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WASHINGTON: The secretive US
Foreign Surveillance Intelligence Court
did not deny a single government
request in 2015 for electronic surveil-
lance orders granted for foreign intelli-
gence purposes, continuing a long-
standing trend, a Justice Department
document showed.

The court received 1,457 requests last
year on behalf of the National Security
Agency and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation for authority to intercept
communications, including email and
phone calls,  according to a Justice
Department memo sent to leaders of
relevant congressional committees on
Friday and seen by Reuters. The court

did not reject any of the applications in
whole or in part, the memo showed.

The total represented a slight uptick
from 2014, when the court received
1,379 applications and rejected none.

The court, which acts behind closed
doors, was established in 1978 to handle
applications for surveillance warrants
against foreign suspects by U.S. law
enforcement and intelligence agencies
and grew more controversial after 2013
leaks by former NSA contractor Edward
Snowden. The electronic surveillance
often is conducted with the assistance
of Internet and telecommunications
companies. Civil liberties advocates have
long derided the court for acting as a

“rubber stamp” for government surveil-
lance operations. Government officials
have said the Justice Department is
careful about its applications and that
sometimes orders are modified substan-
tially by the court.

The court modified 80 applications in
2015, a more than fourfold increase from
the 19 modifications made in 2014.

The memo also stated that 48,642
national security letter (NSL) requests
were made in 2015 by the FBI. NSLs are a
type of subpoena authority used to
compel Internet and telecommunica-
tions firms to hand over customer data,
such as web browsing history, email
addresses and subscriber information.

One NSL often contains multiple
requests for information, such as a
sequence of emails believed relevant to
an investigation.

The majority of NSL requests, 31,863,
made in 2015 sought information on for-
eigners, regarding a total of 2,053 indi-
viduals, the memo stated.

The FBI made 9,418 requests for
national security letters in 2015 for infor-
mation about U.S. citizens and legal
immigrants, regarding a total of 3,746
individuals, it showed.

The FBI also made 7,361 NSL requests
for only “subscriber information,” typical-
ly names, addresses and billing records,
of Americans and foreigners regarding

3,347 different people.
National security letters have been

available as a law enforcement tool since
the 1970s, but their frequency and
breadth expanded dramatically under
the USA Patriot Act enacted shortly after
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the United
States. They are almost always accompa-
nied by an open-ended gag order issued
by the Justice Department barring com-
panies from disclosing the contents of
the demand for customer data.

The government also made 142
applications to the surveillance court for
access to business records, and it did not
deny any of those requests, according to
the memo. — Reuters

US spy court rejected zero surveillance orders in 2015

BEIJING: A  woman sits near a display showing the dangers of hackers breaking into mobile devices during the Global Mobile Internet
Conference in Beijing, China, Friday. The conference showcasing mobile internet technologies coincides with Beijing’s Capital Internet Security
Day.  — AP

NEW YORK: Twitter gets lots of grief from
investors because it hasn’t taken over the
world the way Facebook did, at least in terms
of amassing users. But maybe it’s destined to
stay small, serving a vital, if limited, role for
the public. Maybe Twitter just isn’t meant to
be an all-encompassing social utility. Maybe
stock price is not the only lens through which
a company can be valued. Twitter, perhaps
even in spite of its difficult interface and site -
specific lingo, has become a cultural force
since its 2006 founding.

“I don’t think at this point Twitter is ever
going to reach the size of Facebook and I
don’t know if that necessarily matters,” says
Debra Aho Williamson, an analyst at research
firm eMarketer. Assuming, that is, that Twitter
can figure out some way to make money off
people who read tweets but don’t ever log
into the service. Things got worse on Tuesday,
when Twitter reported dismal user figures -
310 million, up from 305 million a year ago
but down from 320 million in the fourth quar-
ter. That makes it about one-fifth Facebook’s
size. It can’t even brag about being larger
than LinkedIn, its more buttoned-up (and but-
toned-down) professional networking cousin.

While Twitter’s per-share earnings beat
Wall Street’s expectations, revenue fell short.
Revenue grew 36 percent to $595 million
from $436 million a year earlier. Analysts
polled by FactSet had expected $607.9 mil-
lion. Twitter’s already-clobbered stock fell
$2.09, or 11.7 percent, to $15.67 in after-hours
trading. Ever since returned to helm the com-
pany he co-founded in 2006, CEO Jack Dorsey
has insisted that Twitter needs to work harder
at both attracting new users and giving occa-
sional visitors more reasons to check back in.
To date, neither has happened.

Yet Twitter has a firm hold on the public
consciousness. Even non-users are at least
aware of its existence, if not totally up to
speed on its purpose. The Pope is on Twitter;
so are President Obama and BeyoncÈ, along
with a cadre of lesser celebrities. Unlike
Facebook, a place for friends, family and near-
forgotten grade school classmates, Twitter is a
great place to follow actors, soccer players,
late-night comedians and newsmakers to feel
like you are in the know.

