuries. The rise may
mean parents are becoming increasingly aware
of the potential seriousness of concussions and
the need for treatment. It’s also possible more
k ids are using playground equipment,  the
researchers said.

The Injuries
Only 3 percent of kids with concussions were

hospitalized or transferred elsewhere for addi-
tional treatment; 95 percent were sent home
after ER treatment. Half of the head injuries were
in kids ages 5 to 9 and injuries were more com-
mon in boys.  Symptoms weren’t listed but signs
of concussions after a blow to the head can
include headaches, dizziness, confusion, nausea
and vomiting.

Concussion Basics
Concussions are a type of traumatic brain injury

typically resulting from a blow to the head that jos-
tles the brain and temporarily disrupts brain func-
tion. Symptoms can last days or weeks and while

most kids completely recover, repeated blows to
the head have been linked with brain damage -
most notably in some retired NFL players.

Dr. Jeneita Bell, a CDC brain injury specialist
who co-authored the study, said the results high-
light “that sports is not the only important cause of
concussions and other traumatic brain injuries for
children.”

Tips
Playground equipment most commonly

involved in concussions included monkey bars and
swings. The study lacked details on how kids got
hurt but many concussions result from falls and the
researchers’ recommendations include using soft
ground surfaces including wood chips or sand,
rather than concrete.

The researchers said adult supervision is key to
helping prevent these injuries. They also recom-
mend checking to make sure playground equip-
ment is in good condition. Bell also recommends
reading playground signs “and using playground
equipment that is right for your child’s age.” — AP 

Monkey bars alert: Playground concussions are on the rise

In this  file photo, children take advantage of warmer weather, as they play on a play-
ground at sunset in Armstrong Park, in Lafayette, Ind. Playground concussions are on the
rise, a government study found, and monkey bars and swings are most often involved.
Most injuries  were mild, but the researchers say the trend raises public health and safety
concerns. —AP

SEOUL: British consumer goods company Reckitt
Benckiser apologized yesterday for selling deadly dis-
infectants that killed or injured hundreds of people,
five years after the government ordered the company
to remove the products from shelves for health risks.

Ata Safdar, head of the company’s Korean division,
said the company accepted responsibility and wanted
to make amends. He spoke at a news conference,
where he was interrupted by angry and tearful victims
and family members who cursed and hit him.

A teenager with a big, green oxygen tank, and four
other people who were apparently victims or their
families, walked to the stage to confront Safdar. “Can
you save the child? What are you going to do?” said a
woman, in a scene broadcast live on television. “Why
did it take so long?” a man asked.

Safdar said the company will come up with a plan
to compensate victims. It will also provide 10 billion
won ($8.8 million) to a humanitarian fund for them,
including 5 billion won it pledged two years earlier. He
called the day “an important milestone in achieving
progress for victims.”

Apology rejected
But the victims and families rejected the apology,

appealing to the South Korean public to punish
Reckitt Benckiser with a boycott. In a press confer-
ence outside the prosecutors’ office, victims and

campaigners lined up the products made by Reckitt
Benckiser and asked the public not to buy them. 

The apology came as South Korean prosecutors
were investigating Reckitt Benckiser and about a
dozen other companies for selling or manufacturing
unsafe disinfectants. Earlier the company had
refused to take responsibility. 

In a separate statement after the press confer-
ence, civic groups representing the victims said they
planned to file a complaint against Rakesh Kapoor,
the British company’s chief executive officer, and the
company’s seven other board members for failing to
conduct safety tests before the disinfectant’s launch
in 2001 and until sales were discontinued in 2011.

The victims have already filed a complaint
against 10 disinfectant manufacturers and 19 com-
panies that sold the products. The health risks from
the disinfectants came to attention in 2011 with
mysterious lung ailments that killed pregnant
women. Later that year, authorities said the chemi-
cals PHMG and PGH in the disinfectants that many
South Korean households used to cleanse humidi-
fiers were to blame.

Nearly all households in South Korea use a
humidifier during the dry winter season. Many vic-
tims were children and pregnant women who had
the most exposure to the chemicals emitted by their
home humidifiers.

