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LA PORTE, Indiana: Facing a make-or-
break moment for his slumping campaign,
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz was blitzing through
Indiana yesterday in a desperate bid to
overtake Donald Trump in the state’s pri-
mary and keep his own White House
hopes alive.

A victory for Trump in Indiana on
Tuesday would be a dispiriting blow for
Cruz and other forces trying to stop the
front-runner, leaving them with few
opportunities to block his path. Trump is
the only candidate in the race who can
reach the 1,237 delegates needed for the
GOP nomination through regular voting,
though Cruz is trying to push the race
toward a contested convention.

“This whole long, wild ride of an elec-
tion has all culminated with the entire
country with its eyes fixed on the state of
Indiana,” Cruz said Sunday at a late night
rally. “The people of this great state, I

believe the country is depending on you
to pull us back from the brink.”

Several hundred people came to see
him Monday at Bravo Cafe in Osceola,
where he predicted a close finish in the
primary and said: “We need every single
vote.” “You’re the perfect man for the job,” a
man told him as diners consumed coffee
and eggs. “God bless you,” Cruz said, grip-
ping his hand. Cruz was holding five
events across Indiana on Monday. Trump
was holding a pair of rallies in the state,
though he was already confidently look-
ing past Cruz and setting his sights on
Democratic front-runner Hillary Clinton.

Trump made clear Monday that he
would keep up his accusation that Clinton
is playing gender politics: “We’re making a
list of the many, many times where it’s all
about her being a woman.”

“I haven’t started on Hillary yet,” he told
CNN, although actually he’s been trashing

her record for quite some time. For her
part, Clinton told thousands at an NAACP
dinner in Detroit on Sunday that President
Barack Obama’s legacy can’t be allowed to
“fall into Donald Trump’s hands” and be
consumed by “these voices of hatred.” She
cited Trump’s “insidious” part in the birther
movement that questioned Obama’s citi-
zenship.

Clinton’s campaign announced yester-
day that she had raised $26 million in
April. Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders has
vowed to stay in the Democratic race,
though he acknowledged Sunday that he
faces an “uphill climb.” His only path rests
on a long-shot strategy of winning over
superdelegates, the elected officials, lob-
byists and other party insiders who are
free to back either candidate.

Trump can’t win enough delegates
today to clinch the Republican nomina-
tion. But after his wins in five states last

week, Trump no longer needs to win a
majority of the remaining delegates in
coming races to lock up the GOP nomina-
tion. The importance of Indiana for Cruz
became evident even before he and fel-
low underdog John Kasich formed an
alliance of sorts, with the Ohio governor
agreeing to pull his advertising money
from Indiana in exchange for Cruz doing
the same in Oregon and New Mexico.

But that strategy, which appeared to
unravel even as it was announced, can’t
help either man with the tens of thousands
of Indiana voters who had already cast bal-
lots: Early voting began in Indiana three
weeks before they hatched their plan.

It also risks alienating those who have
yet to vote, said veteran Indiana
Republican pollster Christine Matthews.
She said she believes many have contin-
ued to vote for Kasich in Indianapolis and
in the wealthy suburbs north of the city.

“Indiana voters don’t like the idea of a
political pact, or being told how to vote,”
Matthews said.

Trump went after Cruz on Sunday, sug-
gesting evangelical conservatives have
“fallen out of love with him” and mocked
his decision to announce former GOP presi-
dential candidate Carly Fiorina as his run-
ning mate. 

“They’re like hanging by their fingertips,”
he said, mimicking Cruz and Kasich: “Don’t
let me fall! Don’t let me fall!”

Trump let on that he’s eager to move
on to a likely general election race against
Clinton. He said the end game of the pri-
mary battle with Cruz is “wasting time”
that he could be spending raising money
for Republicans running for the Senate. “It
would be nice to have the Republican
Party come together,” Trump told support-
ers in Fort Wayne. “With that being said, I
think I’ll win anyway.” — AP

Cruz faces make-or-break moment to stop Trump

Five Seattle police 

injured,  nine arrested

after May Day marches

WASHINGTON: Five Seattle police officers were
injured and at least nine  people arrested on Sunday
night, after unruly demonstrators hurled projectiles
and Molotov cocktails and broke windows, authorities
said. Protesters gather every year on May 1 to focus
attention on labor and immigration issues, but demon-
strators in cities across the United States also used the
occasion to rally against police violence.

Mayor Ed Murray blamed the “senseless violence” in
Seattle on a “different crowd” from those who had
attended an earlier peaceful May Day immigration
march, however. It was “deeply regrettable that in a
city that goes to incredible lengths to respect First
Amendment rights, there are some who disregard our
values and engage in senseless acts of violence and
property destruction,” he said later, referring to free
speech protected by the US Constitution.

