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MILWAUKEE: Derek Dietrich #32 of the Miami Marlins turns the double play during the fourth inning against the Milwaukee Brewers at Miller
Park on Friday in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. — AFP

MILWAUKEE: Marlins lefty Adam Conley threw
no-hit ball for 7 2/3 innings before being pulled
by manager Don Mattingly after 116 pitches,
and Miami’s bullpen wound up holding off the
Milwaukee Brewers 6-3 on Friday night.
Jonathan Lucroy blooped a single with one out
in the ninth off reliever Jose Urena to break up
the combo no-hit bid. The ball landed in right
field just beyond the reach of diving second
baseman Derek Dietrich. Dietrich was playing in
place of speedy Gold Glove winner Dee Gordon,
who was suspended by Major League Baseball
on Thursday night after a positive drug test. The
25-year-old Conley (1-1) struck out seven and
walked four. Urena replaced him.

The Brewers scored three times on four hits in
the ninth. They loaded the bases before A.J.
Ramos struck out Jonathan Villar for his seventh
save. Earlier this month, Ross Stripling of the
Dodgers threw no-hit ball for 7 1/3 innings
against San Francisco in his major league debut
and was taken out after 100 pitches. Milwaukee
starter Zach Davies (0-3) struggled for the third
consecutive start despite the Brewers defense
turning a triple play behind him in the fifth
inning. He allowed four runs on six hits and
three walks while striking out five, and has an
8.78 ERA since being recalled from Colorado
Springs on April 17. Justin Bour provided most
of the offense for the Marlins, with a pair of
home runs and five RBI.  He hit a three-run home
run in the first inning, an RBI double in the third
and a solo homer to lead off the sixth against
reliever Blaine Boyer.

METS 13, GIANTS 1
Yoenis Cespedes and New York broke loose

for a team-record 12 runs in the third inning,
rolling past San Francisco for their seventh
straight victory. Cespedes set a club mark with six
RBIs in the inning, connecting for a two-run sin-
gle off starter Jake Peavy (1-2) and a grand slam
off reliever Mike Broadway that capped the out-
burst. The spree made it an easy night for Steven
Matz (3-1) in the opener of a three-game series
between the last two NL champions. The left-
hander tossed six shutout innings to win his third
consecutive start. Michael Conforto had an RBI
double and a run-scoring single in the Mets’
third, which lasted 39 minutes, 47 seconds. He
and Cespedes were two of the four players who
scored twice. Asdrubal Cabrera greeted
Broadway with a two-run double. The previous
Mets record was 11 runs in the sixth inning
against the Chicago Cubs at Wrigley Field on July
16, 2006. Butch Huskey held the previous team
mark for RBIs in an inning with five in the sixth
against the Florida Marlins on May 26, 1998. It
was the biggest inning against the Giants since
they gave up 13 runs in the sixth to the Montreal
Expos in San Francisco on May 7, 1997. New York
(14-7) has won 12 of 14 and owns the longest
current winning streak in the majors.

CUBS 6, BRAVES 1
Matt Szczur hit his first career grand slam dur-

ing a five-run eighth inning and Chicago broke
away to beat Atlanta. Jon Lester struck out 10
over seven innings to help the Cubs improve to
17-5, their top 22-game start since the 1907
team was 18-4. In a matchup of the clubs with
the best and worst records in the majors, the
Braves fell to 5-18. It was 1-all in the eighth when
the Cubs loaded the bases on two hits and a
walk against Jim Johnson (0-3).  Lefty Eric
O’Flaherty relieved and gave up Anthony Rizzo’s
go-ahead single with one out. Szczur then fol-
lowed by launching a pitch from Chris Withrow
over the left field wall. Freddie Freeman’s solo
shot in the fourth was only the Braves’ fifth
home run of the season. Lester gave up seven
hits and walked two. Pedro Strop (1-0) pitched a
perfect eighth.

