
MADRID: Former world number one Roger Federer has pulled out of this
week’s Madrid Open with a back injury. The Swiss great
travelled to the Spanish capital for the tournament but
was unable to practice yesterday and announced his
withdrawal. Federer, however, said he would be
back for the Rome Masters next week. “I don’t want
to take more chances as I know I’m not going to be
fully ready for Wednesday,” he added, referring to
his opening match. “I would rather play it safe and
rest up now and get ready for Rome. I’m sorry to the
tournament for coming and leaving without
playing.” Federer said he was not worried
about his preparations for the French
Open that starts on May 22. “I’ve
been doing a lot of practice on clay,”
the world number three explained.
“I don’t always need a lot of match-
es to feel 100 percent ready.”
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JOHANNESBURG: Former Springboks scrum-half, skipper
and coach Cornelius ‘Nelie’ Smith died yesterday in Cape
Town of heart failure aged 81, the South African rugby body
said. He won seven caps between 1963 and 1965 against
Australia, France and New Zealand, scoring a try and kicking
three penalties.  Four of the Test appearances were as captain
having succeeded Abie Malan. Smith coached the
Springboks between 1980 and 1981, winning 12 of 15 Tests,
and served as a national team selector for a decade. He also
took his coaching skills abroad to guide Ballymena in Ireland
and Rovigo in Italy. “Nelie was one of the best,” said South
African Rugby president Oregan Hoskins. “It is only a select
few who play for, captain and coach the Springboks. “His rug-
by knowledge was massive and touched the lives of thou-
sands of players over the many years he coached. “His
approach to basics like fitness and handling was well known
and many players will remember his driving maul techniques
with a smile today.” 
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MADRID: Real Madrid’s talismanic forward Cristiano
Ronaldo is set to face Manchester City in tomorrow’s

Champions League semi-final second leg after coming
through training yesterday. The Portugal marksman

has missed Real’s last three games, including last
week’s goalless first leg in Manchester, with a ham-

string strain. Ronaldo completed a full training
session yesterday for the first time since being
injured against Villarreal on April 20. He has net-
ted 47 goals in all competitions this season and
is the leading scorer in the Champions League
with 16, one shy of his record from Real’s victori-

ous 2013-14 campaign. Fellow striker Karim
Benzema could only do running work yesterday and

is still a doubt with a hamstring problem. Midfield
anchorman Casemiro received a knock in Saturday’s

1-0 La Liga win at Real Sociedad but is
expected to face City.
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IRVING, Texas: Jenny Shin poses with the trophy after her two-stroke victory at the Volunteers of America Texas Shootout at Las Colinas Country
Club on Sunday. —AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Jenny Shin became the third first
time winner on the USLPGA Tour this year, coming
from behind to close with a four-under 67 Sunday
and win the Texas Shootout tournament. “I was real-
ly nervous on the last hole,” said South Korea’s Shin.
“Right now I have nothing on my mind, I have
absolutely nothing. I think it will hit me when every-
thing is over and when I get on a plane and home
to my mom.” It took the 23-year-old Shin 135 starts
since turning pro in 2010 to record her first victory.
Her best showing prior to Sunday was finishing run-
ner-up at the 2012 HSBC Women’s Champions to
Angela Stanford, who beat Shin in a playoff.

Shin played the final 43 holes at the Dallas-area
Las Colinas Country Club bogey free as she fin-
ished at 14-under 270. She was two strokes in
front of fellow South Koreans Amy Yang (71) and
Hur Mi-Jung (71) as well as American Gerina Piller -
who led heading into the final round but closed
with a two-over 73. Asian players took nine of the
top 12 spots on the final leaderboard, including
seven South Koreans in that group. Shin joins
compatriot Jang Ha-Na and Japan’s Haru Nomura
as first time winners in 2016 and will jump from
38th to 24 in the world rankings. Shin launched
her 67 with three birdies in the first five holes,
quickly whittling away at the four-shot deficit she
faced at the start of the round. “I was chasing the
leader all week so looking at the leaderboard
didn’t get me nervous at all,” Shin said. “I practiced
a lot of three footers the first two days because I
kept hitting it too far past, and I know that I’ve
made almost every single one of them so that real-
ly helped me with my confidence and I had a lot of
them coming down the last six holes. “As soon as I
made the first one I went ‘OK, I know I’ll make the
second one and make the third one,” added Shin.