In posts on social media website Twitter, the Seattle
police department said one officer had suffered a cut
to the head as protesters hurled Molotov cocktails,
another was hit by a rock, and a third officer was bit-
ten, apparently by a protester. Injuries suffered by two
more officers were not detailed.

“Nobody has been seriously injured,” police chief
Kathleen O’Toole said after the unrest subsided,
adding, “Once assaults started and property damage
started, we took action. It’s that simple.”

Police said they made arrests in several places and
restrained one group in a parking lot, before allowing
some groups to disperse, but would maintain a pres-
ence in the area. They charged three people with
assault, one with destruction of property and five with
obstruction of justice. Eight men ranging in age from
about 20 to 32 were charged, along with a teen-aged
girl. Police used “blast balls” to disperse a crowd throw-
ing rocks and bottles and breaking windows in a
downtown neighborhood, the Seattle Times newspa-
per reported, after they used pepper spray several
times to break up throngs of demonstrators. The
unrest mirrored violence at a Seattle May Day march
last year, when crowds threw bottles and wrenches at
police, who responded with pepper spray and flash
grenades. — Reuters

RICHMOND, Va: Republican lawmakers in
Virginia will file a lawsuit challenging Democratic
Gov Terry McAuliffe’s decision to allow more than
200,000 convicted felons to vote in November,
GOP leaders said yesterday.

Republicans argue the governor has over-
stepped his constitutional authority with a clear
political ploy designed to help the campaign of
his friend and Democratic presidential candidate
Hillary Clinton in the important swing state this
fall. “Gov. McAuliffe’s flagrant disregard for the
Constitution of Virginia and the rule of law must
not go unchecked,” Senate Republican Leader
Thomas Norment said in a statement. He added
that McAuliffe’s predecessors and previous attor-
neys general examined this issue and concluded
Virginia’s governor can’t issue blanket restora-
tions. Republicans have hired Charles J Cooper, a
Washington, DC, attorney known for defending
California’s ban on gay marriage before the US
Supreme Court in 2013. GOP leaders did not say
when they will file the lawsuit. They said it would
not be paid for using taxpayer dollars. The pend-
ing legal fight highlights the important role

Virginia will likely play in this year’s presidential
contest. Clinton could benefit from a surge of
new minority voters, who typically vote
Democratic. Although even if all the 200,000 ex-
felons signed up, they would represent less than
1 percent of total registered voters in the state.
McAuliffe has said the move was not politically
motivated. A lawyer for former Democratic Gov.
Tim Kaine said in 2010 that the restoration of
rights must  be done on a case-by-case basis. A
blanket order restoring voting rights would be a
“rewrite of the law,” Mark Rubin, a counselor to
Kaine, said in a letter at the time.

A spokesman for McAuliffe said Republicans
have yet to express any specific constitutional
objections to the executive order. “The governor
is disappointed that Republicans would go to
such lengths to continue locking people who
have served their time out of their democracy,”
Brian Coy said in a statement. “These Virginians
are qualified to vote and they deserve a voice,
not more partisan schemes to disenfranchise
them.” Virginia, Iowa, Kentucky and Florida are
the only states that strip all felons of their voting

rights for life unless a state official restores them,
according to the Washington D.C.-based
Sentencing Project. Such policies make black
Americans of voting age four times more likely to
lose their voting rights than the rest of the adult
population, the group says.

McAuliffe says people who have served their
time should be given a second chance to exer-
cise their civic duties. He has also said he’s certain
he has such authority after consulting with legal
and constitutional experts, including Virginia
Attorney General Mark Herring, who is also a
Democrat.

The governor’s order enables every Virginia
felon to vote, run for public office, serve on a jury
and become a notary public if they have com-
pleted their sentence and finished any super-
vised release, parole or probation requirements
as of April 22.

The administration estimates this population
to include about 206,000 people. In the future,
the governor will act month by month to restore
the rights of felons who complete all these
requirements. — AP

CARACAS: A defiant Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro urged supporters to launch
a general strike and “rebellion” if the oppo-
sition succeeds in ousting him from office
in a referendum.

Maduro’s fiery May Day speech came as
Venezuela’s emboldened opposition pre-
pared today to present more than 10 times
the roughly 200,000 signatures needed to
begin organizing a referendum to remove
the unpopular president, blamed by many
for the country’s deep economic crisis.

