
JOLO: In this photo provided by the Office of Sulu Governor, freed Indonesian tugboat crewmen sit inside a house in Jolo, Sulu
province, southern Philippines yesterday. — AP
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LONDON: Sadiq Khan, a Muslim lawmaker
from Britain’s opposition Labour Party, is the
strong favourite to win London’s mayoral
election on Thursday after a bitter contest
marked by religious tensions and accusa-
tions of racism. Polls show Khan, the son of a
bus driver, is as much as 20 percentage
points ahead of rival Conservative Zac
Goldsmith in the race to run one of the
world’s top financial centres. If he wins, he
will succeed current Conservative mayor
Boris Johnson to become the first Muslim to
head a major western capital.

London’s population of 8.6 million is
among the most cosmopolitan in the world
and it is rare for identity politics to enter
British campaigning. Yet Goldsmith, with the
support of Prime Minister David Cameron,
has for weeks focused on Khan’s faith and
past appearances alongside radical Muslim
speakers, accusing him of giving “platform,
oxygen and cover” to extremists.

Former human rights lawyer Khan says
he has fought extremism all his life and
regrets sharing a stage with speakers who
held “abhorrent” views. He has accused
Goldsmith, the elite-educated son of a bil-
lionaire financier, of using Donald Trump-

style tactics to divide Londoners along faith
lines, as well as being part of an out-of-
touch wealthy elite. “There’s a chance that
there are people who are almost subcon-
sciously put off (voting for Khan) by the dog-
whistle racism ... people who wouldn’t like to
say ‘I’m not going to vote for Sadiq Khan’, but
will have a wobble at the ballot box,” said
Anthony Wells, director of political and social
opinion polling at YouGov.

But he added the impact was unlikely to
be enough to allow Goldsmith to pull off a
surprise victory. “The only effect of the Zac
Goldsmith campaigning is probably just to
entrench all those long-standing issues the
Conservative Party have got with appealing
to ethnic minority voters,” he said.

Last week there was a new twist as Kahn’s
party was accused of failing to stamp out
anti-Semitism in its ranks amid a row over
comments by another lawmaker on her
Facebook account arguing that Israel should
be moved to the United States. Khan con-
demned the comment and distanced himself
from former London mayor Ken Livingstone,
who on Thursday was suspended from the
Labour party for supporting the party mem-
ber at the centre of the controversy.

The left wing of the party-and notably its
current leader Jeremy Corbyn-have long
been sympathetic to the Palestinian cause
and it is not the first time Labour has faced
accusations that this had led to actual anti-
Semitism. Labour figures acknowledge the
dispute is distracting the party ahead of the
London vote and local elections across the
country on the same day, with Corbyn likely
to face new questions over his future if the
party does poorly.

SOFT POWER
The two mayoral hopefuls also have

opposing stances on one of Britain’s most
important strategic decisions: whether to
remain a member of the European Union.
Goldsmith wants to leave, Khan wants to
stay. But even with a June 23 referendum
on that issue looming- at which a vote to
leave would create serious question marks
over London’s role as a global financial cen-
tre-the Brexit issue has barely featured in
the campaign. Both candidates have been
eager not to alienate voters who disagree
with them on Brexit, saying they will fight
for the capital’s interests whichever way the
country votes. — Reuters

MANILA: Abu Sayyaf militants have freed 10
Indonesian crewmen who were seized at sea in
March in the first of three attacks on tugboats
that have sparked a regional maritime security
alarm, officials said yesterday.

The Indonesians appeared to be in good
health when they were dropped off yesterday
afternoon in front of the house of Sulu
province’s governor in the town of Jolo, said the
town’s police chief, Junpikar Sitin. The 10 men
were then brought to a Philippine military camp
and arrangements were underway to turn them
over to Indonesian officials. A photo seen by The
Associated Press shows the sunburned men in
fresh shirts eating rice and chicken with Sulu’s
governor on a veranda beside a Japanese-style
garden in his house. In another photo, some of
the men are puffing cigarettes and enjoying cof-
fee while resting on chairs.

