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By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The total number of government con-
tract workers who benefited from allowing visa
transfers over the past six months was around
12,000 persons working for over 250 companies
that have contracts with the government, an
official said yesterday. Moussa stressed that
employers hailed the decision of allowing labor-
ers to transfer their residency visas for a fee
instead of having to leave the country, said
Ahmad Al-Moussa, Acting Director of the
Manpower Public Authority. 

“Following several meetings with them, the
manpower authority was keen on fulfilling the
needs of employers with government projects’
contracts,” he underlined, noting that many of
the employers’ demands were met and that had
been granted many facilities such as changing
job descriptions, authorizing the government
contracts department to contact relevant
authorities to get security approvals, authorizing
labor inspection departments to issue salary cer-
tificates valid for three months and addressing

the civil aviation department over airlines flying
contracted laborers in. 

2016-2017 budget
In other news, the parliament’s budgets and

final statement committee yesterday met
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister
of State for Planning and Development Hind Al-
Subaih to discuss the manpower authority’s
2016-2017 budget. Committee chairman MP
Adnan Abdulsamad commended the minister’s
efforts in putting the recommendations made
by the committee into practice. “Remarks on the
budget do not deny the presence of efforts to fix
financial and administrative malfunctions,” he
underlined, pointing out that remarks on the
authority included not following specific sys-
tems in assessing employers’ needs of workers
and remarks on the company responsible for
automating the process. 

Responding to the remarks, Subaih stressed
that ownership of the database was transferred
from that company to the authority in order to
prevent unauthorized staff from accessing the

system. She added that residency detectives had
also shown great cooperation in arresting work
permit forgers, illusionary companies and loose
marginal labor. 

National unity law
The constitutional court is scheduled to pass a

ruling on May 11, 2016 in a case contesting the con-
stitutionality of the national unity law number
19/2012 because it had been issued by a decree of
necessity and violated article 71 of the constitution. 

KPTC suspends Failaka trips
Kuwait Public Transport Company (KPTC) CEO

Essa Abdullah Al-Hubail said that the company
had temporarily suspended its ferry trips from
Ras Al-Ardh to Failaka island from last Sunday
because of accumulation of sand on the seabed
towards Failaka harbor entrance, which could
block marine traffic and jeopardize navigation
safety. Hubail explained that in collaboration
with the Ministry of Communications, KPTC is
working on dredging the sand and rehabilitating
the port to receive the company’s ferries. 

12,000 Govt contract workers
transferred to 250 companies

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Askar Al-Enezi yesterday sent a
series of questions to Minister of Public Works Ali
Al-Omair over the controversial KD 1.32 billion
contract for the expansion project of Kuwait
International Airport.

The lawmaker said that the ministry is insisting
on signing the contract with the winner Kuwaiti-
Turkish consortium despite key objections by the
Audit Bureau and to do that it has sent the project
to the council of ministers to take a decision on
the issue. The project was initially offered in a pub-
lic tender and won by the Kuwaiti-Turkish consor-
tium for about KD 1.38 billion, over KD 380 million
above the ministry estimates.

Based on recommendations by the State
Audit Bureau, the tender was canceled by the
public works ministry and it was recommend-
ed that the winner consortium be disqualified
because their offer is technically and financial-
ly defect, the lawmaker said. It was again re-
tendered but only among the four consortia
who came first in the scrapped tender includ-
ing the winners whom the Audit Bureau rec-
ommended to disqualify.

Estimates
The re-tendering was carried out after the

ministry asked its advisers to restudy the cost
estimates who accordingly increased the esti-
mates from KD 1 billion to KD 1.25 billion, he
said. This raise came although some key compo-
nents of the project were cancelled.

The State Audit Bureau again rejected the
contract because of suspected financial and
technical violations in the tender, Enezi said. But
the public works ministry finally took the issue to
the cabinet to decide on it.

The lawmaker asked Omair if his ministry
called for changing the Audit Bureau team that
rejected the project twice.  He said i f  the
answer is positive, what is the legal justifica-
tion for it and to where the request was sub-
mitted. He demanded official documents to
support the answer. 

He also asked if the ministry asked the cabinet
to resolve the dispute and why it did so without
resolving the technical and financial shortcom-
ings demanded by the Audit Bureau.

Enezi said the main objection of the Audit
Bureau was that its cost was highly inflated and
should be lowered without impacting its compo-

nents in addition to rectifying some technical
issues. He asked the minister why the ministry
has failed to deal with such shortcomings.

Remittances
In another development, MP Faisal Al-Kundari

yesterday proposed that the government should
tax the overseas money transfers of expatriates
working in the country.

