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Crime
R e p o r t

Thief steals goods and car

A salesman of a company sought the help of Meidan
Hawally police when a thief drove off with his compa-
ny’s car with goods worth KD 8,000. A security source
said the salesman told police that he left the car run-
ning and went into a supermarket to get some invoic-
es and when he returned the car was missing.
Detectives are investigating.

Human remains
found in Bayan

KUWAIT: Detectives are working on a case of human skull
and bones found in the sewer of a citizen’s home in Bayan
area. A security source said a citizen asked workers to
clean his sewers and while cleaning the ground they were
surprised to find human remains. They became scared and
called the owner who in turn called the authorities.

Man arrested

An Iraqi man was arrested in Salmiya on charges of
sexual violation. He was sent to criminal detectives for
further action.

Heroin found with driver

A 20 year old citizen who was driving erratically in Salhiya
area was stopped by police who found four heroin
envelopes and paraphernalia him. He was arrested and
sent to Drugs Control General Department (DCGD).

A
l-Jarida

Al-Qabas

By Mubarak Fahad Al-Duwaila

The general conference of the Islamic
Constitutional Movement (Hadas) will be held
next week to discuss whether to continue the

boycott of parliamentary elections or end the boy-
cott and start preparing for them. I think that if we
swear in front of the nation that we did not take a
certain stand towards this issue so far, some will not
believe what we are saying, because they do not
want to believe. Rather their stand towards the
movement’s credibility will not change. 

That is why we do not care about the opinion of
this type of people in us. Also, some people went
ahead and claimed that Hadas has decided to partici-
pate, and the truth that we confirm, that today and
until the conference is held, we do not know what
the decision will be, because all options are possible,
especially since many of conference members are
new and recently elected, and we do not know their
directions.

Although Hadas is the most affected from the
boycott, it is the most committed to attend the meet-
ings of political powers, especially the annulled
majority, and participate in political activities, despite
being few lately.

The movement’s people are dealing with two
opinions today - one calling to continue the boycott
so not to legitimize the current situation that is
immersed in corruption, and not to be false witness-
es on the march of an Assembly which has no job
other than approving the government’s programs
and its iniquitous projects towards the people and
the country, and not to be partners in failure in all
fields that is being led by the government under the
patronage of the Assembly. This is a strong opinion
with us.

Another opinion that surfaced lately within the
movement is that it is necessary to participate and
end the boycott, even if only a minority from the
opposition wins. And their justification is that the
presence of a strong voice of the other opinion inside
the chamber will cause the delay of corruption and
halt it, and may move stagnant waters, and may,
along with other voices in the society, embarrass the
corrupt and those using the people’s cause and their
children’s livelihoods.

Participation will also contribute to directing the
government’s decision and expose its disadvantages,
if they exist. In fact participation becomes more nec-
essary if it was found that most of the political oppo-
sition spectrum in the country will participate the
elections. Anyway, the dialogue is still going on in
the movement, and we would like to explain to the
public that we will clearly declare if we decide to par-
ticipate or continue the boycott, and we wish that
the movement’s stands be taken directly from it only. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Al-Anbaa 

By Saad Al-Mo’tesh

Abu Foutah’ (the one with a towel) is the local
name of a type of domestic pigeon. I person-
ally do not know why people use such a name

because I have never seen any of these pigeons fly-
ing with a towel it used to dry sweat or wear it
around its neck as a scarf. However, like many oth-
ers, I do know the ‘expert with the towel’. 

In the comic play named ‘Ala Haman Ya Fer’oun’
we saw an example of such an expert and ever
since, the ‘expert’ title has become common and we
now have hundreds of them in finance, politics and
law. Everybody demands to be introduced as an
‘expert’ nowadays while they do not even deserve
such a title. After all, they are not titles used with
pigeons, you know! 

We only had one very well-known expert in com-
bating drugs who had been international ly
acknowledged by the UN and the Arab League. He is

Dr Ayed Ali Al-Humaidan, who earned the title after
conducting an endless number of studies on drugs.
The funny thing is  that there is  a  strange l ink
between the international expert Dr Humaidan and
the expert with the towel. We recently learnt that
the latter asked for a towel to use in drying his
sweat after checking some account books. So, I
advise Humaidan to ask for one, as well, to dry the
sweat he wasted in making studies that nobody
ever benefited from. 

We are now more like chicken and fish. Whenever
a chicken lays one single egg, it tells the world with
its crowing, while a fish lays millions of eggs without
hearing a single sound from it. Some people pur-
chase a degree and the ‘Dr ’ prefix from musical
instrument stores without even knowing the differ-
ence between the musical scale and other scales. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

An expert with a towel!

