
MADRID: Real Madrid’s hopes of Cristiano Ronaldo being fit for their
Champions League semi-final, second leg with
Manchester City today were boosted as the
Portuguese returned to training yesterday.
Ronaldo has missed Real’s last three games due to
a thigh injury, but may be risked against City with
the tie finely balanced at 0-0.  “Cristiano Ronaldo
worked with the group for the first half of the ses-
sion, before training individually out on the pitch
during the second half,” Madrid said in a statement.
The three-time World Player of the Year has been in
blistering form in the Champions League this season,
scoring 16 goals in 10 appearances, including a hat-
trick in the second leg of their quarter-final with
Wolfsburg to overcome a 2-0 first leg deficit.
French striker Karim Benzema’s chances of
recovering from a hamstring  strain in the
first leg look slimmer as he didn’t train with
the rest of his teammates yesterday. — AFP
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BERLIN: Having been relegated from the Bundesliga the day
before, Hanover 96 were yesterday mourning their midfielder
Niklas Feierabend after the 19-year-old was killed in a car
crash. The youth team talent was only given a professional
contract in February and had not made his debut in
Germany’s top flight. “This morning we received the terrible
news that our 19-year-old forward lost his life after a car crash
in the early hours of this morning,” said the club in a state-
ment on their website. According to police, Feierabend was
one of three backseat passengers who received fatal injuries
when the car they were in left the road and hit a tree at 0545
(0345 GMT) yesterday morning. He had played for Hanover
96’s youth team in a game against RB Leipzig on Saturday and
Hanover’s reserve team game on Sunday was called off out of
respect for Feierabend’s family. Bottom side Hanover had their
relegation from Germany’s top flight confirmed on Saturday
when they were beaten 3-1 at home by Schalke-their 22nd
defeat in 32 league games. — AFP

Hanover 96 player killed 
day after relegation

LONDON: Manchester United manager Louis van Gaal has reiterated his belief
that he will still be at the club next season, in comments published by several
British newspapers yesterday. Van Gaal’s position has been under scrutiny for
several months and recent media reports have suggested that Jose Mourinho,
the former Chelsea manager, has already agreed to take over at the end of the

season. But Van Gaal, who has led United to the FA Cup final, is
determined to see out the final year of his three-year contract,
saying: “I knew it would be like this. That’s why they hired me
and we spoke about it. “We always knew that the process
would take three years. I wanted to sign only for two years.
The club wanted me to sign for three years, not me. I signed

for three years, so next year you will see me again. “Every
week for six months I have been ‘sacked’, and yet I am

still here.  But this has happened to me at every club I
have been at.” United welcome Leicester City to Old

Trafford later yesterday, when victory for the visi-
tors will give them the first top-flight title in their

history. — AFP

I’ll be at Man 
Utd says Van Gaal

Ronaldo trains ahead 
of Man City clash

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sports Club season
came to a close with the conclusion of the
tournament of the late Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah Cup, under the patron-
age of Information Minister, State Minister for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, who was present at the
closing ceremony which was held Saturday
evening in the presence of President of Asian
Shooting Sports Federation Sheikh Ali bin
Abdallah Al-Khalifa, President of Kuwait and
Arab Shooting Federations Eng Duaij Khalaf
Al-Otaibi, Secretary General of KSSF and ASF
Obaid Munahi Al-Osaimi, and KSSC board
member Engineer Duaij Al-Otaibi said in his
closing speech “Kuwait Shooting is proud to
organize this dear championship as it bears
the name of the father of the honorar y

President of KSSC Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud
Al-Sabah who is the supporter of shooting
sport. He thanked him for the support of the
shooting sport who always contributed to
the development of the Kuwait Shooting
Sport unit it became one of the most notable
spor ts activit ies at the Arab, Asian and
Olympic levels Al-Otaibi said, this final tour-
nament comes following successful participa-
tion at the 12th Arab Shooting tournament,
held in Cairo lately. 

He said Kuwait shooters returned with six
gold, three silver and two bronze medals,
adding that we are confident or shooters will
make more outstanding achievements in the
name of their country, Kuwait.

Meanwhile Information Minister, State
Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah thanked KSSC
President Eng Duaij Kahalf Al-Otaibi and board

members for the efforts they are exerting and
we ask them for more. He said Public Authority
for Sports will not spare an effort in support of
all productive sports federations.

Meanwhile, results of the tournament are
as follows:

In the skeet men Nasser Al-Daihani was on
top of his game and took first place following
a tough competition from Saud Habib Al-
Kandari while the seasoned shooter Abdallah
Al-Rashidi was third.

In the trap competition, Talal Abdallah Al-
Rashidi made sure the gold medal in his as he
won first place, despite tough resistance from
hard fighting Khalid Al-Mudhaf who was sec-
ond, while Abdelrahman Al-Faihan had to be
satisfied with third.