RED SOX 4, YANKEES 2
David Ortiz hit a tiebreaking two-run homer

off Dellin Betances in the eighth inning, and
Boston beat New York in the first of 19 meetings
between the longtime rivals. Jackie Bradley Jr.
had a two-run double to help Boston win for the
fifth time in six games. Alex Rodriguez moved
into 20th place on the career hits list with a solo
homer for the Yankees. They lost for the 11th
time in 15 games. On a chilly night with a game
time temperature of 47 degrees, Ortiz sent a
first-pitch curveball from Betances (0-2) into the
first row of Green Monster seats. Koji Uehara (1-
1) pitched a scoreless inning and Craig Kimbrel
got the final three outs for his seventh save.

ORIOLES 6, WHITE SOX 3
Nolan Reimold hit a tiebreaking three-run

homer in the seventh inning, leading Baltimore
past Chicago. The White Sox entered the series
with a six-game winning streak, but have lost
back-to-back games to the Orioles, whose 9-1
mark at Camden Yards is the best home mark in
the major leagues. Brett Lawrie snapped a 2-for-
18 skid and tied the score 3-3 with a solo homer
off the Orioles’ Brad Brach in the seventh.
Reimold then put the Orioles back in the lead
when he hit Carlos Rodon’s first pitch over the
right-field scoreboard in the bottom of the
inning. Brach (3-0) earned the win in relief of
Mike Wright. Zach Britton pitched a perfect
ninth to earn his sixth save. Rodon (1-3) was the
loser.

NATIONALS 5, CARDINALS 4
Stephen Strasburg struck out nine, including

seven of eight in one stretch, and Washington
got home runs from Michael Taylor and Danny
Espinosa in a victory over St. Louis. Taylor’s sec-
ond leadoff homer of the year ended a 22-inning
scoreless drought for the Nationals. Espinosa’s
first of the season was a two-run shot that
capped a four-run fourth against Mike Leake (0-
3). Strasburg (4-0) gave up two runs on eight hits
in seven innings with one walk. He has 29 strike-
outs in 22 1/3 innings in his last three outings.
Jonathan Papelbon earned his eighth save in
nine chances for Washington, which is 5-0 in
Strasburg’s starts. Matt Adams hit a two-run
homer off Blake Treinen in the eighth for St.
Louis.

PHILLIES 4, INDIANS 3, 11 INNINGS
Ryan Howard led off the 11th inning with a

home run to lift Philadelphia past Cleveland for
the Phillies’ seventh victory in eight games.
Howard’s homer off Cody Allen (0-3) was his fifth
of the season and sixth career game-ending
shot. David Hernandez (1-1) struck out four in
two innings of relief for the win. Five Phillies
pitchers combined for 18 strikeouts.
Philadelphia’s bullpen pitched six scoreless
innings and struck out 11. Jason Kipnis hit a two-
run homer for the Indians.

PIRATES 4, REDS 1
Juan Nicasio struck out eight in seven score-

less innings, Josh Harrison hit his first home run
in nearly a year and Matt Joyce connected as a
pinch-hitter to lead Pittsburgh past Cincinnati,
extending the Pirates’ winning streak to five
games. Nicasio (3-2) allowed three hits and one
walk in sending the Reds to their fifth straight
loss.  Signed as a free agent in the offseason,
Nicasio has won all three home starts with a 1.89
ERA while losing both road starts with a 6.75
ERA. Harrison hit his first home run since May 15,
a span of 379 at-bats, into the bleachers in right
field with two outs in the fourth to raise the
Pirates’ lead to 2-0. Joyce sliced a two-run home
run off the foul pole in left, his third, in the sev-
enth inning to make it 4-0. The Reds scored their
run on Tucker Barnhart’s RBI double with two
outs in the ninth. Mark Melancon relieved
Arquimedes Caminero and got Scott Schebler to
hit a game-ending fly out for his sixth save. Dan
Straily (0-1) was the loser.

BLUE JAYS 6, RAYS 1
Michael Saunders hit two home runs and

Aaron Sanchez pitched seven shutout innings in
Toronto’s victory over Tampa Bay. Saunders
homered off Rays starter Drew Smyly (1-3) in the
third inning and added his fourth home run of
the season off Dana Eveland in the eighth. The
left fielder is hitting .368 (14 for 38) in nine
games since moving into the leadoff spot in the
Toronto batting order. Sanchez (2-1) gave up six
hits and two walks while striking out six to help
the Blue Jays break a three-game losing streak.
Josh Donaldson hit his eighth homer off the c-
ring catwalk at Tropicana Field in the sixth, giv-
ing the Blue Jays a 2-0 lead. Ryan Goins drove in
the final run with a homer in the ninth off Jhan
Marinez.