Hadas between
participating

and boycotting Public funds

KUWAIT: Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program (MGRP)
praised the practices and efforts of
Kuwait Finance House (KFH) in
employing and training the national
manpower, indicating that this
endeavor is an important and strate-
gic added value to the efforts of the
private sector in raising the bar of
national manpower.

A delegation from KFH visited the
Headquarters of the MGRP where
they met Secretary General of
Manpower and Government

Restructuring Program (MGRP) Fawzi
Al-Majdali, MGRP Assistant Secretary
General for Manpower Affairs Bandar
Fahad Al-Rashed and the head of
MGRP’s Training Department, Iman Al-
Ansari who discussed with KFH the
opportunities for cooperation while
demonstrating the training and
development programs in accordance
with the mutual strategies and objec-
tives of both sides. They stressed the
importance and the pivotal role of
honing the skills of the national man-
power, whilst paving the way for

promising future leaders. 
KFH works closely with the MGRP

to maximize employment opportuni-
ties for nationals. During the meeting
KFH showcased the number of train-
ing courses it held to raise the bar of
national manpower and fresh gradu-
ates. I t is worth noting that the
Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program - MGRP has
honored KFH many times in recogni-
tion of its excellence in offering the
training and development programs
for its employees. 

MGRP Praises KFH’s efforts in
training, employing nationals

Smuggler caught at Abdaly

Abdaly border customs officers foiled the attempt of a
truck driver to smuggle 14,000 Captagon tablets into the
country. The driver hid the tablets in one of the truck’s
spare parts. He was sent to the Drug Control General
Department (DCGD). — Al-Rai

KFH delegation with the MGRP

Interior Ministry
comments on airport
officers’ behavior

KUWAIT: Director of the Relations and Security
Information Department at the Interior Ministry Brig
Adel Al-Hashash said the airport is the country’s
‘face’ and the Interior Ministry is keen on making
sure workers there are highly informed and experi-
enced, besides following up and holding those who
are not performing well to account, because this has
to do with the country’s reputation.

Commenting on statements of MP Yousuf Al-
Zalzalah about the poor performance of counter
employees at the airport, he said “we welcome all
comments and complaints, and we deal with them
instantly in a way that guarantees overcoming
them.” He added bad behavior of one or two
employees cannot harm the efforts of hundreds of
employees there who are serving the country hon-
orably. — Al-Rai

No university for
Social Reform

Society 
KUWAIT: Education Minister Badr Al-Essa put an
end to the ambitions of the Social Reform Society
to establish a private university when he confirmed
that conditions and requirements for such an act
do not apply to this society. He answered a parlia-
mentary question that he did not receive any appli-
cation from the society to get a permit. Meanwhile,
Social Affairs and Labor and Planning Minister Hind
Al-Subaih said the NGO law does not allow the
Social Reform Society to establish commercial com-
panies, adding it has not applied for establishing a
company.

Buildings taken back
In other news, Well-informed sources said that

the Ministry of Education (MoE) has currently
launched a campaign to retrieve ministry buildings

rented to others, be
they schools or other
bodies or organiza-
tions because the min-
istry is in dire need of
these buildings. In this
regard, MoE’s assistant
undersecretary for
educational facilities
and planning Khaled
Al-Rasheed said that
the private education
directorate had
demanded evacuating

the building used by the Philippines School in Jleeb
after the ministry won a case. Rasheed added that
the ministry also demanded retrieving the Ibn
Khaldoun School building used by the Social
Reform Society in Shamiya and that a case was still
being heard by court in this regard. 

Graduates
In other news, recent statistics indicate that the

number of employees the state needs currently
does not match the number of graduates available
to take the available jobs in the central employ-
ment system at the Civil Service Commission (CSC).
The government needs 9,536 employees in various
specialties, while there are 4,709 graduates from
arts colleges who do not find a job in the market-
place out of 16,000 unemployed people. Al-Qabas
went into the graduate issue and marketplace for
the past five years in order to identify the defects
and deal with any of them in directing students to
study the required specialties.

Statistics show the number of graduates is
56,000, 23,000 of whom are university graduates
including 125 dentists, while health centers are in
need of 1,770 medical specialists this year.
Meanwhile, it is noted the number of graduates
from applied education reached 33,000, and
biggest share was of educators.

While Dean of Commercial Studies at Applied
Education Dr Asaad Al-Zaid said education is weak
in Kuwait, director of the budget department direc-
tor at CSC Bader Al-Hamad said the commission
asked for the halt of theoretical majors that are not
needed. — Al-Jarida, Al-Anbaa, Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interiors’s (MOI)
Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs
Major General Abdullah Al-Muhanna strongly
denied reports about intentions to increase
traffic fines by 500 percent. “This is completely
illogical. The percentages suggested by the
traffic sector vary between 70-100 percent,” he
underlined, noting that the parliament would
have to pass the study, amend or reject it
once it was finished. 