Piller, meanwhile, opened her round with the
first of her five bogeys. “I mean, the conditions are
pretty tough, so it definitely wasn’t a cakewalk out
there,” Piller said. The pins were really, really tough
today and it’s tough to get them close, especially
coming in. “But I’ve taken nothing but good things
away from this week. That was my first time ever
holding the lead, especially for two rounds, so it’s
just more confidence that I’m adding to what I
already have.” —AFP 
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MADRID: World number five Victoria
Azarenka extended her winning streak to
16 matches with a comfortable 6-3, 6-2 vic-
tory over France’s Alize Cornet to reach the
third round of the Madrid Open yesterday.
The Belarussian clinched her last two tour-
naments at Indian Wells and Miami and is
the favorite to land her first title in Madrid
in the absence of world number one
Serena Williams due to flu. Azarenka raced
into a 4-1 first set lead against world num-
ber 48 Cornet and, despite a blip dropping
serve for the only time in the match for 4-2,
broke once more to seal the set 6-3.

The second set was even more straight
forward for the two-time Grand Slam
champion as two breaks of serve sealed
victory in just under 90 minutes on court.
Azarenka will face either 14th seed Ana

Ivanovic or American qualifier Louisa
Chirico in the third round. Defending
champion Petra Kvitova remained on
course for a quarter-final showdown with
Azarenka with a 6-3, 6-3 win over Russian
Elena Vesnina.

The two-time Wimbledon champion
reached the semi-finals in Stuttgart a fort-
night ago and believes her positive start to
the clay-court season is down to her new
coach David Kotyza. “I have a new coach.
That’s always great to have someone who’s
helping you and finding a good way of
your game and plan,” said Kvitova. “I feel
okay. Importantly is that my body feels
okay. I hope that this will kind of continue.”
Kvitova faces Australian Daria Gavrilova in
round three after she ousted 12th seed
Elina Svitolina 6-2, 7-6 (7/4). —AFP 
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KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and
most developed telecom operator, VIVA, will be
selecting the top players who will  attend
Manchester United’s training program in UK. The
top players will be selected from over 300 partic-
ipants who joined the Manchester United’s try-
outs, held from 28 to 30 April 2016, at Corner
Soccer field near the Kuwait Towers, by a joint
judging committee consisting of Manchester
United coaches. 

Players were judged based on their foot-
balling capability and talent, physical fitness, dis-

cipline, their communication skills amid each
other as players and their general conduct on
and off the field. The training program focused
on different technical areas, such as dribbling,
short passing, turning and finishing. The pro-
grams were also designed to develop young
players in other fields, such as tactical under-
standing, and mental,  physical and social
growth.  All the players will enjoy a fully funded
weeklong training camp in Manchester, UK
being trained by some of the best Real Madrid
coaches. VIVA is also committed to supporting

their sport activities, showcase their promising
talents, and improve their skills while contribut-
ing to the development of the Kuwait sports sec-
tor in Kuwait.

VIVA is keen to continue its ongoing socially
responsible role in the community by spreading
the spirit of goodness amongst Kuwaiti society.
We believe at VIVA in taking a holistic approach
to our CSR activities, one that engages our
employees, and creates goodwill in our commu-
nities with a focus on helping to grow and devel-
op the State of Kuwait. 

SOCHI, Russia: As if Lewis Hamilton did
not have enough on his plate already,
with two successive engine failures and
Mercedes team mate Nico Rosberg on a
seven-race winning streak, the Formula
One champion now has the stewards to
worry about as well. The Briton, 43 points
behind Rosberg after four races, collected
his second reprimand of the season at the
Russian Grand Prix. Three would trigger
an automatic penalty on the starting grid
and, with 17 races still to come, Hamilton
saw trouble ahead.

“I am just aware that there is most like-
ly going to be at least one 10 place penal-
ty in the future because I have got one
more reprimand to go,” he told reporters
after fighting from 10th on the grid to
second on Sunday. “When I was in karting
there was one steward, he was just there
to make everyone’s weekend a bad week-
end. Families would turn up and spend so
much money to be there ... and he was
just there to ruin people’s weekends. I’ve
started to see signs of him.”

