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The most decorated Spanish MotoGPTM rid-
er in history, reigning World Champion and
one of the most talented riders on the inter-

national scene, Jorge Lorenzo, is the newest
member of the Tissot Family. Known for his preci-
sion, elegance and style in addition to his com-
petitive spirit, he represents the values of the
swiss watchmaker perfectly and is a great addi-
tion to the Tissot family, Official Timekeeper of
MotoGPTM. 

Jorge Lorenzo’s path has been paved with pre-
cociousness and records. Success has been his
companion since the day he rode a bike for the
first time at the young age of 3.  When he was 8,
as one of the youngest, he won the Balearic
Championship. He soon made the jump into the
European Championship and the Aprilia Cup. His
quick thinking and his constant evolution
opened the doors to the MotoGPTM World
Championship. In 2002, on his 15th birthday and
on the famous Jerez circuit, he became the
youngest rider in the World Championship. After
three years in the 125CC category, he escalated
to 250cc and achieved two consecutive World
Championship Titles. Jorge Lorenzo was then at
ease in making the leap to the top flight in 2008.
In his first race, he won pole position and in his
third MotoGPTM Grand Prix, he climbed to the
top of the podium.

Since then and during his eight seasons,
Lorenzo has not stopped growing. He has
achieved three World Championships (2010, 2012
and 2015), has been runner-up three times (2009,
2011 and 2013) and has become one of the most
important racers of all-time with a record number
of Poles (62). He is also the fourth driver in the all-
time list for victories in the premier class (41) and
third in line for the most podium finishes (99).

FranÁois ThiÈbaud, President of Tissot, has also
expressed his enthusiasm: “We are very pleased
to welcome Jorge Lorenzo to the Tissot family.
His passion, his courage and fighting spirit fit
with the values of Tissot perfectly. Our commit-
ment to the world of MotoGPTM and to our role
as Official Timekeeper is strengthened by our
alliances with great athletes. It is an honour for us
to welcome the three-time World Champion in
our family today. “

“It is an honour for me that Tissot, such a pres-
tigious brand with so much history in motorcy-
cling, entrusts me with the role of ambassador.
Tissot plays crucial role in the races and sets the
pace in MotoGPTM. Now, I would like to return
the favour and trust with victories and maximum
precision on the track.” Sais Jorge Lorenzo. 

A champion who joins the great Tissot family
of MotoGPTM ambassadors: Stefan Bradl, Thomas
L¸thi, Tito Rabat and Bradley Smith. Welcome!

Tissot new ambassador Spanish MotoGPTM rider
Jorge Lorenzo.
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NEW ORLEANS: Yvette Landry per forms on the
Sheraton New Orleans Fais Do-Do Stage during second
Saturday of the New Orleans Jazz Fest at the Fair
Grounds, on Saturday.—AP

NEW ORLEANS: Paul Sanchez, pictured, & The Rolling
Road Show open the Gentilly Stage during the New
Orleans Jazz Fest at the Fair Grounds, on Saturday.—AP

NEW ORLEANS: The Preservation Hall Jazz Band per-
forms on the Gentilly Stage during the New Orleans
Jazz Fest at the Fair Grounds, on Saturday.—AP

The last day of the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage
Festival kicked off yesterday under grey skies again, a
day after a deluge whipped through the area and

rained out closing acts.
Organizers honored tickets yesterday for those who

were rained out Saturday. Stevie Wonder, who was sup-
posed to close the Acura Stage Saturday, gave an
impromptu performance in a New Orleans nightclub
instead on Saturday evening.

Some of the acts were singer Lena Prima; jazz patriarch
Ellis Marsalis; the Isley Brothers; gospel singer Mavis
Staples; and Trombone Shorty and Orleans Avenue.

Prima has an interview on one of the festival’s 12 stages
and a performance 2 1/2 hours later on another, with the
Lena Prima Band. In an interview ahead of the festival, she
said she most likely won’t be in the audience at other per-
formances ahead of her own. “I like to conserve my energy
so I can do the best show I can.”

Earlier days featured the Red Hot Chili Peppers, Steely
Dan, Pearl Jam, Boz Scaggs, R&B crooner Maxwell and Van
Morrison. 

Prima’s show includes both songs she’s written (mostly
with her husband, bassist Tim Fahey, or with singer-song-
writer Ingrid Lucia) and songs written or made popular by
her father, whose many hits included “Sing, Sing, Sing,”
“Jump, Jive an’ Wail,” and “A Sunday Kind of Love.” Her own
songs embrace many genres, including reggae, country,
rock, and New Orleans sound, sometimes with a gospel
vibe. Her father’s music is also hard to classify, she said.
Louis Prima, who voiced the orangutan King Louie for the
1967 Disney animation of “The Jungle Book,” moved from
New Orleans jazz to swing, big band, a Las Vegas lounge
act, and a pop-rock band.