The double trap competition was also hard
and competition very strong between world
champions Ahmad Al-Afasi who won first

place defeating his brother Hamad Al-Afasi
and third place went to Olympian Fuahid Al-
Daihani.

In the women’s trap Sarah Al-Hawal took
first place,w hile Asmaa Al-Qatami won second
place and Hajer Fawzi won third.

In the women’s skeet Afrah Adel won first
place, Sheikha Ali Ak-Rashidi second and
Eman Al-Shamma third.

In trap men juniors Mohammad Al-Hamly
first, Fares Al-Mutairi second and Nasser Al-
Khaldi third.

In skeet men juniors Hamad Al-Ablani first,
Hamad Al-Azmi second and Nasser Al-Mutairi
third.

In the air pistol - men:
Saad Al-Ajmi was first place, Hassan Al-

Mulla second and Mideth Al-Sahli third.
In the air rifle - men:
Abdallah Al-Harby first,  Mohammad

Abdelrahman second, Khalid Al-Subaie third.
In the air pistol - women:
Israa Bahman first, Huthama Al-Bashli sec-

ond and Athari Qurban third.
In the air rifle - women:
Mariam Erzouqi first, Heba Erzouqi second,

and Zahra Al-Saffar third.
In air pistol - men juniors:
Khalifa Al-Dhafiri first, Mohammad Al-

Dhafiri second, Salem Buresli third.
In air rifle - women juniors:
Heba Erzouqi first, Reem Al-Bughaili second

and Shurouq Al-Duwaisan third.
In compared archery:
Musallam Faisal first, Ahmad Al-Shatti sec-

ond and Salem Al-Zaid third.
In Olympic Archery:
Abdallah Taha first, Faisal Al-Rashidi second

and Abdallah Al-Harbi third.

Kuwait Shooting Sports season ends on a high note

KUWAIT: Kuwait Disabled Shooting Sport
will participate in the World Cup shooting
tournament in Poland, and in Germany. The
tournaments started yesterday May 1 in
Poland and will continue until May 5th, the
second will be in Hanover, Germany from 6-
16/5. Head of the Kuwait delegation, Deputy

Chairman of Kuwait Disabled Sports Club
Nasser Al-Ajmi said shooter Atif Al-Dousary is
totally ready for both tournaments, and
determined to get good results in the name
of Kuwait.

He said the tournaments come in an
opportune time to prepare the shooter for

the Olympics in Brazil next September.
He said shooter Al-Dousary will have a

training camp in Germany from 16-31 to pre-
pare for the Olympic. He thanked Public
Authority Board of Directors for removing all
obstacles to allow the club to participate in
international events.

SYDNEY:  The Brisbane Broncos blew their
chance to move clear at the top of the
National Rugby League ladder yesterday
when they narrowly lost 30-28 to Cronulla
Sharks.

A win would have made them outright
leaders but after nine games played this sea-
son they share the glory with three others on
14 points-North Queensland Cowboys,
Melbourne Storm and the Sharks.  The Sharks
led 28-6 at the break after dominating the first
half, but the Broncos came storming back to
draw within two points before the home side
held out for a deserved win.

The defending champion Cowboys had a
convincing 34-18 romp over an injury-ravaged
Manly Sea Eagles with Michael Morgan a
standout.  He scored a powerful solo try with a
scorching right-edge run and was dominant
throughout, illustrating why he has been
called up for a Test debut by the Kangaroos.

“He’s got all the attributes of a really good
footballer, defends really well, he’s got speed,
very powerful so he can no doubt be one of
the Cowboys best,” Cowboys captain
Johnathan Thurston said.  The Storm stayed in
the chase at the top of the table with a 38-0
thrashing of the Gold Coast Titans.

Fijian flyer Suliasi Vunivalu and Cooper

Cronk bagged two tries each at a wet Gold
Coast, with the rampaging Storm now having
racked up an 80-0 points differential in two
games in six days.

Manly’s defeat leaves them languishing
mid-table in ninth, with just eight points,
alongside St George Illawarra Dragons.

The Dragons unexpectedly crashed 26-10
to a new-look New Zealand Warriors who on
Friday axed six players from their squad for
“failing to meet team standards”.

Fairfax NZ reported they went on a boozy
night out in the wake of last week’s 42-0
humiliation by the Storm.

The Warriors, playing at home, took the
lead in the eighth minute when Shaun
Johnson slotted home an easy penalty and
they didn’t relinquish it for the rest of the
match. In other weekend games, the Penrith
Panthers survived a nailbiter against Canberra
Raiders with Peter Wallace drilling a difficult
late kick to give his side victory, as they
climbed to eighth. 

The hapless Newcastle Knights prop up the
ladder after being hammered 38-0 by fellow
strugglers the Sydney Roosters. Elsewhere, the
Wests Tigers beat South Sydney Rabbitohs
and the Paramatta Els overcame Canterbury
Bulldogs. —AFP
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