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Warriors cruise as Heat 
and Raptors book clash

OAKLAND, California: Portland Trail Blazers’ Damian Lillard (0) drives past Golden State Warriors’ Harrison Barnes (bottom left) and Shaun
Livingston (34) during the second half in Game 1 of a second-round NBA basketball playoff series on Sunday.— AP 

LOS ANGELES: David Backes scored the
winner halfway through over time
Sunday to lift the St. Louis Blues to a 4-3
win over the Dallas Stars in game two of
their second round NHL playoff series.
With the Blues on the powerplay,
Alexander Steen’s init ial  shot was
stopped by Dallas goaltender Antti
Niemi, but American Backes found the
loose puck and tapped it home to even
the best-of-seven series at one game
apiece. “We just stuck with it found a
way to win,” said Backes. “We learned we
have to stay on our toes. The guys were
battling their butts off and Moose (Brian
Elliott) made some big saves.” The Blues
scored 17 seconds into the man advan-
tage with France’s Antoine Roussel sit-
ting in the penalty box after being
called for interference. Dallas Stars cap-
tain Jamie Benn scored the game-tying
goal with 2:36 remaining in regulation.
Benn scored off a rebound with heavy
traff ic in front of the St.  Louis net.
Canadian Benn was held without a
point in game one. Troy Brouwer had a
goal and an assist during regulation
time for the Blues, who got goals from
Patrik Berglund and Joel Edmundson.

Alex Goligoski and Mattias Janmark
scored in regulation time for Dallas,
which got two assists from Cody Eakin.
It was a rough day for goaltenders as St.
Louis scored on its first two shots of the
game and on three of five shots in the
first  period on Dallas star ter Kari
Lehtonen. Niemi came on in relief and
stopped 19 of 20 shots. Then early in the
third, the game was delayed for several
minutes after a Jason Spezza drilled a

slap shot from the right side which
exploded into the face mask of St. Louis
goalie Elliott. After being attended to by
a member of the Blues training staff,
Elliott’s facemask was repaired, a con-
tact that popped out was found and he
remained in the game.

Sharks top Predators 
In San Jose, Joe Pavelski scored the

go-ahead goal with 2:40 remaining and
Martin Jones finished with 37 saves as
the Sharks defeated the Nashvil le
Predators 3-2 for a 2-0 series lead.
Pavelsk i  also assisted on Logan
Couture’s powerplay goal late in the
second period, and Joe Thornton added
an empty-net goal with 55.6 seconds
remaining -  a goal that proved the
game-winner when Nashville’s Ryan
Johansen scored with 3.2 seconds to
play. The Predators had leveled the
score at 1-1 at 12:56 of the third, when
defenseman Mattias Ekholm’s snap
shot from inside the blue line got past
Jones. Pavelski’s goal was his sixth of
the playoffs and first of this Western
Conference second-round series. He
gathered a loose puck in front of the
crease after a shot by Matt Nieto, tap-
ping in the rebound. Couture’s goal
came less  than a  minute af ter  the
Predators were penalized for having
too many men on the ice. Defenseman
Roman Josi, realizing his team had six
skaters on the ice, tried in vain to pre-
vent the penalty by climbing over the
boards in front of the Sharks’ bench.
The series now shifts to Nashville for
games three and four. — AFP 

Blues level with Stars, 
Sharks down Predators

DALLAS: Dallas Stars goalie Antti Niemi (31) deflects a shot during the second period
of Game 2 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Western Conference semifinals against the
St Louis Blues on Sunday. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: Klay Thompson and Draymond
Green made sure the Golden State Warriors
barely missed injured superstar Stephen Curry
on Sunday in a 118-106 victory over Portland in
the first game of their NBA Western Conference
second-round playoff series. Thompson scored
37 points and Green notched the first post-sea-
son triple-double of his career as the reigning
champion Warriors leapt to a quick lead and
never looked back on their home floor in
Oakland, California. Thompson drained a three-
pointer 17 seconds into the contest and the
Warriors rolled from there.

