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JEDDAH: Director and Chairman of the Environment Public
Authority (EPA) Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah yes-
terday underlined the momentousness of implementing
Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud’s vision for bol-
stering GCC action in environmental work. The King’s vision
comprises major topics such as preservation of the marine
environment and coastal areas, combating desertification,
caring for ground water and facing climate change, Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said in Jeddah, where he
leads Kuwait’s delegation to the 37th meeting of the GCC
Undersecretaries of Environmental Affairs. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled
Suleiman Al-Jarallah discussed means of
combating terrorism with visit ing UK
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for
Transport and Parliamentary (Minister for
Countering Extremism) Lord Ahmad. The
meeting also touched on bilateral ties and
tackled the recent regional and interna-
tional developments. UK Ambassador to
Kuwait  Matthew Lodge attended the
meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah discussed with Lebanese Military
Intelligence director General Kamil Daher
issues of common interest. The meeting
also tackled promoting military ties,
General Directorate of moral guidance
said in a statement yesterday The meeting
was attended by head of Kuwait security
and intelligence body Major General
Abdulrahman Al-Hadhood. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: A student creates a pottery work at the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness and Creativity’s (SACGC) ‘Fab Lab’. The SACGC, which is affiliated to the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences, provides sponsorship and support to talented students around Kuwait. -—Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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BRUSSELS: President of KPI Bakheet Al-Rashidi and other guests tour the blending plant of Q8 in Antwerp. —KUNA

BRUSSELS: Q8 Oils, affiliate of Kuwait Petroleum
International (KPI), officially opened its multi-million
dollar state of the art blending plant in the port city of
Antwerp in Belgium yesterday. President of KPI, Bakheet
Al-Rashidi, in his speech at the opening ceremony said
“today marks the new beginning of an old monument
within Kuwait petroleum international. Today we offi-
cially reopen Kuwait blending  plant in Antwerp.  It is a
world class finished  lubricant manufacturing plant.” 

“We look with great pride at the work Q8 Oils has
done in the Benelux region, especially in Belgium. Their
growth in retail and direct businesses perfectly demon-
strates the ambitious expansion program that Q8 is
pursing in Europe,” he noted.

The KPI chief said “we are very pleased to be so sig-
nificantly invested in the European lubricants market,
especially our $100 million investment in the plant and
Q8 Oils’ success in completing it in 24 months and with-
in budget.” “We now plan to fully utilize our new state-
of-the-art blending plant as we continue to implement
our growth strategy in European markets and else-
where,” he added.

Vice Mayor of Antwerp, Philip Heylen the Board of
KPI, Q8 Oils’ key customers members of the Belgian
Petroleum Federation, the ambassador of the Gulf
Cooperation Council to the EU and Belgium, Amal Al
Hamad, diplomats from the Kuwait embassy in Brussels
attended the opening ceremony of the new plant.

Long history
“Q8 and the city of Antwerp indeed share long histo-

ry,” Heylen said in his welcome speech. “I would like to
thank Q8 for staying with us so long and above all for
making this huge investment in the new blending
plant. This is a big upgrade for the entire area.” “Today
On behalf of the city of Antwerp I can only give our
deepest  congratulations to the Q8 management and to
the entire staff. Now together we will build a new
future,” he added.

Kuwait Petroleum Vice President - Europe, Khaled Al-
Mushaileh said “The new high capacity, modern and
sophisticated blending plant at Antwerp with superbly
enhanced facilities and capabilities is going to play a
pivotal role in writing new growth and success stories
for our Q8Oils’ lubricants business in Europe and world-
wide.” Kuwait Petroleum Global Business Managing
Director, Fadel Al-Faraj noted that The Antwerp blend-
ing plant was originally built in 1891 as storage for fuel
and lubricant imports from the US. Q8 bought it in
1983, and in the past thirty-three years, the plant and its
131 employees have played a vital role in our success in
the global lubricants market.

Master plan
“What you see here today began as a master plan.

This was developed to achieve our shareholders’ growth
ambitions.  Now, we are proud to be operating a state-
of-the-art, environmentally responsible blending plant
with a current capacity of 125 million liters of lubricants,
fully scalable up to 250 million liters per annum,” he

added. Q8 Oils’ state-of-the-art blending plant in
Antwerp , 55 kns from Brussels, is one of the largest and
most technically advanced lubricant production facili-
ties in Europe. The plant has a blending capacity which is
scalable up to 250 million liters per annum. It enjoys
excellent access to the UK and mainland Europe by high-
way, rail and sea. Q8 Oils is owned and operated by
Kuwait Petroleum International (KPI), which is the
International downstream entity of Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC), the national oil company of the State
of Kuwait. Today, Q8 Oils’ lubricants are used by customers
in more than 80 countries around the world.  — KUNA
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