Muhanna added that increasing traffic fine
values positively helps adjust motorists’ con-
duct and law abidance. “Statistics showed that
two months of imposing strict traffic rules and
tougher fines helped reduce speeding tickets
by 62 percent, reckless driving by 20 percent,
driving through red lights by 25 percent and
driving on the opposite side of the road by 55
percent,” he explained, pointing out that the
aim of increasing the fines was to deter traffic
law violators. 

Responding to a question about traffic
jams, Muhanna stressed that he was opti-
mistic that the problem would be solved once
the road grid development projects were con-
cluded and many bridges were built, in addi-
tion to expanding many of the existing roads.
Commenting on the rules followed on granti-
ng expatriates driving licenses, Muhanna
stressed that the traffic department fully
respected the ministerial decision issued in
this regard. “One would be wrong  to think
that the aim of the law is to prevent expats
from getting driving licenses,” he remarked,
pointing out that the amendments made to

the law currently in effect helped overcome
some problems in the previous law and
included more categories of expats to those
eligible to get driving licenses. 

Muhanna would not respond to a ques-
tion whether getting a driving license in
Kuwait was the hardest worldwide, but
stressed that some GCC states had asked to
review the rules Kuwait follows on granting
expats driving licenses in order to apply what-
ever fits in each respective state, especially
since the law helped control the process in
view of how easy it was to own a vehicle in all

GCC states. 
Notably, expats wishing to get a driving

license in Kuwait must have a valid residency
visa for a minimum of two years, hold a uni-
versity degree and get a minimum monthly
salary of KD 600. However, traffic laws
exempted a few categories from the above
general conditions including Kuwaiti citizens’
wives, widows or divorcees who have Kuwaiti
children, Kuwaiti women’s expat husbands
and children, illegal residents (bedoons) hold-
ing valid security cards, expats’ undergraduate
students studying in Kuwait, members of the
diplomatic corps, professional athletes play-
ing in Kuwait, drivers, representatives (man-
doubs) who already have valid driving licens-
es, domestic workers working for the same
sponsor for at least five years (provided they
change profession to drivers), oil sector tech-
nicians, pilots, co-pilots, captains, assistant

captains, nurses, physiotherapists, medical
technicians, washers of dead bodies and
housewives and mothers married to judges
and members of the public prosecution,
experts and advisors, academic teaching staff
members, doctors, pharmacists and general
managers and their assistants. 

The law also exempted judges, members
of the prosecution, experts, advisors, academ-
ic teaching staff members, journalists, doctors,
pharmacists, researchers, translators, librari-
ans, imams working for the government,
teachers, social workers, engineers and sports
coaches from the residency and salary condi-
tions provided they hold a university degree.
Moreover, the law also exempts executives
and general managers, accountants and man-
doubs from the residency condition provided
they get at least KD 600 monthly salaries and
hold university degrees. — Al-Anbaa

Muhanna denies intention to raise traffic fines 500-fold

Major General 
Abdullah Al-Muhanna

Education Minister 
Bader Al-Essa

KD 519 million
spent on studies

KUWAIT: The cost of research, studies and consultations
paid for by the government during the past five years
reached around KD 519 million, distributed as follows: KD
42 million in 2011/2012; KD 134 million in 2012/2013; KD
102 million in 2013/2014; KD 107 million in 2014/2015 and
KD 74 million in 2015/2016.

The above-mentioned years agree with the five-year
development plan, so the numbers or costs may seem log-
ical compared with the amount of expenditure that was
allocated for that plan, yet the result was to the contrary
despite the awarding of several projects, major, medium or
small. Sources said nearly half of the projects were post-
poned, which means that some studies need to be updat-
ed and what was paid for them is squandering.

They said some of the consultation fees have some
profiteering, as a ministry undersecretary said that each
minister comes with a team of advisors who we do not
know a thing about, and all we know is the numbers
paid to them, only to discover that there are some
friends among them. A banking source said some stud-
ies do not have anything to do with Kuwait, and done by
foreign bodies who do not care about our particulars,
get their fees and do not ask what is implemented and
what is not. — Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: Preparations for the 2017 par-
liamentary elections seem to have start-
ed early with political blocs that are
already represented in the current parlia-
ment or previous ones who had been
boycotting the elections, said parliamen-
tary sources, adding that there was an
agreement amongst most blocs to
announce their intention to run for the
coming elections under any voting sys-

tem, including the one-vote electoral sys-
tem that is expected to be still in use in
view of it becoming political acceptable. 

The sources added that the Islamic
Salafist Alliance met recently and decid-
ed running in the coming parliamentary
elections in all electoral constituencies,
but deferred announcing the names of
its nominees until after the holy month of
Ramadan.  — Al-Anbaa

Salafists to run in 2017 elections