“Twitter’s problem is that the management
does not understand what they have,” said
Wedbush Securities analyst Michael Pachter,
who argued that the company is still failing to
retool itself for new users.

Calling the service “horribly complicated,”
Pachter rattled off a series of his own Twitter
issues, even though he considers himself a
power user. For example, he just got an email
telling him  how to “mute” people he follows.
(Muting someone means you won’t see their
tweets in your timeline,  although you still fol-
low them. It’s like a brush-off without the
awkwardness.) “I didn’t know you could mute
somebody,” he said. “How did I not know
that?” Another frequent complaint involves
Twitter’s somewhat arcane 140-character lim-
it, a relic of its early technology. To get around
the limits, users have taken to posting screen-
shots of longer blocks of text. Dorsey has hint-

ed at expanding that limit, even tweeting a
1,325-character message - as a screenshot -
on the subject back in January. So far, the limit
remains unchanged.

Then there’s the Twitter lingo, from hash-
tags to “at” symbols and the like. If Twitter
wants to attract more grandmothers, it’ll have

to lose the text-speak. Pachter called Twitter a
“great product” that has gotten to where it is
in spite of, not because of its management.
The users that have stuck around - all 310 mil-
lion of them - have overcame obstacles such
as poor interface, search and, he said, a “terri-
ble functionality.” —AP

Twitter’s destiny is staying 
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SUTHERLAND: South Africa’s SALT tele-
scope has helped detect the first white
dwarf pulsar, the latest co-discovery that
has astronomers eager to use the largest
optical telescope in the southern hemi-
sphere to unlock the galaxy’s secrets.

Quick reaction times, as well as being
significantly cheaper than similar European
or American facilities in producing the sci-
ence are key competitive advantages, said
a senior astronomer at the SALT consor-
tium during a media visit.

“SALT is now living up to expectations,
producing high-quality science data that
probe the far reaches of the universe,” said
Ted Williams, a director at the South African
Astronomical Observatory managing the
site. Scientists know of neutron stars, large
objects about the size of the Sun that have
compacted down at the end of their lives
to something about 10 km (six miles)
across, the last stop before a black hole.

Williams said these incredibly dense
objects have been known for decades to
produce pulsars, which emit regular pulses
of radio waves and other electromagnetic
radiation at rates of up to one thousand
pulses per second.

“But there is another class of compact
objects called white dwarfs, bigger, the size
of the earth. So rather than 10 kilometres in
size we are looking at 6,000 kilometers and
we’ve just discovered the very first white
dwarf pulsar,” he said of the previously

unknown celestial phenomena.
Situated atop a hill  in the desolate

Northern Cape around 350 km north of
Cape Town, the $43 million SALT telescope
used its powerful spectroscopy light meas-
urement tool to prove the existence of the
white dwarf pulsar.

Shared by a consortium of partners from
South Africa, India, America and Europe,
SALT’s queuing system allows it to interrupt
routine observations and within minutes
focus its 10-metre optical telescope on new
discoveries, said Williams.

In February, SALT was the first major tel-
escope to take a spectrum of a supernova
in the nearby Centaurus A galaxy hours
after its discovery.

It also helped reveal one of the biggest
explosions ever recorded in the universe,
200 times more powerful than a typical
supernova and believed to have shone at
570 billion times the brightness of the Sun.

“It is what we wanted for South Africa
and for Africa, not to stay at the margins
but actually at the centre and beginning to
do world-class quality work,” said Naledi
Pandor, South Africa’s science minister who
visited the telescope on Friday.

Together with Australia, South Africa is
also co-hosting the world’s biggest and
most advanced radio telescope, the $2 bil-
lion “Square Kilometre Array” which will
study the origins of the universe and help
probe for extraterrestrial life. —Reuters

Arica’s giant eye in the 

sky proving worth its SALT

SAN FRANCISCO:  Yahoo CEO Marissa
Mayer will walk away with a $55 million
severance package if the company’s auc-
tion of its Internet operations culminates in
a sale that ousts her from her job.

The payout disclosed in a regulatory fil-
ing Friday consists of cash, stock awards
and other benefits that Mayer would get
should she be forced out as CEO within a
year after a sale.

Although Yahoo’s board is still evaluat-
ing takeover offers, most investors are bet-
ting that the company will decide to sell its
well-known brand and an Internet business
that includes a popular email service and
sections focused on sports and finance.

Mayer, a former Google executive, has
been unsuccessfully trying to turn around
Yahoo for nearly four years. Instead, Yahoo’s
long-running slump has deepened during
her reign, making her pay a prickly topic
among investors.

“I don’t think this management team
has done anything to merit a huge payout,”
said Eric Jackson, managing director of
SpringOwl Asset Management, a Yahoo
shareholder critical of Mayer’s leadership.

