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WASHINGTON: Dame Hellen Mirren arriving at the annual White House
Correspondents’ Association dinner at the Washington Hilton wearing a
purple dress and fake tattoo honoring Prince. — AFP

Oscar-winning actress Helen
Mirren was among the
guests at the Saturday after-

noon Georgetown brunch hosted
by Tammy Haddad before the White
House Correspondents Dinner.

Mirren, who has voiced her sup-
port for Hillary Clinton in the past,
took selfies with fans at the star-
studded-by Washington D.C. stan-
dards-outdoor party. “Politics in
America are always very exciting,”
Mirren told Variety, as she took a sip
from an orange smoothie. “It’s very
watchable, full of drama. I’m observ-

ing it. I don’t vote in America. I’m not
an American citizen. So I can watch
with fascination.”

When asked about Donald
Trump, Mirren only replied: “I’m a
believer of the American democratic
system,” she said, as her husband
pulled her away.

Other sightings at the brunch
included Charlie Rose (who gave
Mirren a big hug),  Rosario Dawson,
Joy Behar, Candace Cameron Bure,
Sela Ward, “Scandal” president Tony
Goldwyn and former “Apprentice”
contestant Omarosa Manigault.

Helen Mirren on Trump: 
‘I’m a Believer of the

American Democratic System’

Two years after coming out as
gay and praising the Mormon
church for offering support,

the lead singer of a popular rock
band is denouncing his faith in his
latest music video.

Tyler Glenn of Neon Trees, a
Provo, Utah-based band, released
the video Friday for a single
titled “Trash,” in which he
appears to be trashing the
church. The video includes
images related to the church and
shows Glenn drinking alcohol.

Glenn told Rolling Stone maga-
zine that his belief in the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
changed about six months ago. In
November, the church announced
that people in same-sex couples
could be excommunicated. The
rules also said children of those
couples must disavow homosexual
relationships and cannot be bap-
tized until they are 18.

One of few publicly out
Mormons, Glenn told The
Associated Press in 2014 that he
was looking forward to speaking
about gay acceptance in his reli-
gious culture. “On the level of being
a role model for kids or LGBT
Mormon youth, I’m totally down
because I come from that back-
ground and I would be able to
speak to them honestly,” he said

shortly after announcing his sexual
orientation.

A representative of the church
declined to comment. In the 2014
interview, he said he had received
positive feedback from church lead-
ers. “I was surprised at how many
Mormon church leaders wrote me
messages saying, ‘This is great that
you’re doing this,’ “ he said. “That
really was cool.” — AP

Openly gay rock singer
changing tune

on Mormon religion

Cowabunga, dudes! The Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles are New
York City’s official family ambas-

sadors for 2016.
The city’s tourism agency, NYC &

Company, has announced that the
sewer-dwelling reptiles will star in
ads to encourage families to explore
New York. Agency CEO Fred Dixon
says the tur t les are “the per fect
guides to help families discover the

vibrancy and excitement throughout
the five boroughs.”

The crime-fighting ninja turtles -
Donatello, Michelangelo, Leonardo
and Raphael - started out in comic
books in the 1980s before branching
out to TV and film. The latest movie
came out in 2014 and a sequel is set
for release in June. They succeed Dora
the Explorer, who served as last year’s
ambassador. — AP

Cowabunga! Ninja Turtles
official NYC ambassadors

Lee Han’s “A Melody to
Remember” scooped the audi-
ence award at the 18th edition

of the Far East Film Festival, which
unspooled April 22-30 in Udine, Italy.

The drama about a Korean War
veteran who organizes a choir at
an orphanage after returning from
the front was an international pre-
miere at the festival following its
January 2016 release in Korea by
Next Entertainment World.

Shuichi Okita’s quirky comedy
“Mohican Comes Home” was given
the ‘Black Dragon Audience Award,’
voted on by special pass holders,
as well the third place audience
award. Both director Okita and star
Ryuhei Matsuda were on hand to
accept the prizes.

The second place audience

award went to Lee Ho-Jae’s drama
“Sori: Voice from the Heart,” which
was also the closing film. The
Mymovies Award, selected by
Internet voters, was given to
Hitoshi One’s manga world come-
dy “Bakuman.”

‘Golden Mulberry Awards’ for
lifetime achievement went to
director Nobuhiko Obayashi, four
of whose films were screened in
the festival’s retrospective dedicat-
ed to Japanese sci-fi and fantasy
classics, and Hong Kong martial
arts legend Sammo Hung, whose
new film “The Bodyguard” was also
shown on closing night.  Launched
in 1999, the Udine Far East Film
Festival has become Europe’s
largest showcase of Asian genre
and popular films. — Reuters

‘A Melody to Remember’ Wins 
The Audience Award at Udine

In the upcoming “Independence Day:
Resurgence,” Sela Ward plays a pantsuit-wearing
US president tasked with saving mankind after

an alien invasion. Director Roland Emmerich offered
her the part, and Ward was game (“I’m going for it”),
after working with him on 2004’s “The Day After
Tomorrow.” Variety caught up with Ward at this
week’s White House Correspondents Dinner.