Victims compensated
South Korea’s government said it would compen-

sate 221 confirmed victims, 95 of whom died. Another
309 people were denied government compensation
on the grounds they had not proven their sicknesses
were linked to the chemicals. Civic groups said the
government tally understates the number of victims.
They estimate that the disinfectants killed 239 and
injured 1,289. Officials are investigating and expect
more applications for compensation. Reckitt Benckiser
sold millions of bottles of liquid disinfectant, called
Oxy Ssak Ssak, containing the harmful chemicals for
about a decade and was blamed for 100 deaths.

A report posted by the US National Institutes of
Health says the chemical PHMG can pose “a critical
health hazard when inhaled in the form of droplets.”
The NIH has also recorded acute toxic effects for both
PHMG and PGH. An Australian court recently ordered
Reckitt Benckiser to pay 1.7 million Australian dollars
($1.3 million) in penalties after ruling that the compa-
ny misled consumers about the effectiveness of a
popular painkiller.

The Federal Court ruled the company deceived
Australians by selling Nurofen painkillers marketed as
relief for specific ailments, such as back pain and peri-
od pain, when all of the products contained an identi-
cal amount of the same active ingredient, ibuprofen
lysine. — AP
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YEMASSEE, South Carolina: Nineteen
monkeys made a break from a compound
on the South Carolina coast, but freedom
was fleeting. Local media outlets report
the monkeys escaped from the Alpha
Genesis center Sunday afternoon and six
hours later all had been recaptured. Alpha
Genesis operates two facilities near
Beaufort, South Carolina, where it has
5,000 monkeys, many sold for medical
research. 

Yemassee Pol ice Chief  Gregor y
Alexander says a broken or a loose cage
door led to the escape. Alexander says
it’s not the first time it’s happened, but
generally the monkeys return to the
compound because they know that’s
where there’s food. US Department of
Agriculture records show that two years
ago 26 monkeys escaped. All were recap-
tured but two facility employees were
fired. — AP

AIX-EN-PROVENCE, France: A French appeal
court yesterday upheld a four-year prison sen-
tence for the founder of PIP, the company that
manufactured defective breast implants that
caused a health scare across Europe and
South America.

The court in the southern city of Aix-en-
Provence confirmed the fraud conviction
against Poly Implant Prothese (PIP) founder
Jean-Claude Mas, 76. The court also upheld
the 2013 trial’s sentence that Mas must pay
75,000 euros ($86,000) and be banned for
life from working in medical services or run-
ning a company.

Mas also faces two other pending legal
cases, one for involuntary manslaughter

and another linked to the financial implica-
t ions of  the scandal.  The scandal  f i rst
emerged in 2010 after doctors noticed
abnormally high rupture rates in women
with PIP implants. 

It gathered steam worldwide in 2011, with
some 300,000 women in 65 countries
believed to have received the faulty implants.
In France alone, 18,000 women had PIP
implants removed because of a risk of rupture
or because they had become uncomfortable.
In the appeal, which had to be held in a con-
gress centre to accommodate all the plaintiffs,
Mas denied that the implants made by his
company from industrial oil carried any health
risk. — AFP

SEOUL: Ata Safdar, head of British firm Reckitt Benckiser Korea, bows dur-
ing a press conference yesterday. British consumer goods company
Reckitt Benckiser has apologized and accepted responsibility for selling
deadly disinfectants that killed or injured about 180 people. 

SEOUL: A relative of a victim in the British disinfectant case complains to
Ata Safdar, head of British firm Reckitt Benckiser Korea, right, during a
press conference yesterday. British consumer goods company Reckitt
Benckiser has apologized and accepted responsibility for selling deadly
disinfectants that killed or injured about 180 people. — AP photos
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FRANCE: Poly Implant Prothese (PIP) founder Jean-Claude Mas (L) waits at the court-
house yesterday in Aix-en-Provence, prior to his appeal trial, after having been sen-
tenced in an initial trial to four years of imprisonment for allegedly selling faulty breast
implants that sparked global health fears. France upheld the jail term for Mas.  — AFP


