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BAGHDAD: Iraqis demonstrate in the parade grounds outside the parliament in Baghdad’s heavily fortified “Green Zone” yesterday. the day after supporters of Shiite cleric Moqtada Al-Sadr broke into the area after lawmakers again
failed to approve new ministers. Thousands of wide-eyed Iraqis marvelled at the fountains, flowers and perfect lawns in the capital’s Green Zone, a day after protesters breached the walls of the fortified area. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Protesters were withdrawing
from Baghdad’s Green Zone yesterday
after breaking into the fortified area and
storming Iraq’s parliament in an unprece-
dented security breach the day before.
The move, which lessens the pressure on
politicians in Baghdad, came as rare
bombings in the south killed 33 people
and wounded dozens. “The protest
organizing committee announces the
withdrawal of the demonstrators from
the Green Zone,” it said in a statement, cit-
ing respect for a major Shiite pilgrimage
as the reason for their departure.

The statement was distributed by
the office of Shiite cleric Moqtada Al-
Sadr, whose supporters make up the
vast majority of the demonstrators.
Demonstrator Hussein Al-Ali said that
the announcement was made at the
square where protesters had gathered,
and that they accepted it and complied.
Protesters pulled down or scaled slabs
of heavy concrete blast wall on Saturday
to enter the Green Zone, where Iraq’s
main government institutions are locat-
ed, the culmination of weeks of political
turmoil and inaction by parliament.

Some remained overnight, and hun-
dreds of people combined a festive
demonstration with sight-seeing in the
previously off-limits area yesterday.
Protesters waving flags clapped and

chanted slogans in front of a grandstand
from which Saddam Hussein once deliv-
ered addresses, in a square bordered by
giant statues of twin crossed swords held
in hands said to have been modelled on
Saddam’s own. The Green Zone breach
allowed Iraqis access to places they have
rarely if ever been able to enter before.

Parallel World 
“This is the first time I’ve been here

since I came with my school under
Saddam,” said 32-year-old Yusef Al-Assadi,
who took a “selfie” in front of the monu-
ment to the unknown soldier. Assadi said
it was striking “how rich this place is. Here,
there is air conditioning and electricity
everywhere, but the people of Iraq suffer
from power cuts all the time.” Many Iraqi
politicians live in luxury, while most aver-
age citizens make do with abysmal servic-
es that include only a few hours of gov-
ernment-provided electricity per day at
the height of summer.

Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi’s office
said he had ordered the pursuit of people
involved in attacks or vandalism, but
security forces were not taking action
against protesters inside the Green Zone
yesterday. Protesters on Saturday
attacked at least one MP as well as cars
they believed belonged to lawmakers,
and broke into offices in parliament.

But others sought to contain the
destruction, and many were content to
take photographs of themselves in parlia-
ment, with some sitting in seats usually
occupied by lawmakers. The fact that
security forces may fear the repercussions
of crossing Sadr will likely hamper Abadi’s
directive. The protesters broke into the
Green Zone on Saturday afternoon after
MPs again failed to approve new minis-
ters to replace the current party-affiliated
cabinet. Both Abadi and Sadr have called
for the change, but powerful political par-
ties that rely on control of ministries for
patronage and funds have opposed the
move. “Even the most sectarian of Iraqis
are seeing the failure of their leaders and
their system,” said Patrick Skinner, a for-
mer CIA case officer who is now with The
Soufan Group consultancy. “The question
might not be ‘why now’ as it relates to the
anger, but ‘why it took so long’. Their sys-
tem is not working,” he said.

Parliament approved some of Abadi’s
nominees earlier in the week, but “they
were replacing figures who were easy to
replace”, said Kirk Sowell a Jordan-based
political risk analyst who is the publisher
of Inside Iraqi Politics. “Abadi just looks
more and more impotent... He is just
very weak. He will not be impeached.
But he is being made less relevant by the
day,” Sowell said. — AFP 

Protesters quit Baghdad Green Zone
Iraqi PM orders arrest of attackers, vandals

WASHINGTON: US President Barack
Obama’s eldest daughter Malia will
attend Harvard University in the fall of
2017 after taking a year off from stud-
ies following her high school gradua-
tion this spring, the White House said
yesterday. “Malia will take a gap year
before beginning school,” a White
House statement said, breaking a
months-long silence about Malia’s col-
lege search. Both her parents attend-
ed Harvard Law School.

Malia, 17, will concentrate on fin-
ishing her high school final exams
before considering how to spend her
gap year, an official who had been
briefed on Malia’s decision told
Reuters. She has shown interest in film
and television, having worked two
summer internships in the industry.
Last summer, she worked in Brooklyn,
New York, on the set of the HBO series
“Girls”. In 2014 she worked on the set
of CBS science fiction series “Extant”,

starring Halle Berry. The now-can-
celled series was produced by Steven
Spielberg, a prominent donor to
Obama’s presidential campaigns.

Harvard College, the universi-
ty ’s undergraduate division, said
on its admissions website that it
encouraged admitted students to
defer enrollment for one year to
travel,  pursue a project or work.
About 80 to 110 students did so
each year, it said. — Reuters 

Malia Obama headed to 
Harvard after gap year 

LOS ANGELES: This photo taken on April 8, 2016 shows US President Barack Obama and daughter Malia make
their way to board Air Force One before departing from Los Angeles International Airport. — AFP


