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Letters to Muna

local spotlight

Dear Muna,
Thanks for the article on hotels. This is so true and
laws really need to be looked at by the government
to encourage people to visit our beautiful Kuwait.
Let’s hope this is made a major issue.

Adeeb

Dear Muna,
I work with the American University’s School of
International of Service. Our online masters in inter-
national relations program just published a new
data visualization that analyzes which countries
have donated the most to support Syrian refugees.
While Kuwait comes in second in total dollars con-
tributed, its generosity far outweighs any other
country (when you divide the total dollar amount
by GDP).

Adam

Dear Muna, 
With regards to your article about citizenship, why
isn’t the law being passed for granting citizenship
to the children of Kuwaiti mothers? False promises
were made by MPs during the election three years
ago and till date nothing has been done. Please
highlight this issue, as we are approaching another
election next year. 

Taimur
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Sexual Harassment
at Work

Sexual harassment is still an issue in a lot of coun-
tries and has been a focus of the United Nations
for the past few decades. Sexual harassment is a

very serious act that can happen to any woman (or
man), in any country, from any background, in any sit-
uation. 

But what is the situation in Kuwait? How common
is sexual harassment? And do people report such
issues? 

There is no solid research that answers the ques-
tions above, but from my experience as a woman, I
would say that sexual harassment does happen in
Kuwait (just like it happens in any other country). I
have had men follow me (sometimes dangerously)
and say things to me to try to get me to take their
number. In fact it happens often, but at least I can say
that I am blessed to know what my rights are and
what I can do in such situations, which is why I want to
share them with you today. Thankfully, the law in
Kuwait is very strict against sexual harassment from
men towards woman.

Uncomfortable
Question: One of my colleagues at work keeps

making me feel uncomfortable but I do not think what
he does is enough for me to consider it sexual harass-
ment. For example, he winks at me, or puts his hands
on my thighs when talking to me. I really do not know
what to do about it and if there is anything I can do
legally. 

Fajer: Well, there is no right and wrong answer to
this question. Many lawyers might even say that I have
no right answering whether or not you should seek
legal action and instead focus on how to seek legal
action, but to me that is not practical. I think when you
are seeking advice from someone, you should be able
to speak to them about the whole situation, so my
advice is as follows:

Weigh it out, if it is traumatizing you or if you feel
like you cannot have a healthy working relationship,
then yes, you need to do something about it. But your
response does not have to be legal action. You can talk
to your colleague about it, file a complaint at work
(speak to your HR), and so on. If the behavior persists,
then yes, you can seek legal action, even if it is just a
wink, But remember you will need sufficient evidence,
otherwise it is a waste of your time and money. 

It is also important to mention that you should not
seek legal action because of spite, or revenge or any
other negative thought, you should seek it before you
feel the need to.

Punishments 
Question: I would like to know for my own informa-

tion what are the punishments by law for those who
sexually harass?

Fajer: The answers differs to the extent of the act of
sexual harassment and the circumstances surrounding
it. Here are a few examples: If the act is done through
hate, threatening or deceiving shall be punished with
up to 15 years of imprisonment. If the act is done by a
guardian, any guardian and not necessarily a legal
guardian, such as a parent, uncle, teacher, caretaker
and so, then the punishment will be up to life impris-
onment. 

It also depends on the state of the victim. If the vic-
tim is under the legal age, not mentally stable, is not
mentally capable of understanding the nature of the
act, then the punishment will be up to life imprison-
ment.

If the act of sexual harassment is done without
hate, threatening or deceiving, then the punishment
shall be up to 10 years of imprisonment.  

‘Virtual’ harassment
Question: If someone is bothering me virtually and

not in person, as in sending me emails with sexual
content, is there anything I can do about it? 

Fajer: As I mentioned in the first question, this
depends on how you feel and how badly it is affecting
you. You have to weigh it out. If you think that it is
affecting your day-to-day life then you need to take
action, and Kuwaiti law does protect you. In fact the
new Cyber Crime law specifically discusses situations
that can affect victims online and there is a depart-
ment under the Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior specialized
in such cases. 

For any legal questions or queries, email
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

Legalese

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for
Sports (PAS) yesterday referred Al-
Jahra Sports Club to the public prose-
cution over charges of squandering
KD 74,000 in public funds. Similarly,
PAS also referred the chairman of
Kuwait Olympic Committee Talal Al-
Fahd and the committee’s secretary
Obaid Al-Enezi to the public prosecu-
tion over charges of embezzling and
squandering public funds. 

Storming case adjourned
The court of appeal yesterday

adjourned the case of storming the
parliament’s building, in which 70 citi-
zens including 11 former MPs face
charges. Most of the defendants,
including nine former MPs, did not
attend the hearing, sources said,
adding that some lawyers requested
postponing the hearing while others
called certain witnesses for testimony.
Notably, the comprehensive court had
acquitted all defendants but the public
prosecution contested the ruling and
took the case to the court of appeal.

