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KUWAIT: Muhra Al-Yaqoubi, Director of the training program at Sky News (left), Sheikha Hala bint Mohammed Al-Khalifa, member of the board
of trusties of the Khalifiya (second from left) and Naser Al-Arfaj, Public Relations and Media Manager at the Ministry of Youth (third from left)
attend the first session of the 13th Arab Media Forum yesterday. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh and Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The sessions and workshops of the
13th Arab Media Forum kicked off yesterday
morning at the Kuwait Regency Hotel. The two-
day forum this year is titled ‘Media, Challenges
and Elements’ and is being held under the
patronage of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

The first discussion session was on media and
community issues and three speakers participat-
ed. Bahrain’s Sheikha Hala bint Mohammed Al-
Khalifa, member of the board of trusties of the
Khalifiya spoke about the charity foundation
that was founded in 2011. “It is a non-profit
organization focusing on voluntary work and
teaching youth. The foundation also works on
developing volunteering ideology and encour-
aging this work. The media plays great role in
supporting voluntary organizations, which
affects the public and spreads the idea. Our
foundation also depends on social media to
attract youth and correct the wrong meaning of
volunteering,” stressed Sheikha Hala.

Community issues
United Arab Emirates’ Muhra Al-Yaqoubi,

Director of the training program at Sky News,
discussed the impact of the methods used by
media in dealing with community issues.
“Twenty-five years ago, our media was dealing
with all issues and problems in the community
in a positive way, although these issues are in
fact negative. A popular example of this is the
media personality Mohammed Al-Sanousi, and
all the problems that he highlighted in a positive
way helped people to understand them and
work on solving them,” she noted.

According to her, youth need rehabilitation
and training in this field. “Educational institu-
tions play a key role in cooperation with the
media in supporting youth abilities. Sky News
has a challenging program for training and reha-
bilitating youth and has trained over 80 students
who are now working in various institutions,”
added Yaqoubi. Naser Al-Arfaj, Public Relations

and Media Manager at the Ministry of Youth,
said that this ministry is a new one, and is keen
to be strongly present in the community. “We
focused on social media to reach young people.
We have also communications with them and
we apply their ideas in practical life, as we real-
ized many projects proposed by youth. We have
also sponsored over 20 enterprises in the media
field,” he pointed out.

Special Experience
The second session was titled ‘Special

Experience’ and presented by Ghanim Al-Miftah,
a young boy from Qatar. He spoke about the
challenges and obstacles he faced due to his dis-
ability, as he was born with only half a body. “I
have small body but a big heart. God blessed me
with many blessings, so I  should smile.
Satisfaction of what God gave me is one of the
best expressions of positivity, so people should
accept what God has given them so they see the
world positively. I accepted my disability and live
happily and peacefully with it, although I was
suffering from the way kids were looking at me.

But this doesn’t bother me, as I know that those
looking at me do thank God for the blessings
they live in, so I’m the reason behind mentioning
God,” he explained.

“My mother supported me and encouraged
me to face the community. She always advised
me to talk nicely to people, otherwise I would
stay lonely. My mother also printed books about
me and distributed them in schools and other
institutions in order to change the way people
look at disabled persons. This raised my self-con-
fidence in dealing with others,” added Miftah.

He also has dreams like other people. “I
dream to become an orthopedic doctor to help
patients who cannot afford medical treatment. I
also wish to become prime minister one day. I
practice various sports such as swimming,
shooting and mountain climbing,” concluded
Miftah, who is the youngest Arab businessman
as he owns an ice cream company with six
branches in Qatar. He is also in charge of various
charity activities including a wheelchair cam-
paign for people in need, collecting a million
riyals for Palestinians in Lebanon, and others. 

13th Arab Media Forum underway

Ghanim Al-Miftah attends the second session of the 13th Arab Media Forum.

KUWAIT: Algonquin College, Kuwait’s first
Canadian College, collaborated with local
high schools from all around Al-Jahra dis-
trict to introduce their soon to be gradu-
ates to the College. Tours were conducted
around campus to show the students the
different classrooms, state-of-the-art labs
and modern facilities that the College has
to offer. At the end of the tour, the students
attended a short presentation introducing
the college’s different programs and cur-
riculum.   The session was headed by the
Dean,  Admissions and Student Services,
Kawthar Abu Ghazaleh, who welcomed the
students to the College and stated: “At
Algonquin College - Kuwait we are not only
focused on providing the highest level of
education to prepare you for success, but
we also use the latest technologies and
techniques to engage you and enable you
to reach your highest potential. To com-
plete  your overall academics, we encour-
age students to bring their own devices to
use as part of the learning tool and to
upload their e-books, in an aim to equip
you with the skills needed to succeed in
today’s high-tech work environments.” 

Concluding the presentation, Abu
Ghazaleh said: “The Algonquin College in
Kuwait is a branch campus and not an affili-
ate, thus ensuring the deliverance of world
class education that is provided in Canada
and other branches of the College interna-
tionally. The campus is the newest addition

to Kuwait’s higher education, providing the
most in demand academics in today’s pro-
fessional world” .

Algonquin College is offering new diplo-
ma programs this upcoming Fall 2016/2017
which are: Business - Accounting Diploma,
Internet Applications and Web
Development  Diploma, and Interactive
Media Design Diploma in addition to the
Business Management and
Entrepreneurship, Business Marketing and
Computer Programmer Diplomas that were
offered during Fall 2015. Registration for
the upcoming semester (Fall 2016/2017)
will begin on May 1st 2016 on campus. 

Algonquin College is one of Canada’s
largest and most respected post-secondary
colleges. It is based in Ottawa, Ontario, the
Capital of Canada, and in 2017, it will cele-
brate its 50th year of operation. In Canada,
Algonquin College is recognized by the
Ontario Ministry of Training Colleges and
Universities and it offers over 270 programs
and registers over 50,000 students per year.
It is well known for offering first class IT and
Business Management Diplomas. 

Internationally, Algonquin College oper-
ates branch campuses in China, India,
Montenegro, Saudia Arabia, Kuwait and
soon in the UAE. As a branch campus, when
you study in AC-Kuwait you benefit from
Algonquin College’s international expertise,
excellent reputation, skilled faculty and
quality programs.

KUWAIT: ASAR - Al-Ruwayeh and Partners
(ASAR), Kuwait’s leading and most prominent
corporate law firm, and one of the region’s
top tier firms, has acted as legal counsel of
National  Bank of  Kuwait ,  Kuwait  Finance
House and other f inancial  institutions in
respec t  of  the convent ional  and Is lamic
financing of the Kuwait National Petroleum
Company’s (KNPC) clean fuels project. The
project includes the upgrade and integration
of the two largest existing refineries in the
co u n t r y,  i e ,  M i n a  A b d u l l a  a n d  M i n a  A l -
Ahmadi refineries. The project will increase
the combined capacity of the refineries from
t h e  e x i s t i n g  7 3 6 , 0 0 0  b a r re l s  p e r  d ay  to
800,000 barrels per day, and will lower the

sulfur content of petroleum products to 5
percent.  The overall cost of the project is KD
3.4 billion ($11.35 billion), and is part of the
Kuwait’s KD 30 billion ($100 billion) economic
development plan. The importance of this
financing comes from the fact that it is the
first financing to be obtained by KNPC and it is
the largest financing transaction in Kuwaiti
dinar in the history of Kuwait and amounts to
KD 1.2 Billion (around $ 4 Billion).

Rob Litt le,  Counsel  at  ASAR said:  “Our
involvement in a transaction of this magni-
tude is a testament to the solid development
of Kuwait based companies. This latest deal
highlights ASAR’s capabilities in servicing
Kuwait’s top tier companies and financial insti-

tutions in the Kuwaiti market.” Ibrahim Sattout,
Partner at ASAR said: “We have been honored
to work with and represent the lenders in this
high profile transaction and we appreciate the
confidence and trust that the lenders have put
in our firm. We look forward to continuing to
assist our clients in reaching their business
and strategic objectives.”  John Cunha, Partner
at ASAR said: “Despite challenging economic
times, this transaction underlines the interest
of the economic players in the oil sector and
its development. This deal affirms ASAR’s
trusted involvement with prominent organiza-
tions in numerous landmark projects that are
part of the country’s development plan.” 