The triple champion collected his first
reprimand in Bahrain, the second race, for
reversing in the pitlane when he parked
up in the wrong place after qualifying on

pole. The punishment was seen by some
as excessive, given that the session was
over and he was merely repositioning the
car a matter of centimetres. The second
came in Sochi during the first phase of
qualifying when he ran slightly wide and
rejoined the track incorrectly, failing to go
round a bollard.

Hamilton said that reprimand, after he
had been to see stewards to argue his
case, was “ridiculous”. The Briton has not
won a race since October, when he took
his third title in Texas, while Rosberg has
started the year with four straight victo-
ries. The German has also had a reliable
car whereas Hamilton had to start from
the rear in China after a power unit failure
in qualifying.

In Russia, another failure meant he
missed the f inal  phase of qualifying.
Mercedes had to fly parts out overnight
to ensure he did not start from the pit
lane. Drivers have five power units each to
last a season, and exceeding that alloca-
t ion incurs automatic penalt ies.  The
recent setbacks mean Hamilton is at a dis-
advantage to Rosberg there as well. “I’m
running out of  engines.  That ’s  in my
mind,” he said. —Reuters 
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LOS ANGELES: Brian Stuard won the weather-
disrupted Zurich Classic yesterday, holding his
nerve to claim a maiden PGA Tour victory in a
three-way playoff. Stuard had finished level on
15-under-par with Jamie Lovemark and South
Korea’s An Byeong-Hun after officials reduced
the tournament in New Orleans to 54 holes fol-
lowing multiple weather interruptions. The 33-
year-old from Michigan sealed victory on the
second hole of sudden death, playing a superb
approach shot on the par-five 18th to leave
himself with a two-foot birdie putt.

Lovemark’s hopes faded after his third shot

flew off to the side of the green leaving himself
a difficult up and down at a sodden TPC
Louisiana. Korea’s An had been eliminated on
the first playoff hole after carding a bogey six.
The win earned Stuard a cool $1.26 million in
prize money as well as exemptions to next
year’s PGA Tour and the Masters. “I’m happy
with the way I hung in there,” Stuard said after
his win. “I didn’t play too good this morning. I
just kind of hung in there. My short game was
awesome, my putter was great. Winning this
week makes this year and next year easy I
guess,” he added. —AFP 
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AVONDALE, Louisiana: Brian Stuard holds up the tournament trophy after winning the
rain-delayed Zurich Classic golf tournament at TPC Louisiana yesterday.— AP 

SEOUL: Disgraced South Korean swim star
Park Tae-Hwan literally got down on his
hands and knees yesterday and begged
the Korean Olympic Committee (KOC) to let
him compete in the Rio Games. The multi-
ple Olympic medallist completed an 18-
month drug ban last month after testing
positive for a banned anabolic steroid in
out-of-competition controls before the
2014 Asian Games.  But the 26-year-old
remains barred from competing in Rio by a
KOC rule banned athletes from represent-
ing the country for three years after the
expiration of any doping ban.

“I will be grateful if I could be given
another chance to serve my country and
put on a good performance for the South
Korean people,” Park told reporters at a
press event in Incheon west of Seoul. He
then got down on his knees and bowed his
head to the floor, in a traditional Korean

gesture of extreme remorse. Park was once
the poster-boy of South Korean swimming
- courted by advertisers and idolized by
fans. He won 400m freestyle gold and
200m freestyle silver at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics and two silver medals at the
2012 London Olympics, as well as 400m
world titles in 2007 and 2011. On his com-
petitive return to the pool last month, he
easily won the 100m, 200m, 400m and
1,500m freestyle events at the 88th Dong-
A meet - which doubles as a national trial.
His performance reignited debate around
the fairness of the KOC regulation, which
remains the only barrier to Park competing
in Rio. His positive doping test was only
revealed in January last year, and was ini-
tially blamed by Park’s management team
on the incompetence of a doctor at the
hospital where the swimmer was receiving
treatment.—AFP 
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INCHEON: South Korean swimmer Park Tae-Hwan makes a formal deep bow to
express his regret for his doping during a press conference yesterday. — AFP 