Thompson scored 18 of his 37 points in the
first quarter - when Portland scored just 17
points total. The Warriors led 37-17 after the first
frame, and the Trail Blazers never got the gap
under nine points. Australian big man Andrew
Bogut delivered a double-double of 10 points
and 12 rebounds, as did Harrison Barnes. Shaun
Livingston, starting in place of Curry, chipped in
12 points and six assists. Curry watched from the
sidelines, and indicated he’d like to be back on
the floor by game three next Saturday. Golden
State coach Steve Kerr was making no promises
about the return of Curry, who sprained a knee
ligament in game four of the first-round series
against Houston. But his Warriors are managing
just fine without the NBA’s reigning Most
Valuable Player. “It helped us to have to play
most of the Houston series without Steph,” Kerr
said. “We just got into a good groove, and that
carried over to tonight. Our guys have an under-
standing of how we have to play without Steph.”

Green said the Warriors won’t expect Damian
Lillard, CJ McCollum and the rest of the Trail
Blazers to struggle so much in every game. But
he’s confident the Warriors have what it takes to
beat them, with or without Curry. “Listen, we
know they’re not going to have games like this
every night,” Green added of a Blazers team
whose five starters made just 23 of 75 attempts.
“But if we can make them take tough shots ... we
think they’ll wear down throughout the course
of the series.”

Raptors Hold Off Pacers 
While the Warriors were setting a tone for the

second round, the Toronto Raptors and Miami
Heat finally wrapped up first-round series victo-
ries to set up an Eastern Conference semi-final
showdown. In Toronto, DeMar DeRozan scored
30 points and the Raptors held off the Indiana
Pacers 89-84 to win their first-round series four
games to three, while the Heat thumped the
Charlotte Hornets 106-73 in game seven of their
series. Toronto’s first post-season series triumph
since 2001 ended the longest active drought
between playoff series wins. It was also the
Raptors’ first win in a seven-game series, rather
than a five-game set. “I think everybody wrote
the Raptors off and gave us up for dead,” Toronto
coach Dwane Casey said of the reaction to the
Raptors’ failure to close out the series in game
six. “But that locker room is full of fighters and
scrappers.”

The Raptors needed that fight in the fourth
quarter, when a 16-point lead dwindled to three
with 2:36 to play. The Pacers had the ball with
26.9 seconds remaining and the Raptors’ lead
still at three, but Toronto got a defensive stop.
DeRozan made two free throws to build the lead
to five with 6.5 seconds remaining. “We stunk it
up in the fourth quarter,” admitted Casey, who
thought the emotion of the game might have
added to his players’ fatigue. “It wasn’t pretty,
but our defense carried us down the stretch.”

Slovenian point guard Goran Dragic was the
star in Miami, scoring a game-high 25 points.
Britain’s Luol Deng added 15, Dwyane Wade
scored 12 points and Hassan Whiteside pro-
duced 10 points, 12 rebounds and five blocks for
the Heat, who had trailed 3-2 in the series.
Hornets guard Kemba Walker meanwhile, was
held to just nine points on three-of-16 shooting
and had three turnovers. “I’m not a prophet, but
I knew we were winning this game,” Wade said.
“This team has had opportunities all season to
cave and every time when we have been in that
situation we have somehow prevailed.” — AFP 

PUNTA DE LOBOS, Chile: Ramon Navarro
is one of the world’s top big-wave surfers,
but this fisherman’s son still has a place in
his heart for the spot where he learned his
trade - a stretch of Chilean coastline he is
now fighting to save. Navarro, a wiry 37-
year-old with the deeply tanned face of
those who have spent their lives on the
sea, is from Punta de Lobos, a remote,
rocky stretch of coast in central Chile. He
remembers it as an unspoiled paradise of
fierce waves where fishermen like his
father shared the coast with sea turtles,
sea lions, birds and llamas.