Jolo’s mayor, Hussin Amin, welcomed the
release of the Indonesians, but said he did not
know whether a ransom had been paid. “If this
big release came in exchange for money, those
who paid are supporting the Abu Sayyaf,” he
said. “This money will be used to buy more
firearms and will be utilized as mobilization
funds by these criminals.”

Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo
thanked the Philippines and the “many parties”
in Indonesia who cooperated to secure the
release of the hostages. At a televised news con-
ference at a presidential palace in the West Java
province city of Bogor, Jokowi said the govern-
ment was continuing to work for the release of
four other Indonesians who were taken hostage

by suspected Abu Sayyaf militants in a separate
incident last month. A Philippine army officer
who has been helping to deal with kidnappings
by the Abu Sayyaf said a rebel commander from
the Moro National Liberation Front, which has
signed a peace deal with the Philippine govern-
ment, helped negotiate with the Abu Sayyaf for
the release of the 10 Indonesians.

The hostages were escorted down from a
jungle encampment in Sulu and left outside the
home of the governor, Abdusakur Tan II, the
army officer said by phone on condition of
anonymity because he was not authorized to
talk to reporters. After the Indonesians were
kidnapped at sea in March, suspected Abu
Sayyaf militants separately attacked two other
tugboats and snatched four Indonesians and
four Malaysians who are believed to have also
been brought by speedboats to the militants’
jungle bases in Sulu, a predominantly Muslim
province about 950 kilometers (590 miles)
south of Manila.

Alarmed by the successive attacks,
Indonesia’s Jokowi said last week that his gov-
ernment would host talks with Malaysia and the
Philippines to boost security in waters bordering
the three countries. He said the meeting of for-
eign ministers and military chiefs would discuss
joint patrols to protect shipping. A Malaysian
diplomat said one proposal is to harness satellite
technology to keep an eye on the vast stretch of
water and allow faster reaction by naval and
maritime police forces.

When asked whether ransom was paid for
the Indonesians’ release, the army officer said he

was unaware of any payment, but noted that
the Abu Sayyaf traditionally has released cap-
tives only after money has been paid. Abu
Sayyaf gunmen beheaded a Canadian hostage
in Sulu last Monday after they failed to receive a
huge ransom by a deadline they had set.

Philippine troops launched an offensive
against the Abu Sayyaf after the beheading,
and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
has vowed to help the Philippines bring the
killers to justice.

More than a dozen foreign and local
hostages remain in the hands of the Abu Sayyaf,
including another Canadian and a Norwegian
who were kidnapped last September, and a
Dutch bird watcher who was kidnapped more
than three years ago.

An unusual surge in kidnappings, including
the tugboat attacks, along with recent behead-
ings by the Abu Sayyaf and a few small extremist
groups that have emerged in the southern
Philippines may be an effort by the militants to
show off their capability and brutality and asso-
ciate themselves with the Islamic State group in
the Middle East, terrorism analysts say.

The Abu Sayyaf emerged as an extremist
offshoot of the decades-long Muslim seces-
sionist conflict in the southern Philippines
and has carved its name in blood, carrying
out  mass  k idnappings,  beheadings and
bombings. The brutal group, which is estimat-
ed to have about 400 armed fighters split into
a few factions, has been blacklisted by the
United States and the Philippines as a terror-
ist organization. — AP

Militants free 10 Indonesian 
hostages in south Philippines

Four still remain captive by Abu Sayyaf men

LONDON: A combination of pictures created on Saturday shows British
Conservative Party London mayoral candidate Zac Goldsmith (left) and opposi-
tion Labor party candidate for Mayor of London Sadiq Khan. — AFP

Muslim favorite Khan to run for London mayor

STUTTGART, Germany: Germany’s right-wing
populist AfD yesterday adopted an anti-Islam
policy in a manifesto that also demands curbs
to immigration, as a poll showed it is now the
country’s third strongest party. Formed only
three years ago on a eurosceptic platform, the
Alternative for Germany (AfD) has gained
strength as the loudest protest voice against
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s welcome to
refugees that brought over one million asylum
seekers last year.

