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MANILA: Protesters display placards during their rally outside the Chinese Consulate at the financial district of Makati city, east of Manila,
Philippines to accuse poaching by Chinese fishermen at the disputed Scarborough Shoal in the South China Sea. — AP

BAIMAJING, China: The fishing fleet based in
this tiny port town on Hainan island is getting
everything from military training and subsidies
to even fuel and ice as China creates an increas-
ingly sophisticated fishing militia to sail into the
disputed South China Sea. The training and sup-
port includes exercises at sea and requests to
fishermen to gather information on foreign ves-
sels, provincial government officials, regional
diplomats and fishing company executives said
in recent interviews.

“The maritime militia is expanding because of
the country’s need for it, and because of the
desire of the fishermen to engage in national
service, protecting our country’s interests,” said
an advisor to the Hainan government who did
not want to be named. But the fishing militia also
raises the risk of conflict with foreign navies in
the strategic waterway through which $5 trillion
of trade passes each year, diplomats and naval
experts say. The United States has been conduct-
ing sea and air patrols near artificial islands China
is building in the disputed Spratlys archipelago,
including by two B-52 strategic bombers in
November. Washington said in February it would
increase the “freedom of navigation” sail-bys
around the disputed sea.

BASIC MILITARY TRAINING
The city-level branches of the People’s Armed

Forces Department provide basic military train-
ing to fishermen, said the Hainan government
advisor. The branches are overseen by both the
military and local Communist Party authorities in
charge of militia operations nationwide.

The training encompasses search and rescue
operations, contending with disasters at sea, and
“safeguarding Chinese sovereignty”, said the
advisor who focuses on the South China Sea. The
training, which includes exercises at sea, takes
place between May and August and the govern-
ment pays fishermen for participating, he said.

Government subsidies encourage fishermen
to use heavier vessels with steel - as opposed to
wooden - hulls. The government has also provid-
ed Global Positioning Satellite equipment for at
least 50,000 vessels, enabling them to contact
the Chinese Coast Guard in maritime emergen-
cies, including encounters with foreign ships,

industry executives said. Several Hainan fisher-
men and diplomats told Reuters some vessels
have small arms. 

When “a particular mission in safeguarding
sovereignty”, comes up government authorities
will coordinate with the fishing militia, the advi-
sor said, asking them to gather information on
the activities of foreign vessels at sea.

ROW WITH INDONESIA
That coordination was evident in March, when

Indonesia attempted to detain a Chinese fishing
vessel for fishing near its Natuna Islands in the
South China Sea. A Chinese coast guard vessel
quickly intervened to prevent the Indonesian
Navy from towing away the fishing boat, setting
off a diplomatic row.  Beijing does not claim the
Natunas but said the boats were in “traditional
Chinese fishing grounds”.

China claims almost all of the South China
Sea. The Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam, Taiwan
and Brunei also have conflicting claims over the
islets and atolls that constitute the Spratly
Archipelago and its rich fishing grounds. State-
controlled fishing companies dominate the fleets
that go regularly to the Spratlys and are recipi-
ents of much of the militia training and subsidies,
industry sources said.

China has by far the world’s biggest fish indus-
try, but depleted fishery resources close to
China’s shores have made fishing in disputed
waters an economic necessity, fishermen and
industry executives say. State-owned Hainan
South China Sea Modern Fishery Group
Company says on its website it is “both military
and commercial, both soldiers and civilians”. One
of its aims, the company says, is to let the
“Chinese flag fly” over the Spratlys. “Defending
sovereignty is primarily the government’s con-
cern,” said Ye Ning, the company’s general man-
ager, in an interview at his office in Haikou. “But
of course, regular folks being able to fish in their
own countries’ waters should be the norm. That
goes for us too.”

The company provides fishermen who sail to
the Spratlys with fuel, water, and ice, and then
purchases fish from them when they returned,
according to a  written introduction to the com-
pany’s work executives provided to Reuters.