RANGERS 4, ANGELS 2
Ian Desmond continued his batting surge

with two hits, including the go-ahead double in
a three-run sixth inning, and Texas beat Los
Angeles. Colby Lewis (2-0) allowed two runs and
nine hits in seven innings to reverse his fortunes
against the Angels. He went into the game 6-11
against Los Angeles with a 6.82 ERA. Desmond
doubled past third baseman Yunel Escobar’s

backhand attempt as Texas scored three times
with two out. He’s hitting .394 in his last 10
games after hitting .091 in his first 12. Hector
Santiago (2-1) allowed all four runs and a sea-
son-high eight hits in 5 2-3 innings. Ryan Rua hit
a two-out homer for the Rangers in the fifth
inning. Shawn Tolleson earned his eighth save,
tied for the league lead, and his seventh straight.
Geovany Soto had a home run and both Angels
RBIs off former batterymate Lewis.

TIGERS 9, TWINS 2
Michael Fulmer allowed two earned runs in

five innings to win his major league debut and
Detroit beat Minnesota. Victor Martinez home-
red among his four hits, and Miguel Cabrera and
Nick Castellanos also went deep for the Tigers,
who had a season-high 18 hits. Considered
Detroit’s top pitching prospect, Fulmer (1-0)
allowed seven hits, walked one and struck out
four. Detroit got the 23-year-old righty last sum-
mer in the trade that sent slugger Yoenis
Cespedes to the New York Mets. Phil Hughes (1-
4) took the loss.

ROCKIES 9, DIAMONDBACKS 0
Trevor Story tied a rookie record with his 10th

homer in April, a two-run shot,  and Colorado hit
four home runs in the victory. Story, the Rockies’
shortstop, tied Jose Abreu of the Chicago White
Sox, who hit 10 in April 2014. Story and team-
mate Nolan Arenado, who also homered, are
tied for the major league lead in home runs.
With his 10th home run in his 21st game, Story
tied George Scott in 1966 as the fastest player  in
MLB history to 10 homers. He took
Diamondbacks starter Robbie Ray (1-1) deep in
the fifth inning. Arenado, Ryan Raburn and Nick
Hundley hit solo home runs, Arenado’s immedi-
ately following Story’s in the fifth to knock Ray
out of the game. Hundley added a two-run dou-
ble in the eighth after Gerardo Parra’s RBI double
in the opener of a three-game series. Tyler
Chatwood (3-2) held the Diamondbacks score-
less on five hits for 6 1/3 innings with four strike-
outs and three walks.

MARINERS 1, ROYALS 0
Felix Hernandez tied Jamie Moyer’s franchise

record for career victories at 145 as Seattle hand-
ed Kansas City its fourth straight loss. Seth Smith
provided the only run - and the only hit - for the
Mariners, leading off the sixth inning with a
home run to right off Royals starter Kris Medlen
(1-2). Hernandez (2-2), in his 11th season with
the Mariners, was appearing in his 339th game,
all starts. Moyer appeared in 324 games for
Seattle from 1996 to 2006. Hernandez worked 7
2-3 innings, allowing five hits, walking three and
striking out four. He threw a season-high 118
pitches. Steve Cishek pitched the ninth inning to
pick up his sixth save in as many opportunities.
Center fielder Leonys Martin made a game-end-
ing catch off Salvador Perez, crashing into the
wall to preserve the victory.

PADRES 5, DODGERS 1
Matt Kemp hit a tiebreaking three-run homer

in the eighth inning against  his former team,
and San Diego snapped a five-game losing
streak. Chris Hatcher (2-3) walked pinch-hitter
Brett Wallace leading off the eighth, and Jon Jay
followed with a bouncing single off the pitcher’s
right leg. One out later, Kemp drove an 0-2 pitch
into the Dodgers’ bullpen in left for his seventh
homer of the season - and the third allowed by
Hatcher in 10 2-3 innings. Ryan Buchter (1-0)
pitched two-thirds of an inning to get the victo-
ry. Cesar Vargas allowed four hits over 5 1-3
innings in his second major league start for San
Diego. Los Angeles had won nine straight
against the Padres.