Did you model President Landford on any real-
life presidents?  Well, we don’t have any female pres-
idents to emulate. But I watched a lot of Hillary
Clinton on the campaign trail, just to see physically
what she would do, how she would approach a
podium, a crowd, etc. [Germany’s] Angela Merkel, I
would look at a little bit. She’s not as expressive. It’s
really mostly watching Hillary, who is the only real
female role model we have.
Did you absorb Hillary’s energy?
I was listening to the cadence of her speeches. That
informed me a lot. I was watching physically what

she would do.
Did you look at any male presidents?
No. Not relevant.
Is she based on Hillary?
No. She’s based on how Sela would approach the
world.
Is she a good president?
Fabulous. She’s very strong, decisive, not afraid to
use force. She’s a risk taker, a split second decision-
maker. I loved her.
Is it time for the United States to elect a female
president?
Oh, past time.
What are your thoughts on this year’s election?
It’s the craziest circus I’ve ever seen.
Are you a Republican?
I’m an independent. I’m such a centrist. We need to
have our own party.
Are you supporting Trump or Hillary?
I haven’t decided. — Reuters

Sela Ward Studied Hillary Clinton to Play
President in ‘Independence Day: Resurgence’

The original artwork for the last
two pages of the Tintin comic
book “King Ottokar’s Sceptre”

sold for a total of 1.046 million Euros
at auction Saturday in Paris.

“This is only the second time a
Tintin plate has exceeded a million
Euros,” Eric Leroy, comic book expert
at French auction house Artcurial,
told AFP. A double page plate also
from “King Ottokar’s Sceptre” sold for
more than 1.5 million Euros at
Sotheby’s in Paris in October.

Artcurial had estimated Saturday’s
lot would fetch between 600,000
and 800,000 euros, before fees. “Over
a million Euros, this is an excellent
result,” said Leroy.  “Herge’s universe
still conquers,” added Leroy, referring
to the cartoonist behind the famous

comic. The work in blue watercolor,
gouache and ink was bought on the
phone “by a European collector, a
long-time fan”, said Leroy. Published
in 1939, “King Ottokar’s Sceptre” is
the eighth installment of the adven-
tures of the intrepid boy reporter by
the Belgian artist Herge.

Intended by Herge as criticism of
Nazi Germany, Tintin helps thwart a
plot to overthrow the king of a fic-
tional Central European country
which is threatened by an aggressive
neighbor. Tintin works are becoming
increasingly popular with collectors.
An ink drawing for the cover pages
of the Tintin books published from
1937 to 1958 was sold for 2.65 mil-
lion Euros by Artcurial in 2014, a
world record. — AFP

Original Tintin ‘King Ottokar’s 
Sceptre’ art sells for $1.2 mn 

Pop star Kesha released her first
new music in three years on
Friday after losing a legal bid

earlier this month to scrap her record-
ing contract with Sony Music and pro-
ducer Dr. Luke, whom the singer had
accused of sexual assault. Kesha, 29,
teamed up with DJ Zedd on the single
“True Colors,” an electro-pop ballad
released through the singer’s label
RCA Records, an unit of Sony Corp’s
Sony Music Entertainment, and Dr.
Luke’s Kemosabe Records, to which
Kesha is still signed to.

In a tweet on Friday, Kesha said
“#truecolors spoke to me so deeply I
had to spread the beautiful message
of personal empowerment.” Zedd
added on Twitter, “Just to clarify: We
didn’t use any loop holes. Kemosabe /
RCA gave us permission to release this
song!” Earlier this year, Kesha appealed
a New York Supreme Court justice’s
decision to refuse to release her from a
six-album contract with Sony, after the
singer filed a sexual assault lawsuit
against Dr. Luke in 2014.

Representatives for Sony Music and
Dr. Luke did not immediately respond

to Reuters’ requests for comment on
Friday. The producer has previously
denied Kesha’s allegations of rape and
emotional abuse. The justice found in
February that Kesha, who had not
released new music since 2013’s
“C’Mon” and “Crazy Kids” from her
“Warrior” album, was free to record for
Sony with other producers, without
interference from Dr. Luke. The singer
said the decision was akin to slavery.
The case sparked the #FreeKesha cam-
paign on social media and a petition
asking Sony to release Kesha from her
contract. The singer also earned sup-
port from other artists such as Taylor
Swift, Adele and Lady Gaga.

“True Colors” features Kesha
singing lyrics such as “We’ve escaped
our capture, And I have no master,”
and “I won’t apologize, For the fire in
my eyes, Let me show you my, my true
colors.” Kesha had made a surprise
appearance on stage with Zedd at the
Southern California music festival
Coachella earlier this month to debut
the song. “True Colors” was at No. 11
on the iTunes US top-selling songs
yesterday evening. — Reuters

Pop star Kesha releases first 
single after label dispute