With the migrant influx sharply down in
recent months, the AfD has shifted focus to the
signature issue of the xenophobic Pegida street
movement, whose full name is Patriotic
Europeans Against the Islamisation of the
Occident. “Islam is not part of Germany” ran a
headline in the AfD policy paper agreed in a
vote by some 2,400 members at the party con-
gress in the western city of Stuttgart.

The paper demanded bans on minarets
on mosques, the call to prayer, full-face veils
for women and female headscarves in
schools. A proposal for a more nuanced for-
mulation-to “stop Islamism but seek dialogue
with Islam”-was rejected with boos in the
mostly-male gathering, which was held in a
hall decorated with banners that read
“Courage. Truth.  Germany.”

“Islam is in itself political,” retorted one
speaker, while another linked the religion with
“sharia, suicide bombings and forced mar-
riages”.  More broadly, the AfD is presenting
itself as a nationalistic conservative force that
also questions climate change, promotes tradi-
tional gender roles and “family values”, would
reintroduce military conscription and take
Germany out of the euro.

Co-leader Joerg Meuthen said the AfD stood
for a “modern conservatism” and a “healthy
patriotism” while it rejected “the Germany of
1968, infected by the (socialist and environ-
mentalist) red-green left”.

‘Germany watching us’ 
Having entered half of Germany’s 16 state

parliaments, the AfD-seen as the country’s
answer to France’s National Front and Austria’s
Freedom Party-has now firmly set its sights on
national elections next year. “In the summer of

2015, they gave us up for dead,” a triumphant
AfD co-chair Frauke Petry told the delegates,
declaring that the party does not intend to set-
tle for the role of opposition group or junior
coalition partner. Instead, its new program
should allow the AfD “to win majorities”, she
told the weekend meeting. Support for the AfD
stood at 13 percent, narrowly beating the ecol-
ogist Greens as Germany’s third strongest party,
according to an Emnid institute survey for the
newspaper Bild am Sonntag.

The party has been at pains to distance itself
from the hardcore far-right and neo-Nazi move-
ments, which are a stubbornly persistent but
fringe phenomenon in a country where collec-
tive shame over the Nazi era and the Holocaust
run deep. Alexander Gauland, leader of the par-
ty in Brandenburg state in the former commu-
nist East, cautioned delegates to generally tem-
per their statements and “keep in mind that all
of Germany is watching us”.

To drive home that message, the congress
voted with 52 percent support to dissolve the
Saarland regional party chapter because of its
deep links with right-wing extremists groups.

To its many critics, however, the AfD repre-
sents xenophobia and a backward-looking
isolationism. On Saturday hundreds of anti-
fascist demonstrators rallied outside the con-
vention centre, with some burning tyres and
hurling firecrackers. 

Riot police used tear gas and temporarily
detained 500 of them as officers escorted AfD
members into the congress hall. In another act
of harassment, a left-wing media site overnight
published the names, addresses and telephone
numbers of some 2,000 party members. AfD
co-leader Joerg Meuthen pledged to file crimi-
nal charges against the unknown hackers
behind the data leak.

Aside from drawing the anger of far-left
groups, the AfD has also attracted near-univer-
sal condemnation from Germany’s major par-
ties. The general secretary of Merkel’s Christian
Democrats, Peter Tauber, told the Bild am
Sonntag newspaper: “The debates at the party
congress show that the AfD wants to return to a
Germany that never existed in that form. 

“That isn’t conservative, it’s reactionary.”
— AFP
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TAIPEI: Taiwan yesterday sent two patrol ships
to waters surrounding a Japanese atoll amid a
dispute over the seizure of one of the island’s
fishing boats there. 

The detention of the “Tung Sheng Chi 16”
near Okinotori-shima last week angered
Taiwanese officials, who say Tokyo has no
authority over the area. A Taiwanese coast
guard ship and another from the Council of
Agriculture departed from the southern port of
Kaoshiung yesterday. “Japan has no right to ban
our fishing boats from the area,” Taiwan’s coast
guard adminstration said in a statement. 