Kundari proposed a 2 percent tax for transfers
of up to KD 100, 4 percent for transfers of
between KD 100 and 499 and five percent for
transfers above KD500. The lawmaker did not
propose any similar taxes on transfers by citizens.

MPs in the past made similar proposals to tax
money transfers by expats to support the budget
and reduce the amounts of money leaving the
country. Meanwhile, MP Youssef Al-Zalzalah yes-
terday praised the assembly legal and legislative
committee for approving his proposal to amend
the nationality law so to naturalize children of
Kuwaiti women married to foreigners.

Under the amendment, children of Kuwaiti
women from foreign spouses will be treated as
Kuwaitis until they become adults and then giv-
en the Kuwaiti citizenship. 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A number of expatriate laborers
working for a company that has a contract
with Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) in
Rawdatain yesterday went on strike in
protest over not receiving salaries that
have been delayed because of some prob-
lems related to the company’s contract
with KOC. Security forces were present at
the worksite in case of any contingency
while the protesters sat on the ground
dressed in their uniforms. 

Municipal Council holds session
During its weekly meeting, the

Municipal Council yesterday agreed to allo-
cate new lands to build 3,600 housing units
to the south of Abdullah Al-Mubarak. The
council also demanded removing military
camps from Jahra and agreed to allocate
housing units for citizens who had sold
their own houses. Discussing the council’s
KD 400,000 budget, member Hassan Kamal

stressed that the municipal council was not
burdening the state budget and that it was
the lowest budget a government body gets. 

Commenting on the Sabah Al-Ahmed
Marine City (Khairan chalets), member
Ahmed Al-Fadhalah stressed that the site
was ideal for residences, but he noted that
many bachelors live in it. 

Member Osama Al-Otaibi called for
activating recycling projects that had
been delayed since 2013 because of some
paperwork and stressed that in view of the
accumulating wastes, solid ones should be
recycled to make use of them. 

The council also discussed the collapse
of an under-construction mosque in
Sabah Al-Ahmad, k il l ing and injuring
some workers.  Member Abdullah Al-
Kandary urged the housing authority to
force the contracting company to report
on the collapse. The council also discussed
a proposal to remove NGOs out of
Shuwaikh residential area and relocate
them in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. 

Expat oil workers protest
unpaid allowances

Questions highlight controversy
over airport expansion project
MP proposes taxes on expats’ money transfer

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firefighters freed a camel that
was trapped in a hole in Rahaya desert. A
Jahra occupational rescue team headed to
the scene after the incident was reported,
dug around the camel’s stuck leg, then
pulled it out of the hole. The animal was
freed unharmed.

Jabriya fire
Fire in a nine-storey building in Jabriya

prompted Hawally Fire Center, supported
by Salmiya Fire Center to respond. The fire
was in an 8th floor apartment. Residents
were evacuated, and the flames were con-
tained to keep them from spreading to oth-

er apartments. An elderly woman had a
slight smoke inhalation and was treated
onsite by paramedics. The fire was put out
within 30 minutes. 

No injuries
A vehicle went in flames on Sixth Ring

Road near Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. Firemen
rushed to the scene and fought the fire. No
injuries were reported. Meanwhile, a fire
broke out in an Abdallah Al-Mubarak house,
prompting Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh’s Fire Station
to respond. The fire was in a room full of
clothes. It was extinguished and no injuries
were reported. Separately, a transformer in
Hasawi caught fire, so Jleeb firemen rushed
to the scene and tackled the blaze.

Firefighters free camel
trapped in Rahaya desert

A fireman inspects the scene after a blaze was tackled at a Jabriya building.

A vehicle engulfed in flames on Sixth Ring Road near Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh.

Municipal Council’s
new HQ costs
KD 18 million

KUWAIT: The total cost of the new headquarters
of the Municipal Council is around KD 18 million,
Kuwait Municipality’s Constructions Department
said yesterday. 

A large part of the building has been accom-
plished with the support of the executive
branch, the department’s manager Engineer
Sharifa Al-Delaimi said, noting the project will be
handed over at the end of 2017.

The total land area is 11,300 square meters
and consists of two buildings; one is 10 floors for
administrative use of Municipality council
including an auditorium, Engineer Delaimi said.
She added the other building is a multi-storey
car parking that includes a civil defense Center
and general services for the building. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) conducted an exercise at the Radisson Blu hotel yesterday. The scenario of the exercise mim-
icked a fire in a hall used for celebrations. Firemen from the South Salmiya Fire Center participated in the drill. They practiced evacuating the
hotel, freeing trapped people inside and tackling flames. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun


