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It helps to have friends in high places when you’re pro-
moting an athletic event. That’s certainly the case for
Prince Harry, who released a video Friday promoting the

upcoming Invictus Games for wounded veterans. The cast
includes his grandmother Queen Elizabeth II as well as
Barack and Michelle Obama, who Harry and his brother
Prince William had over for dinner last week in London.

The video starts with Harry and the queen looking at an
Invictus brochure when they get a video phone message
from Mrs. Obama. It shows the Obamas accepting Harry’s

challenge to the Invictus Games, with a man in uniform
behind them saying “Boom!” The queen, bemused by the
Americans, says, “Oh really? Please.” Harry then says “Boom!”
with a wicked grin. Elizabeth also made a widely-viewed
promotional video with 007 star Daniel Craig for the 2012
London Olympics. — AP

President of the United States, Barack Obama and Michelle Obama on a video call with Britain’s Prince Harry and Queen
Elizabeth II on Friday. 

KENSINGTON PALACE, LONDON: President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle Obama are greeted by the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge and His Royal Highness Prince Harry of Wales as they arrive at Kensington Palace in London on
April 22, 2016. — AP photos

Boom! Queen & Harry
answer Obamas’ Invictus

Games challenge

KENSINGTON PALACE, LONDON: Queen Elizabeth II sitting with her grandson, Prince Harry as he says “Boom” whilst
receiving a video call from the President of the United States, Barack Obama and Michelle Obama on Friday. — AP

Andrew McCarthy is

downright creepy in

ABC’s ‘The Family’

Andrew McCarthy has been recognized in some pret-
ty odd places. He was there when the Berlin Wall
came down and was singled out by an East German

guard as he tried to take a piece of the wall as a souvenir.
“It was chaos and these East German guards were push-

ing people back and this guard just looked at me, ‘You.’ I’m
just like, ‘Everybody else is taking it, too!’ He said, ‘Catholic
Boys,’ which is a movie I did.”

And he says his 1989 film, “Weekend at Bernie’s,” seems
to be everywhere. For someone so recognizable, McCarthy,
also known for roles in films like “St. Elmo’s Fire,” “Pretty in
Pink,” “Less Than Zero” and “Mannequin,” has spent most of
his time working behind the camera as a director.

“I love telling the whole story, and the older I’ve gotten
the less interested I am in just my subjective point of view
and worrying about what my hair looks like. It became bor-
ing to me to a certain degree. I was never particularly com-
fortable being the center of attention just on a personal
level,” he said in a recent interview.

McCarthy, 53, has directed episodes of TV series like
“The Blacklist,” “Orange is the New Black”, “Gossip Girl” and
the new ABC series “The Family” (Sunday, 9 p.m. EDT). He
also has a role in that series, which stars Joan Allen, Rupert
Graves and Alison Pill.

“The Family” is the story of a family torn apart when the
youngest child goes missing. They assume he’s been killed,
and McCarthy plays the creepy neighbor, Hank Asher, con-
victed of the crime. Ten years later, a young man appears
and says he’s the missing child. McCarthy’s character is
released from jail, but will he be accepted as an innocent
man?

McCarthy says that when he was approached to appear
on “The Family,” the character that really interested him was
“this strange, disturbed, little man who lives next door.”

“Hank is probably the most misunderstood guy in town
and every mother’s worst nightmare all in one,” McCarthy
said. “He has these really bad sexual predilections and yet
he hates himself for having them. He’s not just a monster
going around doing evil. He’s someone trying to fight
against it. No one has more hate and contempt for him
than himself.”

Meanwhile, when he can fit it in, travel is McCarthy’s
favorite thing to do. “I prefer to travel alone. I love traveling
with my family and my kids but ultimately I think I’m a solo
traveler. ... Travel was the university of my life, I like to say.
Travel changed my life.” — AP

The ferris wheel at a newly opened dinosaur theme
park in Bangkok caught fire on Saturday, but the park
said no one was on it at the time, and no injuries

were reported.
The fire broke out following an afternoon thunderstorm

in the Thai capital. “At the time of the incident, no one was
on the ferris wheel,” the park said in a statement on its

Facebook page. “As standard protocol, we stopped all oper-
ations of the Dino Eye before the rain, which is one of our
safety measures for Dinosaur Planet.”

The statement did not include details on how long it
took to extinguish the fire on the ferris wheel, called the
Dino Eye. It said the park was investigating the cause of the
blaze.

Photographs posted on social media showed fire rising
from one of the capsules toward the top of the ferris wheel,
as black smoke billowed up. Dinosaur Planet has been a
popular attraction with residents and tourists since it
opened a month ago in central Bangkok. — AP

Will Ferrell is not pursuing a film project about
President Ronald Reagan, a spokesman for the
actor said Friday. The actor had read and con-

sidered the script for “Reagan” but had never committed
to developing or starring in the comedic film, which had
prompted a strong family backlash.

The script for “Reagan” had been described in a
Variety report as a political satire about the president
falling into dementia at the start of his second term.

Reagan’s children Michael Reagan and Patti Davis, as
well as the Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation,
issued statements against the idea of a film portraying
dementia and Alzheimer’s in a comedic fashion.

Ferrell’s spokesman said that “Reagan” is “by no
means” an Alzheimer’s comedy. Reagan died of the dis-
ease in 2004. — AP

Will Ferrell ‘not pursuing’
Reagan film, says spokesman  

NEW YORK: Will Ferrell attending the world premiere
of “Zoolander 2” on Feb. 9, 2016. — AP

BURBANK, CALIFORNIA: Andrew McCarthy arrives at the
Disney Media Distribution International Upfronts on May
17, 2015. — AP Bangkok ferris wheel catches fire, but no injuries reported

BANGKOK: An empty passenger car of a ferris wheel burns at a newly opened dinosaur theme park yesterday. — AP