Yahoo declined to comment beyond its
filing with the Securities and Exchange
Commission.  The documents didn’t explain
the rationale for the severance packages
covering Mayer and other Yahoo executives,
although they are common at most publicly
held companies as a way to maintain some
stability during times of uncertainty. Mayer
received a compensation package valued at
nearly $36 million last year under the SEC’s
accounting rules. Yahoo’s board maintained
in its filing that it was only worth about $14
million as of April 1. The chances of a sale
happening at Yahoo Inc. increased earlier
this week when the Sunnyvale, California,
company reached a truce with activist
investor Starboard Value, an outspoken crit-
ic of Mayer’s that has been pushing her to
sell. Starboard CEO Jeffrey Smith is now one
of three Yahoo directors on a special com-
mittee assessing the bids for the Internet
business.

DECISION
Although Yahoo’s hasn’t set a timetable

for reaching a decision, most analysts
expect a deal to be struck within the next
two months at a price ranging anywhere
from $4 billion to $10 billion.

In an opinion shared by most of his
peers on Wall Street, RBC Capital Markets
analyst Mark Mahaney says he believes
Verizon Communications is the most likely
buyer. After snapping up AOL Inc., another
fallen Internet start, for $4.4 billion, Verizon
has publicly expressed interest in taking
over Yahoo, too.

That has spurred speculation that AOL
CEO Tim Armstrong will shove aside Mayer
if Verizon buys Yahoo’s Internet operations.
Armstrong was a top advertising executive
at Google during much of the same time
Mayer was working on some of the prod-
ucts that helped turn Google into the
Internet’s most powerful company.

Mayer’s inability to boost Yahoo’s adver-
tising sales at a time that marketers are
shifting more of their budgets to digital
services is the main reason investors are
pushing the company to cash out and turn
its Internet operations to a new owner.

Last year, for instance, Yahoo’s board set
a target asking management to generate
$4.6 billion in revenue, after subtracting ad
commissions. That would have been a
modest 5 percent increase from the previ-
ous year. Yahoo’s revenue last year instead
came in at $4.1 billion.

The company this year expects its rev-
enue after ad commissions to decline
another 15 percent to a projected $3.5 bil-
lion. Mayer is nearly done with a cost-cut-
ting plan that is jettisoning 15 percent of
Yahoo’s workforce in an effort to boost
profits as revenue drops.

Yahoo’s stock added a penny to close
Friday at $36.60, more than double its value
in July 2012 when the company hired
Mayer. But the run-up has been driven by
the rising value of Yahoo’s stake in China’s
e-commerce leader, Alibaba Group.

The investment in Alibaba was made
long before Mayer’s hiring, although she
has been unsuccessfully trying to find a
legal way to avoid paying taxes when the
stake is sold. — AP

LAS VEGAS: In this Jan. 7, 2014, file photo, Yahoo president and CEO Marissa Mayer
speaks during the International Consumer Electronics Show. — AP 
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KUWAIT: iZONE.services a service devel-
oped by Sultan Telecom Company have
signed a cooperation agreement with
Automated Services Network Company
(eNet). This is a significant partnership
towards making the payment of all services
easier for all The Sultan Center customers
via a wide network of eNet machines cov-
ering all areas of Kuwait.

This cooperation with eNet expresses
the commitment of Sultan Telecom to cre-
ate, develop and launch the best payments
solutions and automated payment proce-
dures for its ever growing customer base.
This effortless, secure and peace of mind
method of paying Through The Sultan
Center branches are now available in
Salmiya, Sharq, Hawally, Shaab, AlKout,
Shuwaikh and Egalia.

Automated Services Network Co. (eNet)
is Kuwait’s first dedicated payment solution
specialist, providing revenue collection sys-
tem and consolidating payments for public
and private sector organizations, ensuring
easy payment of bills.

The ser v ices  of  (eNet)  inc lude
telecommunication companies (Zain,

Wataniya, Viva- GCC - Egypt) where cus-
tomers can recharge their prepaid lines,
pay installments to Al- Manar Financing
Company,  Commercia l  Faci l i t ies
Company, X-cite Alghanim, Al Soor, Al
Mulla, Eureka and more.

Charity payments can be paid here to
Awqaf, as well as buying of entertainment
tickets and purchase of internet subscrip-
tions, renewing satellite subscriptions, are
among the numerous other services that
are available. The Company’s machines
cover about 90% of Kuwait residential and
industrial areas.

Sultan Telecom is one of the leading
communications solutions and infra-
structure companies in all sectors and is
one of the major companies in Kuwait
and has contributed in many major proj-
ects in Kuwait and abroad. The company
has a branch in the State of Bahrain as
wel l  and has plans to grow to other
countries as well.

“iZONE.services” has been developed by
Arabian ITS an ISO 9001: 2008 certified
company and is a subsidiary of Sultan
Telecom and The Sultan Center Group. 
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