But in recent years, a burst of develop-
ment has brought construction cranes,
real estate speculators and tourists to the
area, and the coastline is increasingly bro-
ken up by hotels, houses and restaurants.
That is threatening the ecosystem, the
wild beauty of the region and the liveli-
hood of local fishermen, environmentalists
say. The small-scale fishermen in Punta de
Lobos who make their living from the
ocean complain it is ever more difficult to
access through this labyrinth of private
properties - despite Chilean law that guar-
antees public access to all beaches on the
country’s long Pacific coast.

“In Chile, they say the sea belongs to all
Chileans, but it ’s far from true,” says
Navarro, a prize-winning big-wave special-
ist who currently stands 12th in the world
rankings and finished runner-up in the
2011 world tour. Fearing for the future of
his home break, he launched an online
campaign to raise awareness and funds,
seeking to buy up as much land as possi-
ble and save it from development. He has
already raised more than $270,000
through his website, lobosporsiempre.org.

He is also lobbying for a strong law to

protect the Chilean coast. “My vision of the
ocean isn’t just to go in and catch a wave.
It’s different. I try to understand why that
wave was generated and make people
understand that if we take care of this
place, that wave can have economic
potential for the region,” he told AFP.

‘Tearing Down Walls’ 
Navarro has traveled the world riding

the largest waves on Earth, surfing in
spots as far-flung as Antarctica for his
sponsors, which include energy drink
maker Red Bull and outdoor gear compa-
ny Patagonia. His career has taken him a
long way from his hometown, in more
ways than one. “It was hard for my family
to understand the idea of trying to live off
surfing. People here saw surfers as out-
siders who came with money and a board
to have parties and do drugs,” he said. To
become a professional surfer, he had to
“tear down a lot of walls,” he said.

Now he is trying to do the same with
his environmental campaign. He is backed
by the Save the Waves Coalition, a US-
based advocacy group dedicated to pro-
tecting the coastline and the world’s surf-
ing zones. The group has declared Punta
de Lobos, which is hosting a stop on the
World Surf League’s Big Wave Tour this
year, a “world surfing reserve.” Navarro is
fighting to make that designation more
than just a name on paper. In a first big
victory, he has convinced an anonymous
buyer to purchase the 2.5 hectares that
make up the rocky point of Punta de
Lobos, where the area’s waves are at their
gnarliest. The buyer has agreed to donate
the land to Navarro’s foundation, which
plans to reforest it and turn it into a natu-
ral park. — AFP 

Dos Santos on target as 
Galaxy draw with KC

K ANSAS CITY:  Giovani  dos Santos
marked his inclusion in Mexico’s pre-
l iminar y squad for  the 2016 Copa
America Centenario by scoring the
equalizer in Los Angeles Galaxy’s 1-1
draw with Spor ting Kansas City on
Sunday. Dos Santos has not played for
Mexico s ince Juan Carlos  Osorio
became coach last October but his
form in Major League Soccer, where he
has scored four goals in three games,
saw the 26-year- old named in the
national side’s 40-man squad.

Brad Davis put Kansas City ahead in
the 30th minute before Gyasi Zardes
sent dos Santos in on goal three minutes
before the break and the Mexican fin-
ished with a delightful chip over goal-

keeper Tim Melia. “It was motivation,”
dos Santos. “It has been a dream since I
was a kid. I will continue to work hard
and hopefully I get called up to the
national team.” Galaxy survived the final
20 minutes after going down to 10 men
when defender Ashley Cole received a
second yellow card in the 70th minute.

In Sunday’s other game, Diego Valeri
celebrated his 30th birthday by curling
home a 25-yard free kick in the 74th
minute, giving defending champions
Portland a 2-1 home win over Toronto
FC. Portland’s Fanendo Adi opened the
scoring in the 17th minute with his sev-
enth goal of the campaign before
Timbers’ captain Will Johnson equalized
five minutes before half-time. — Reuters 

PORTLAND: Portland Timbers forward Lucas Melano (26) is tripped by Toronto FC
defender Damien Perquis (24) during the first half of an MLS soccer game on
Sunday. —AP 

Chilean surfing star on a
quest to save home coast

PUNTA LOBOS, Chile: This photo taken on March 16, 2016 shows Chilean surfer Ramon
Navarro preparing to enter the sea. — AFP 