‘LOT MORE RISKY’
“It’s gotten a lot more risky to do this with all

kinds of foreign boats out there,” said Huang Jing,
a local fisherman in the sleepy port town of
Baimajing, where a line of massive steel-hulled
fishing trawlers stretches as far as the eye can
see. “But China is strong now,” he said. “I trust the
government to protect us.”

Chen Rishen, chairman of Hainan Jianghai
Group Co. Ltd, says his private but state subsidised
company dispatches large fleets of steel-hulled
trawlers weighing hundreds of tonnes to fish near
the Spratly Islands. They usually go for months at a
time, primarily for commercial reasons, he said. “If
some foreign fishing boats infringe on our territo-
ry and try to prevent us from fishing there ... Then
we’re put in the role of safeguarding sovereignty,”
he said in an interview in Haikou, the provincial
capital of Hainan. China does not use its fishing
fleet to help establish sovereignty claims in the
South China Sea, foreign ministry spokesman Lu
Kang said: “This kind of situation does not exist.”
China had taken measures to ensure the fishing
fleets conduct business legally, he told a ministry
press briefing last month. 

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT
Chen said his fishermen stop at Woody Island

in the Paracel islands, where China recently
installed surface-to-air missiles, to refuel and
communicate with Chinese Coast Guard vessels.
They look forward to using similar facilities China
is developing in the Spratly Islands, he said.

China has been pouring sand from the seabed
onto seven reefs to create artificial islands in the
Spratlys. So far, it has built one airstrip with two
more under construction on them, with re-
fuelling and storage facilities. “This all points to
the need for establishing agreed protocols for
ensuring clear and effective communications
between civilian and maritime law enforcement
vessels of different countries operating in the
area,” said Michael Vatikiotis, Asia Director of the
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, which is help-
ing claimant states design such confidence build-
ing measures. A regional agreement on commu-
nications and procedures when rival navies meet
at sea applies only to naval ships and other mili-
tary vessels, he said. —Reuters
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DENPASAR: Police on the Indonesian holiday
island of Bali shot dead a French national yes-
terday after he killed a policeman while resist-
ing arrest, an official said. 

Amokrane Sabet, reported to be a mixed
martial arts fighter, was known as a trouble-
maker in the area in southern Bali where he
lived. “There had been many complaints
about him such as eating at restaurants with-
out paying, carrying a knife, and harassing
people, but every time we called him in for
questioning, he never showed up,” Bali police
spokesman Hery Wiyanto told AFP. Around 40
police and immigration officials came to
arrest the 49-year-old after discovering that
his tourist visa had run out in September.

But as they arrived at his residence in

Canggu, a village popular with foreign
tourists, Sabet emerged brandishing a knife.
“One of our officers tried to approach him and
calm him down, but Sabet  stabbed him,” said
Wiyanto, adding that the officer died from his
wounds. Police then gave Sabet three warn-
ings but as these were ignored, they shot him
several times, Wiyanto said. Images circulat-
ing online showed Sabet waving a knife and
later lying on the ground. 

The French embassy in Jakarta said it had
been informed of the death and was in con-
tact with police. Such flare-ups of violence are
rare in Bali, a pocket of Hinduism in Muslim-
majority Indonesia that attracts millions of
foreign tourists to its palm-fringed beaches
every year. — AFP

DENPASER: The body of Amokrane Sabet from France arrives at Sanglah hospital in
Denpasar, on Bali island yesterday. — AFP
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JAKARTA: Survivors of Indonesia’s anti-commu-
nist massacres in 1965 submitted a list of what
they say are more than 100 mass graves to the
government yesterday after the president called
for an investigation into the killings. Five sur-
vivors, aged in their 70s, who are founders of the
Research Foundation for 1965 Murder Victims,
gave the documents to the Coordinating
Ministry for Politics, Legal and Security Affairs,
which is responsible for the probe.

The list is the product of research since 2000
and the graves, which are located on the
islands of Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Sulawesi,
Flores and Bali, account for nearly 14,000 vic-
tims, according to the group.

Historians say half a million people died in
the months-long frenzy of killing that began in
October 1965 at the instigation of the military
after six right-wing generals were killed in an
attempted coup by suspected communists.

