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On Saturday, Yemen’s warring parties held their first
face-to-face talks since the negotiations in Kuwait began
on April 21. The UN envoy said these direct talks were “pro-
ductive” and had touched on key issues. But later Saturday,
the rebels and their allies overran Al-Amaliqa base in
northern Yemen after hours of clashes, tribal and military
sources said, adding that the fighting caused casualties.

The sources said the commanders of the 600-strong
brigade at the base, located in the rebel stronghold
province of Amran since 2014, had “chosen to remain neu-
tral” as pro-government forces, backed a Saudi-led coali-
tion, clashed with the insurgents across Yemen. “The attack

against Al-Amaliqa brigade torpedoes the peace consulta-
tions in Kuwait,” Mikhlafi has said on Twitter.

Yemen’s warring parties have repeatedly traded blame
for ceasefire violations. Government loyalists said they
have recorded “3,694 ceasefire violations by the Houthis
and their allies” - troops fighting in support of former presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh. Meanwhile, the rebels accused
government forces and the Saudi-led coalition backing
them of 4,000 breaches. 

The coalition in March 2015 began a military campaign
against the rebels, who have seized the capital Sanaa
among other parts of the country. The UN says that more
than 6,400 people have been killed since then and around
2.8 million displaced. — AFP 

Yemen talks suspended after Houthis...
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Shaye said the new draft law consists of 98 articles
compared to just 50 articles in the present law, adding the
new bill is more transparent and fair. Among the new addi-
tions to the law is that contractors having trouble complet-
ing current projects will not be awarded new projects until
they resolve the problems.

The new law requires bidders to present separate techni-
cal and financial bids and the latter will not be opened unless
the technical bid fulfills the requirements, he said. The bill
also tackles the issue of winners withdrawing in favor of
those in second place against a sum of money, and bans
such a practice. The bill stipulates the formation of a petitions
committee under the Cabinet instead of the Central Tenders

Committee handling such sensitive matters, Shaye said. He
said the draft law will be referred to the Assembly for debate
in the next session or the one after that.

Meanwhile, the legal and legislative committee yester-
day rejected a proposal to advance the clock two hours in
Kuwait in the summer months in a bid to reduce the impact
of the scorching heat on workers. Under Kuwait law, labor-
ers working under the direct sun are banned from working
between noon and 4 pm in June, July and August.

Minister of Public Works Ali Al-Omair said the awarding
of the airport expansion project will be decided by the
Cabinet after a committee hears the views of the ministry
and the Audit Bureau. The tender was awarded to a local
and Turkish company but the ministry did not sign it
because of financial objections.
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While the government hopes the reforms will reduce
chronic unemployment of about 10 percent, critics believe
they threaten hard-won workers’ rights by making it easier to
lay off people in lean times. The government has already
watered down the bill but this has failed to calm the anger
among students and workers. “Withdraw, withdraw the labor
law. Not amendable, not negotiable,” protesters chanted.

In Istanbul, police clamped down on unauthorized
protests at a time of particular tension after a succession of
deadly attacks this year in Turkey blamed on jihadists and
Kurdish militants. Around 25,000 police were on duty, cor-
doning off the central Taksim Square and releasing volleys
of teargas and water cannon on those trying to make their
way to the protest hotspot, an AFP photographer said. 

In the flashpoint area of Okmeydani, masked radical left-
ists threw Molotov cocktails and firecrackers at police and
created burning barricades out of junk. The office of the
Istanbul governor said that 207 people were detained
around the city for trying to march on Taksim. It said that 40
Molotov cocktails, 17 hand grenades and dozens of fire-
works were seized.  In a separate incident, a man in his 50s
was killed when he was run over by a police water cannon
vehicle. Hundreds of labor and union activists took part in
an officially-sanctioned rally elsewhere in the city.

Meanwhile, Turkish police detained four suspected
Islamic State jihadists who were allegedly planning an
attack on May Day celebrations in the capital Ankara, the
state -run Anatolia news agency said.  International

Workers’ Day was started in Chicago in 1886 by a union
demanding an eight-hour work day and is now celebrated
around the world.

In Moscow around 100,000 workers joined a May Day
parade on the city’s Red Square, waving Russian flags and
balloons near the Kremlin walls, police said. The carefully
choreographed parade took place amid an economic crisis
brought on by Western sanctions over Ukraine and low oil
prices. Hundreds of thousands marched in Cuba at a rally
condemning a campaign to “destabilize” leftist governments
around Latin America.