Maduro vowed to fight for his job,
despite a deep crisis in the country that has
seen riots and looting in the second city
over four-hour daily blackouts introduced
to save energy. “If the oligarchy some day
does something against me and manages
to take this palace, I order you to declare
yourselves in rebellion and decree an indef-
inite general strike,” he told supporters
massed outside the presidential palace on
Sunday. Maduro told them the referendum
“is an option, not an obligation. Here the
only obligation is the presidential election
and that will be in 2018.” A recent poll
found that more than two-thirds of
Venezuelans want Maduro, elected presi-
dent by a razor-thin margin in 2013, to
leave office.

Once-booming Venezuela, which has
the world’s largest proven oil reserves, has
plunged into economic chaos as global
crude prices have collapsed. It has been in
recession since 2013. The import-depen-
dent country faces acute shortages of food
and basic goods like toilet paper due to a
lack of currency, more than 96 percent of
which it gets from oil sales.

Maduro has vowed to press on with the
socialist “revolution” launched in 1999 by

his predecessor, the late Hugo Chavez,
which has given Venezuela a government-
led economy.

Recall vote this year? 
If the electoral board accepts the signa-

tures collected by the opposition as valid-
far from a sure bet, since opponents say the
board is stacked with Maduro cronies-the
opposition will then have to collect four
million more for the board to organize the
vote. Opponents are racing to hold the ref-
erendum before the end of the year.
According to Venezuela’s constitution, after
January 2017 a successful recall vote would
transfer power to Maduro’s vice president
rather than trigger new elections. Jesus
Torrealba, spokesman for the MUD opposi-
tion coalition that controls  Venezuela’s leg-
islature, said the signatures-collected in
“record time” will be delivered to the elec-
toral board today. However board official
Tania D’amelio suggested on Twitter that
the board might not start verifying the sig-
natures until late May.

More sleep, save energy 
Venezuelans lost half an hour of sleep

Sunday as their clocks were set forward on
the president’s orders in a move to save
power. At 2:30am local time Sunday,
Venezuela shifted its time ahead by 30 min-
utes  to four hours behind Greenwich Mean
Time. The move, announced in mid-April, is
part of a package of measures the embat-
tled socialist president is pursuing to cope
with a crippling electricity shortage. Hugo
Chavez implemented the unusual half-hour
time shift back in December 2007, saying
he didn’t want children to have to walk to
school in the dark.  — AFP
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BOGOTA: Do Colombia’s FARC guerrillas have a
multi-billion-dollar fortune from kidnapping
and drug trafficking stashed in foreign bank
accounts? That question has triggered an explo-
sive debate in Colombia just as it tries to turn
the page on the half-century conflict between
the government and the Marxist rebel group.
The FARC’s ill-gotten gains have long been a
subject of scrutiny, but the issue was blown
wide open again recently when The Economist
magazine put a number on the guerril las’
alleged fortune.

The British weekly reported the FARC had
assets worth $10.5 billion in 2012, citing an
unpublished study by government analysts. The
article opened a new rift between the FARC and
the government even as negotiators from both
sides work to hammer out the final details of a
peace accord at long-running talks in Havana.

“What a joke that Economist story. They
should check their sources and not believe sto-
ries about the insurgency’s imaginary fortune,”
the FARC’s chief peace negotiator, Ivan Marquez,
wrote on Twitter. “No human being takes up
arms against an unjust regime to get rich.”

President Juan Manuel Santos had a very dif-
ferent take. “I don’t have the slightest doubt...
(that the FARC) probably have money some-
where,” he said. 

At the height of its strength in the 1990s and
2000s, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) made huge amounts of cash
kidnapping wealthy citizens for ransom, operat-
ing illegal mines in territory under its control,
and running a large chunk of the drugs trade in
the world’s largest cocaine-producing country.

But it is hard to pin down exactly how much.
“Estimating the FARC’s resources will always be a
matter of speculation,” said Gustavo Duncan, a
Colombian academic who researches the guer-
rillas’ involvement in drug trafficking.

Several experts on the conflict and sources
close to the rebels dismissed the estimate pub-
lished by the Economist as exaggerated. But
beyond the matter of the exact amount, “what’s
important is the availability of those resources
as part of the peace negotiations,” said Duncan.

“That money should serve to pay reparations
to victims of the conflict and not to fatten per-
sonal fortunes.”— AFP

CARACAS: Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro greets supporters  during a march
to mark International Workers’ Day, in Caracas on May 1, 2016. —AFP 
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BOGOTA: Picture by the Colombian Defense
Ministry of Peruvian drug trafficker Gerson
Galvez, aka Caracol (R), as he is escorted by
the narcotics police at the Bogota airport on
Sunday. — AFP