Security minister Luhut Pandjaitan was not
on hand to receive the documents but his offi-
cials said he would meet with the group next
week. He was instructed by President Joko
“Jokowi” Widodo to oversee an investigation
into the massacres after a conference held by
the government and rights groups last month
broke a half-century taboo on public discussion
of the killings. Luhut, a retired general, caused a
stir by saying at the event that very few people
were killed and vowing the government would
never apologize. He later demanded that rights
groups prove that mass graves exist.

Bedjo Untung, a survivor of the massacres
who heads the foundation, said it had docu-
mented the locations of 122 mass graves with
the help of survivors and witnesses, including
people who dug the graves and buried the
bodies.    “We believe this is only 2 percent of
the victims,” he said. — AP

SEOUL: South Korea said yesterday it was
on guard for the possibility North Korea
may try to snatch its citizens abroad or con-
duct “terrorist acts” after the North accused
it of abducting North Korean workers from
a restaurant in China. “All measures of pre-
caution” were in place for the safety of
South Koreans abroad including an order
to beef up security at diplomatic missions,
said the South’s Unification Ministry, which
handles issues related to the North.

“We are on alert for the possibility that
the North may try to abduct our citizens or
conduct terrorist acts abroad,” ministry
spokesman Jeong Joon-hee told a briefing.

The two Korea’s have been fierce rivals
since the 1950-53 Korean War and tension
on the peninsula has been high since

January when North Korea conducted its
fourth nuclear test. It followed that with a
string of missile tests in defiance of UN
Security Council resolutions.

South Korea said in April  13 North
Korean workers at a restaurant run by the
North in China had defected. North Korea
accused the South of a “hideous abduc-
tion”. North Korea proposed sending family
members of the 13 to South Korea for face-
to-face meetings but the South rejected
the suggestion.

About 29,000 people have left North
Korea and arrived in the South since the
Korean war, including 1,276 last year, with
numbers declining since a 2009 peak. In
the first quarter of this year, 342 North
Koreans arrived in the South. — Reuters
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JAKARTA: An Indonesian sailor told yester-
day how Philippine Islamic militants threat-
ened to slit his throat during a terrifying
kidnap ordeal, a day after he and nine oth-
er crew members were released. 

The sailors were freed Sunday in the
strife-torn southern Philippines after more
than a month in the hands of Abu Sayyaf
militants, and flew back to Jakarta. The
Indonesians were among about 20 foreign-
ers abducted in a recent Abu Sayyaf kid-
napping spree, and their release came just
days after the militants beheaded a
Canadian hostage. The sailors, who were
taken hostage in late March from a tugboat
transporting a coal barge, were reunited
with their families yesterday after doctors
confirmed they were in good health. Crew
member Julian Philip described how they
were taken hostage by eight militants dis-
guised in Philippine police uniforms, who
boarded the tug from speedboats and tied
up the sailors.

The barge was then abandoned, and the
Indonesians were taken to an island and
divided into two groups. They were moved
every few days to avoid the military, which
has launched an assault against Abu
Sayyaf. “We were all stressed out because
they frequently threatened to slit our
throats,” he told reporters after the 10 were
reunited with their families at the foreign
ministry. However, Philip added the mili-
tants did not harm them and he thought
that in reality “they did not want any of us
to die as they would not get any money”.

Questions over ransom 
He said he did not know whether a ran-

som was paid for their release.  “We were
just put in a car and sent on our way and
told to look for the governor’s house,” he
said. The sailors turned up at the house of a
local governor on Jolo, a mountainous and
jungle-clad island in the far south of the
Philippines that is an Abu Sayyaf strong-
hold. Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno
Marsudi said Monday the release had been
a “long process as the situation on the
ground was very volatile, with a high
degree of complexity”. But she dodged
questions about whether a ransom had
been paid. The Abu Sayyaf does not nor-
mally free hostages unless ransom
demands are met. The militants had
demanded $21 million for the release of
Canadian John Ridsdel, whose severed
head was found on a street in Jolo.