Prima said she’s always loved her father’s music. She
also loved his stories about growing up in New Orleans,
which included running after Louis Armstrong’s band as it
drove around town on a flatbed truck, playing to publicize
appearances. She grew up mostly in Las Vegas, with inter-
mittent stints in New Orleans and in suburban Covington,
where he owned a golf course. “I was star-struck by him my
whole childhood - how he talked to people, how he treat-
ed people, how he was on stage,” she said. Surgery to
remove a non-cancerous but large brain tumor left her

father in a coma in 1975. She was 7. He died three years lat-
er, still in a coma.

At 18, Lena Prima was fronting a heavy metal band.
Working two or three day jobs and singing at clubs at night
was exhausting, and heavy metal gave way to grunge.
Prima’s best high school friend was singing in Las Vegas
casinos with cover bands and suggested she try it.

It was a hard decision, she said, but she eventually took
her friend’s advice and enjoyed full-time singing: “Three,
four, five sets a night. It was hard but great.”

After 10 years, she put her own show together. She’d
been featuring a few of her father’s songs, and found fans
coming up afterward to talk about him. In 2000, the tribute

became the show.
Prima played the 2010 Jazz Fest and was entranced by

the city’s passion for music and musicians’ support for each
other. “People go to New Orleans for music. They don’t do
that in Vegas anymore,” she said.

She and Fahey moved around Christmas 2011. During
the move, they got a call from the Monteleone hotel, which
was opening a lounge and asked if she’d like to open it in
January. They have a standing Friday date. “From the
moment I went up there and sang that first song with that
band, I felt ... ‘Ahhhh.’ I felt great,” she said.—AP  

Jazz fest’s last day kicks off 
after storm cancels some sets

NEW ORLEANS: The Acura Stage area is flooded after a storm dumped several inches of rain on the New Orleans
Jazz Fest at the Fair Grounds, on Saturday.—AP

Oscar-nominated actor Woody
Harrelson’s bid to open a medical
marijuana dispensary in Hawaii was

rejected on Friday, as the state approved
eight of more than 60 applicants, officials
said. 

Harrelson, who is best known for his
roles in the film “White Men Can’t Jump”
and 1980s sitcom “Cheers,” had applied for
a license on behalf of his company Simple
Organic Living LLC.

The actor, who for more than a decade
has spoken in favor of pot and is on the
advisory board of the National
Organization for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws, made national headlines earlier this
year when his application became public.

The Hawaii Department of Health on
Friday released a list of approved appli-
cants, with three in Honolulu on the island
of Oahu, two on the Big Island, two on
Maui and one on Kauai.

Harrelson’s business was not on the
approved list, and a statement from the
department did not specifically say why the
actor’s application was denied. The Hawaii

legislature last year approved the creation
of medical marijuana dispensaries. More
than 20 US states and the District of
Columbia allow medical marijuana and
four of those states also allow recreational
pot use, but the drug is banned under fed-
eral law.—Reuters

Actor Woody Harrelson’s application 
to open pot business in Hawaii fails

LOS ANGELES: Woody Harrelson poses
at the premiere of ‘’The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay - Part 2’’on November 16,
2015.—AFP

“I’m delighted that Ferrell had the
good sense to figure out this is a
dead loser,” former speaker of the

house Newt Gingrich told Variety
Saturday night at a party before White
House Correspondents Dinner, respond-
ing to the news  that Will Ferrell had
pulled out of a the Black List script
“Reagan.”

“I hope the people who want to do
the movie just drop it.” Gingrich was
quick oppose Ferrell playing the late
president, and tweeted an open letter
from Patti Davis, Reagan’s daughter, to
his 1.5 million followers on Friday.

“I think the very premise is idiotic and
despicable,” Gingrich said. “I like Will
Ferrell.  I think he is a very funny guy, but
I think this would have been an absolute
disaster for his career.”

The script, optioned by Ferrell’s pro-
duction company, centers on the conceit
that Reagan had no idea what he was
doing during his second term, and in it
makes mistakes like thinking Mikhail
Gorbachev is Ernest Borgnine. But, Newt

does think a Reagan movie would work,
if it were not a comedy, but rather a love
story in the vein of “The Notebook,” the
2004 film that touches on the subject of
dementia.

“‘The Notebook’ deals with the real
sense of the human tragedy, and at the
same time of the opportunity for loving,”
Gingrich said. “I’m almost crying talking
to you about it. It is so real. I’ve probably
seen it seven times.”

But in Gingrich’s vision the film should
be built around Nancy Reagan, who died
earlier this year, and her experience car-
ing for her husband. “Nancy has the really
complicated role,” Gingrich said. “She
talked to me about this one time. He
looks totally normal but he is not there,
and she is having to go through the
whole process-they are building the
library, they are trying to make sure they
are preserving his legacy, and she is real-
ly at the intersection. Ronnie is not.”

Gingrich even volunteered his con-
sulting services on the script. —Reuters

Newt Gingrich: Reagan Movie Would 
Work if it Was Like ‘The Notebook’