“The government will resolutely defend the
rights and freedom of our fisherman in interna-
tional waters.” The mission will last for one to
three months.  Between 100-200 Taiwanese
boats fish in the waters around Okinotori-shima
each year.  Japan say it has exclusive rights in

the 200 nautical mile area surrounding the
uninhabited atoll in the Philippine Sea. But in
addition to Taiwan, China and South Korea also
reject the Japanese claim. 

Taiwan’s defence ministry said it also plans
to deploy warships to “appropriate waters” but
spokesman David Lo declined to elaborate.  The
maritime row is straining normally friendly rela-
tions between Taipei and Tokyo. 

It follows a stand-off more than three years
ago over a chain of islands in the East China
Sea, when coastguard vessels from both sides
attacked each other with water cannons.The
islands-known as Senkaku in Japanese and
Diaoyu in Chinese-are controlled by Japan but
claimed by both China and Taiwan. 

But in 2013 Japan and Taiwan forged a fish-
eries agreement covering the waters off the
island chain. — AFP

Taiwan sends patrol ships 
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BEIJING: Taiwanese officials have protest-
ed Malaysia’s deportation of 32 of the self-
ruled island’s nationals to China this week-
end to face wire fraud charges, the latest
in a series of disputes that has raised new
friction between China and Taiwan.

The deportation follows the sending of
nearly four dozen Taiwanese from Kenya
to China last month, a case some experts
and observers see as an attempt by
Beijing to bully the island that it claims as
its own territory. Chinese authorities have
said they need to crack down on perpetra-
tors of phone scams that have resulted in
an estimated 10 billion yuan ($1.5 billion)
of losses each year. Scammers posing as
officials from the police, government,
banks or insurance companies convince
their victims to transfer funds or provide
personal information that can be used to
steal from them.

Taiwanese Cabinet spokesman Sun Lih-
chyun said yesterday that China had invit-
ed a delegation from the island to come to

the mainland for talks on the Taiwanese
detained in the investigation. Sun wel-
comed China’s move, according to
Taiwanese media. In a statement late
Saturday, the Cabinet said that China had
pressured Malaysia to deport the
Taiwanese suspects to the mainland
against Taiwan’s wishes.

The island’s foreign ministry lodged a
protest with Malaysia for taking that
action despite Taiwanese officials’ efforts
to negotiate, and said the deportations
would hurt relations. In April, Malaysia
sent 20 Taiwanese wire fraud suspects
back to Taiwan despite Beijing’s request
that they be sent to China.

China claims jurisdiction in these cases
because it says the victims of the alleged
fraud were residents of mainland China.
The Taiwanese were part of a group of 97
phone fraud suspects Malaysia deported
to the southern Chinese city of
Guangzhou on Saturday night. The other
65 among them were mainland Chinese

citizens, Chinese state media reported.
Malaysian government officials confirmed
yesterday that the Taiwanese were sent to
mainland China.

A Malaysian official, who declined to be
named because he isn’t authorized to
speak to the media, said the decision
came after Beijing made further appeals
to the Malaysian government after the
earlier group of Taiwanese suspects were
repatriated to Taiwan. China’s official
Xinhua News Agency said all the suspects
arrived in Guangzhou bound by shackles
and wearing black hoods.

Officials and state media have com-
plained that Taiwan doesn’t punish such
crimes harshly enough, encouraging oth-
ers to try their luck at such relatively low-
risk, low-overhead scams that can poten-
tially lead to massive payouts. Taiwan says
Beijing violated a tacit understanding
under which both sides agreed not to
interfere in the legal affairs of their citizens
abroad.  — AP

Malaysia deports 32 Taiwanese to China

BEIJING: Chinese suspects involved in wire fraud are escorted off a plane upon arriving at the Beijing
Capital International Airport in Beijing yesterday. — AP