“This May 1 is also a day to condemn the manoeuvres
aimed at...  reversing the gains achieved in social policy in
our America and destabilizing the leftist and progressive
governments in power,” Ulises Guilarte, the secretary gener-
al of the Workers’ Central Union of Cuba, told a massive
crowd on Havana’s Revolution Square.

Thousands marched in Madrid with banners proclaiming:
“Against budget cuts and for retirees.” In Austria, embattled
Chancellor Werner Faymann faced jeering and boos as he
addressed around 80,000 people in Vienna, a week after the
government’s disastrous defeat at the hands of the far-right
in a presidential ballot.

In South Korea, planned labor reforms have also sparked
anger among workers, and tens of thousands protested
against the bill. Labour activists say the reforms being
pushed by President Park Geun-Hye and her conservative
Saenuri Party will make it easier for companies to sack work-
ers. “Let’s fight together against the evil bill!” activists and
union members chanted during a protest in Seoul. — AFP 

Tear gas, tensions on May Day
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allegiance from extremist groups across the Middle
East and beyond, with especially powerful IS affiliates
operating in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula and in Libya. Jean-
Pierre Filiu, a Paris-based expert on Islam and jihadist
groups, said IS has been especially effective at using new
technology to surpass its less tech-savvy rival. “Al-Qaeda
propaganda has become invisible on social networks
thanks to the media war machine that Daesh has managed
to successfully create,” Filiu said, using an Arabic acronym
for IS. “Al-Qaeda has lost everywhere to Daesh, except in
the Sahel” desert region of northern Africa, he said.

William McCants, of the Brookings Institution in
Washington, agreed that Al-Qaeda had lost some
ground to IS, but said the organisation has recovered.
“Al-Qaeda has a strong showing in Syria and in Yemen,”
he said. In Syria the group’s local affiliate, Al-Nusra Front,
is one of the strongest forces fighting President Bashar
Al-Assad’s regime, holding large parts of the northern
province of Idlib.

The local branch in Yemen, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP), has meanwhile seized significant territo-
ry in the south and southeast as the government struggles
against Iran-backed Shiite insurgents who have taken the
capital Sanaa and other areas. AQAP suffered a setback last
week when Yemeni troops recaptured the key port city of
Mukalla it occupied for more than a year.

But AQAP remains the key jihadist force in Yemen
with thousands of members compared with only several
hundred affiliated with IS, McCants said. AQAP, consid-
ered by Washington to be Al-Qaeda’s most well-estab-
lished and dangerous branch, has also claimed responsi-
bility for one of the group’s most important attacks
abroad in recent years. In Jan 2015 gunmen stormed the
Paris offices of satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo with
assault rifles and other weapons, killing 12 people in an
attack claimed by AQAP.

Another branch, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb

(AQIM), has carried out assaults on hotels and restaurants
in Mali, Burkina Faso and Ivory Coast since November that
have left dozens dead, including many foreigners. The
attacks in west Africa “have reasserted the regional pres-
ence of AQIM and shown its expanding reach,” New York-
based intelligence consultancy The Soufan Group said in
March. “AQIM has used the attacks to challenge the influ-
ence of the Islamic State, to demonstrate and build its local
support and to show that it is united after earlier damag-
ing divisions,” it said. 

The International Crisis Group also argues that although
IS has reshaped the jihadist landscape, Al-Qaeda “has
evolved” and its branches in North Africa, Somalia, Syria
and Yemen “remain potent, some stronger than ever”.
“Some have grafted themselves onto local insurrections,
displaying a degree of pragmatism, caution about killing
Muslims and sensitivity to local norms,” said the Brussels-
based think-tank. Al-Qaeda chiefs in Yemen and elsewhere
have condemned IS for some of its actions, including
bombings of Shiite mosques.

The United States clearly still sees Al-Qaeda as a key
threat, pursuing a vigorous drone war against the group in
Yemen. The strikes have killed many senior operatives,
including Al-Qaeda’s second-in-command Nasir Al-
Wuhayshi in June 2015. In March a US strike on an AQAP
training camp in Yemen killed at least 71 recruits. Writing
for French news website Atlantico in early April, former
intelligence officer Alain Rodier said that while IS may have
stolen the spotlight, Al-Qaeda may be in a better long-
term position.