With dedicated off ices  in  Kuwait  and
Bahrain coupled with its associated offices
and relat ionships,  ASAR provides cl ients
across an extensive range of industry sectors
with comprehensive legal advice and support
for their business activities in Kuwait, across
the GCC and beyond. 

The firm has been consistently rated as the
leading corporate and commercial law firm in
Kuwait by reputable legal guides such as the
Chambers  Global  Guide,  I nternat ional
Financial Law Review (IFLR) and the Legal
500. In 2015, ASAR was awarded with the
IFLR National Law Firm of the Year Award; an
award which ASAR has been delighted to
receive for the 7th consecutive year. The firm
also won the “Best Restructuring Deal in the
Middle East” award by IFLR in 2014. Further,
the  f i rm won the  prest igious  “2014
Commercial Litigation Law Firm of the Year”
and the “2014 Best  Bank ing and Finance
Legal Team -Kuwait” awards from Acquisition
International Magazine in 2014. ASAR lawyers
have also received multiple awards under dif-
ferent categories in the Fourth Edition of
‘Best Lawyers’ in Kuwait.

ASAR legal counsel to Clean

Fuels Project’s financers
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‘Proud to Be Jahra’s First College’

KUWAIT: There are only two days left to reg-
ister online for the long awaited “Women in
the Corporate World: Beyond the Glass
Ceiling” conference, which will be held on
Wednesday, May 4, 2016 at Jumeirah
Messilah Beach Hotel. This important non-
profit conference is a joint initiative between
Alghanim Industries and Gulf Bank, and with
support from the KIPCO Group.  Register
online at: www.womeninthecorporate-
world.com.

During the conference the results of a
new Kuwait survey on key motivating fac-
tors and challenges for women in Kuwait’s
workforce will be released to help enrich
understanding the drivers that incentivize
women to work.  Alghanim Industries and
Gulf Bank have conducted the nationwide
research to better understand the key moti-
vating factors for women in Kuwait work-
force.  The survey targeted both students
and professional women in Kuwait, and ana-
lyzed over 2,000 responses. 

The conference will bring together key
influential international, regional, and local
leaders, to discuss the important issue of
gender diversity in the workplace, where
keynote speakers including international
entrepreneur Randi Zuckerberg,
Undersecretary at the Ministry of State for
Youth Affairs, Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah, and
Chief Executive Officer and Co-founder of
Kuwait Energy, Sara Akbar, and panel discus-
sions which will highlight two main subjects
‘The Work/Life Balance’ and ‘The Role
Identity’.  The conference is also intended to
create a networking platform for business
women to exchange ideas and provide
assistance in achieving success in the corpo-
rate environment. To keep updated about
the “Women in the Corporate World: Beyond
the Glass Ceiling” conference, please visit the
website: www.womeninthecorporate-
world.com and follow Instagram account:
@GDC2016 For inquiries and opportunities,
please contact events@alghanim.com.

Two days to register for ‘Women

in Corporate World’ Conference

RIYADH/C AIRO: The Gulf  Cooperation
Counci l  (GCC )  condemned that  Syr ian
regime and its allies’ “continued barbaric
bombardment” of the northern Syrian city
of Aleppo which left hundreds of civilians
either dead or injured. “The GCC member
states denounce the heinous crimes com-
m i t te d  a g a i n s t  u n a r m e d  c i v i l i a n s  o f
Aleppo,” GCC Secretary General Abdulatif
Al-Zayani said.

“These are crimes against humanity.” He
added that the GCC states are urging the
United Nations Security Council and the
countries brokering the recent ceasefire in
Syria to take action to stop such escalation.
Zayani blamed the Syrian regime and its sup-
porters for the brutal attacks and airstrikes
on civilian targets in Aleppo.

Meanwhile, Arab League’s permanent rep-
resentatives will hold an extraordinary meet-

ing on Wednesday, at the request of Qatar, to
discuss military operations against the Syrian
city of Aleppo.

Member countries have agreed to con-
vene an urgent meeting on Wednesday, the
league said in a statement. Qatar requested
an urgent meeting to discuss the Syrian
regime and its al l ies’ bombardment of
Aleppo which left hundreds of civilians
either dead or injured. — KUNA

GCC condemns Aleppo bombardment