Lack of evidence
For lack of evidence against them,

security forces yesterday released the
relatives of a juvenile accused of stab-
bing a citizen in Sabah Al-Nasser and
referred him to the central prison,
said security sources. 

Olympic Committee chief,
club charged with squander

Interior ready
for summer,
travel season

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Director
General of the Interior
Ministry’s Relations and
Security Information
Department Brigadier
Adel Al-Hashash said
that all Interior Ministry
sectors completed their
preparations for the
summer and travel sea-
son.

Hashash said the
department began
implementing its
media awareness plans
that are necessary for
this occasion through
all available media. Furthermore, he added that there
is total coordination with the sea security sector to
carry out the media campaign throughout the sum-
mer, and provide guidance to citizens and expatriates
who go to the sea.

Hashash said that boats and jet skis must be regis-
tered at the sea affairs department at the transporta-
tion sector of the Ministry of Communications accord-
ing to the law. Those riding boats and jet skis must be
at least 18 years of age, can swim and use the life vest,
he said.

Hashash appealed to sea goers to comply with the
territorial borders, call Coast Guard operations and
inform them about their whereabouts, in addition to
making sure they have enough fuel.

KUWAIT: A cell phone photo that shows what appears to be former MP
Musallam Al-Barrak waiving to attendees during a court hearing for the
parliament’s storming case yesterday.

Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash

AMMAN: The Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) yesterday concluded a campaign for
distributing relief aid on up to 3,000 Syrian
refugee families in different parts of
Jordan. The KRCS was keen that the
humanitarian aid distributed over three
days cover several parts of the Kingdom,
including the capital Amman and the gov-
ernorates of Mafraq and Irbid, KRCS Deputy
Chairman Anwar Al-Hasawi said. He added
that the relief campaigns and the humani-
tarian launched by the society and part-
ners aim to improve the living conditions
of the Syrian refugees and alleviate their
sufferings.

Hasawi underlined the significance of
donations from by Kuwaiti benefactors for
the continuation of the aid since the erup-
tion of the Syrian crisis more than five years
ago. Distribution of the aid is based on sur-
veys conducted by teams from KRCS and
the Jordan Red Crescent (JRC) to identify
the areas where refugees are found. Hasawi
emphasized the fact that the KRCS’s relief
efforts are based on directives from the
country’s political leadership, with His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on top.

Meanwhile, JRC director in Al-Mafraq Ali
Al-Shudifat stressed Kuwait’s humanitarian
distinguished and leading role, through

the country’s charity organizations, offer-
ing continuous relief aid since the crisis
erupted. A KRCS delegation, led by
Chairman Hilal Al-Sayer, in the first session
of the Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross
Organization (ARCO) that wrapped up its
meetings last Thursday. — KUNA

KRCS offers aid to 3,000 Syrian families in Jordan

AMMAN: KRCS Deputy Chairman Anwar Al-Hasawi distributes aid to refugees in
Jordan. — KUNA

KHARTOUM: The Kuwait-based
International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) and Kuwaiti Balsam
Voluntary Team have launched an emer-
gency relief program to offer desperately-
need food aid to drought-ravaged Somali
people.

The program includes the distribution
of 5,500 food parcels to affected families in
northern, southern and eastern provinces,
Head of Relief Department at IICO and
Member of the delegation dispatched to

Somalia Mohammad Al-Najjar said in a
press statement. He added that the IICO
and Balsam would also organize to medical
convoys to treat people in the northern
province, the hardest hit by the drought,
and distribute 510 sheep and goats to 170
families to eke out a living.

The food parcels, which weigh 70 kg
each and contain diet staples, such as rice,
sugar, flour, dates, and milk powder, will
assist recipients to endure the hardships
caused by the drought that has plagued

their land and harmed farms and livestock.
“ This is a generous donation from

Kuwaiti people to Somali brethren”
Member of Balsam Team Dr. Ahmad
Khodhr said. He added that program is
launched in response to the recent UN
appeal to offer emergency aid to Somalia.

Over one million Somalis are suffering
from malnutrition and thousands of lives
are in danger due to the severe drought,
he warned. Millions of people across the
Horn of Africa have been hit by El Nino-

related drought. Some 1.7 million people,
40 percent of the population of northern
Somalia’s semi-autonomous Puntland
and Somaliland regions, need emergency
aid, the UN has said recently. “Another 1.3
million are on the brink of slipping into a
deeper crisis if rains continue to fail and
aid is too slow to come,” it said. The UN
cautioned that the drought may worsen
as predictions for Somalia’s main ‘Gu’
rainy season, from March to June, are
poor. — KUNA

Kuwait charities send emergency
relief aid to drought-stricken Somalia