By rushing to declare its caliphate and establish its rule,
IS has made itself an easier target, with thousands of its
supporters killed in air strikes launched by a US-led coali-
tion and by Russia. Its harsh rule has also alienated poten-
tial supporters, while groups like Al-Nusra have instead
sought to work with local forces in areas under their con-
trol. “The death of Al-Qaeda’s founding father in no way
meant the end of his progeny,” Rodier wrote. “This jihad
will last for decades.” — AFP 
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were injured when an official from the Saudi Binladin Group
hit them with his car after employees protesting salary delays
rushed toward the vehicle. Police are investigating the incident.
Gulf-based construction firms have been among the hardest-hit
due to lower oil prices that have curbed and sometimes delayed
government spending on major infrastructure projects. In
February, the president of the Council of Saudi Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, Abdulrahman Al-Zamil, wrote an open
letter to King Salman saying that construction firms were strug-
gling under the weight of delayed payments for their work on
government projects.

The Saudi Binladin Group is one of the world’s largest con-
struction firms. Founded in 1931 and headquartered in Jeddah,
the firm has been behind some of Saudi Arabia’s most impor-
tant projects, including roads, tunnels, airports, universities and
hotels. It has carried out expansion work throughout the holy
city of Makkah to accommodate more Muslim pilgrims, includ-
ing construction of a massive clock tower with luxury hotels. The
multinational firm is also a main contractor for the Kingdom
Tower in Jeddah, which will be the world’s tallest skyscraper at a
kilometer, or roughly 3,300 feet, high. The Binladin family has
been close to Saudi Arabia’s ruling family for decades. Al-Qaida’s
late leader Osama bin Laden was a renegade son of the con-
struction firm’s founder, Mohammed bin Laden, and was dis-
owned by the family in the 1990s.

Despite the close family ties, the Saudi government barred
the firm from acquiring new contracts after an initial govern-

ment probe found the company was partly responsible for a
crane collapse in Makkah’s Grand Mosque last year that killed
111 people days before the start of the annual hajj pilgrimage in
September. The crane boom pierced the roof of the mosque
housing Islam’s holiest site, the Kaaba, bringing down slabs of
reinforced concrete and leaving bodies of worshippers lying
amid pools of blood on the mosque floors.

Saudi daily Arab News reported that the layoffs included
engineers, foremen, steel fixers, carpenters and welders at the
firm. The paper said employees were offered severance pay. The
newspaper cited various possible reasons for the terminations,
including government restrictions on the firm and changes to
Saudi labor law that have made it more difficult for firms to hire
expatriates over local Saudis. Other sectors have seen hundreds
of layoffs as governments across the Gulf look to hire more of
their own citizens and reduce public spending in the face of
plunging revenues from lower oil prices. There have been layoffs
in the United Arab Emirates’ banking sector and at Qatar
Petroleum and the Qatar-based news broadcaster Al-Jazeera,
among others. In Kuwait, oil unions held a three-day strike
against government cutbacks to their benefits and pay.

Masood Ahmed, director of the Middle East and Central Asia
Department for the International Monetary Fund, told AP
recently that one of the consequences of cutting back spending
in the Gulf is that fewer people will be needed to work on gov-
ernment-backed projects. “This is part of a sensible strategy to
try and balance their budgets over time to improve and further
their fiscal resilience and to reflect the new reality in terms of oil
revenues,” he said. —  AP 
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22,000 camels raced in Qatar and more than 55,000
across the Gulf. Camels usually start racing around the
age of two and generally go into stud at around six years
old. Races are usually held over a distance of four kilo-
metres, though for older animals that can reach a maxi-
mum of eight kilometres.

The races themselves are exuberant occasions and
not for the faint-hearted. Qataris, usually in Land
Cruisers, thunder alongside the sand track just a metre
or two away from their camels, honking horns and
shouting for their animals to run faster. Mixed in with the
owners’ vehicles are fans driving along to get close to
the action. It’s noisy, frenetic and crashes are common.
Sitting on top of the camels are tiny robot jockeys, which

can be remotely-controlled to whip the racers.  
In Qatar, there are three big races each season, with

valuable prizes such as $200,000 Mercedes Maybach
cars. “If you win this competition... then you will be very
famous, your camel will be very famous,” Qatari camel
owner Salem Al-Marri told AFP. Eighty per cent of the
camels he races are from breeding, Marri said: “I’m not
lucky in buying, I’m lucky in breeding.” Like many sports
though big rewards have brought problems, in this case
doping fears in recent years. Now, all camels are regis-
tered online through an iTunes app, chipped and receive
a blood test four days before every race. Marri says it’s
not just the big prizes which make the sport popular but
also how it connects Qataris with their traditions. “Camel
racing, the camel in general, is very important to the
country, especially for the culture,” he said. — AFP 

Qatar racing camels bred for success

A man looks at an art piece during the Oshtoora festival in an open desert in north Fayoum, Egypt on
Saturday. The Oshtoora festival is held once a year in different locations within Egypt. The festival is based
on expression of music, arts and cultures in an open natural environment.  — AP 