There were emotional scenes at the
ministry as the sailors were reunited with
their families, with Youla Lasut, one of the
men’s wives, giving tearful thanks.

“On behalf of my family I would like to
thank the foreign minister and the compa-
ny for their help in releasing my husbands
and his friends,” she said. 

Authorities say the Abu Sayyaf is still
holding at least 11 foreign hostages-four
sailors from Indonesia and four others from
Malaysia, a Canadian tourist, a Norwegian
resort owner and a Dutch birdwatcher.

Abu Sayyaf is a radical offshoot of a
Muslim separatist insurgency in the south
of the mainly Catholic Philippines. Its lead-
ers have pledged allegiance to the Islamic
State group, but analysts say they are more
focused on kidnappings for ransom than
setting up a caliphate. — AFP
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JAKARTA: Indonesian sailors arrive for a ceremony to mark the hostages being hand-
ed over to their families at the Foreign Ministry office in Jakarta yesterday. — AFP

MANILA: Allegations that the Philippine presi-
dential election front-runner had a large sum of
money in an undeclared bank account were
not resolved yesterday, allowing the issue to
hang over the final week of the closely fought
race. Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV has alleged
Mayor Rodrigo Duterte kept more than 200
million pesos ($4.2 million) in a joint bank
account with his daughter that he did not
declare publicly in 2014 as required by law.

Trillanes, who is running for vice president
and is backing a rival candidate of Duterte,
went to the Bank of the Philippine Islands and
met with the mayor’s lawyer but said the ques-
tioned account was not opened for scrutiny.
When Trillanes stepped out of the bank, some
of the dozens of Duterte supporters yelled “liar”
at him before he was whisked off by escorts in
a van. Riot police stood by to maintain order in
the business district where Trillanes’ supporters
also came, carrying posters that read: “We don’t
want corrupt candidates.” A large throng of
journalists, TV cameramen and photographers
stood outside the bank to await the outcome

of the meeting between Trillanes and Duterte
lawyer Salvador Panelo. Panelo said the mayor
authorized him to ask that the questioned
account be opened to prove the allegations
were false, but bank officials told him it would
take seven days to study the request.

“I have no problem with that,” Panelo said
he told bank officials. Trillanes made public a
signed statement, where he named the
informant who provided him documents
showing Duterte’s alleged secret bank
accounts, including in the bank branch where
he met Panelo yesterday. When an investiga-
tion by him and his staff showed that his infor-
mant’s disclosures were credible, he said he
decided to go public. “I believe it is important
for our people to know about the gross mis-
representation and pretensions perpetrated
by Mayor Duterte that he is poor and he lives
a simple life when ... he held bank accounts
containing hundreds of millions, if not billions
of pesos,” he said in the statement.

Panelo described the documents the sena-
tor showed to back his allegations as “bogus.”
Trillanes has said he would resign as a senator if
his disclosure was wrong. Duterte’s spokesman
initially denied last week the mayor had such a
bank account. The mayor, however, acknowl-
edged its existence on Friday in a news confer-
ence but denied he had committed any wrong-
doing, although he did not explain where the
money came from.

“I will admit there is money in that account,”
Duterte told reporters, saying it was less than
the 211 million pesos that Trillanes had alleged.
The tough-talking Duterte has led voter prefer-
ence polls ahead of the May 9 elections on a
promise to eradicate crime and corruption in
the country within six months if he triumphs. It
remains unclear whether the controversy over
Duterte’s bank account will affect his strong
popularity with a week to go before the elec-
tions. Duterte remained in the top spot in the
most recent polls despite a storm of criticism
after he remarked that he wished he could
have been the first to rape an Australian mis-
sionary who was sexually assaulted and killed
by inmates in a 1989 prison riot because she
was so beautiful. — AP
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MANILA: Salvador Panelo, lawyer of presi-
dential candidate Rodrigo Duterte, ges-
tures as he holds documents before meet-
ing Philippine senator and vice-presidential
candidate Antonio Trillanes IV at a bank in
Pasig, east of Manila, yesterday. — AP