ATHLETICS 7, ASTROS 4
Yonder Alonso hit a game-winning three-run

homer for Oakland. Stephen Vogt doubled to
left center leading off the ninth off reliever Tony
Sipp (0-1). After Coco Crisp was intentionally
walked, Alonso homered to right off reliever Pat
Neshek. The Astros lost for the eighth time in 10
games. They entered Friday tied for the league’s
worst record and haven’t won consecutive
games this season. Ryan Madsen (1-0), the A’s
fifth pitcher, worked a scoreless ninth for
Oakland. Sean Manaea, a hard-throwing left-
hander acquired from the Royals last season,
allowed four runs, four hits and four walks in
five-plus innings. He had three strikeouts and hit
a batter. —AP

Marlins’ Conley pulled in 8th 

with no-hit bid, Brewers rally

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB     
Baltimore 14 8 .636 -       
Boston 13 10 .565 1.5   
Toronto 11 13 .458 4       
Tampa Bay 10 12 .455 4       
NY Yankees 8 13 .381 5.5   

Central Division
Chicago White Sox 16 8 .667 -       
Detroit 12 10 .545 3       
Kansas City 12 10 .545 3       
Cleveland 10 10 .500 4       
Minnesota 7 16 .304 8.5  

Western Division
Texas 13 10 .565 -       
Seattle 12 10 .545 0.5   
Oakland 12 12 .500 1.5   
LA Angels 11 12 .478 2       
Houston 7 16 .304 6       

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 15 7 .682 -       
NY Mets 14 7 .667 0.5   
Philadelphia 13 10 .565 2.5   
Miami 11 11 .500 4       
Atlanta 5 18 .217 10.5  

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 17 5 .773 -       
Pittsburgh 14 9 .609 3.5   
St. Louis 12 11 .522 5.5   
Cincinnati 9 14 .391 8.5   
Milwaukee 8 14 .364 9       

Western Division
LA Dodgers 12 12 .500 -       
San Francisco 12 12 .500 -       
Arizona 12 13 .480 0.5   
Colorado 10 12 .455 1       
San Diego 8 15 .348 3.5   

MLB Results/Standings
Chicago Cubs 6, Atlanta 1; Baltimore 6, Chicago White Sox 3; Pittsburgh 4, Cincinnati 1; Philadelphia 4,
Cleveland 3 (11 innings); Boston 4, NY Yankees 2; NY Mets 13, San Francisco 1; Toronto 6, Tampa Bay 1;
Texas 4, LA Angels 2; Detroit 9, Minnesota 2; Miami 6, Milwaukee 3; Washington 5, St. Louis 4; Colorado 9,
Arizona 0; Oakland 7, Houston 4; Seattle 1, Kansas City 0; San Diego 5, LA Dodgers 1.

GLASGOW: Celtic moved closer to clinch-
ing a fifth consecutive Scottish Premiership
title following their 3-1 win over Hearts at
Tynecastle. Colin Kazim-Richards fired
home his first league goal for Celtic in the
16th minute but the Hoops were stunned
in the 57th minute as Abiola Douda scored
a superb equaliser for Hearts following a
surging run.  On-loan Manchester City
winger Patrick Roberts restored Celtic’s
advantage in the 66th minute as he
pounced on a loose ball to slot past Neil
Alexander.  Leigh Griffiths then took advan-
tage of a John Souttar error to rifle home
his 39th goal of the season in the 85th
minute to start the celebrations amongst
the travelling support at Tynecastle.

Later yesterday, closest rivals Aberdeen
beat Motherwell 4-1 to temporarily sus-
pend Celtic’s official confirmation as cham-
pions.  However, the Hoops hold a nine-
point advantage with three games left and
a goal difference that is vastly superior to
the Dons’ meaning the title is firmly in the
Glasgow club’s grasp. Out-going Celtic
manager Ronny Deila was delighted to
have all but sealed a second title in two
years at the club. “I was so happy with the
boys today,” Deila said. “We were totally
dominant in the first half and could’ve
been 2-0 up.

DEFENSIVE ERRORS
“There was determination today and the

energy was very good. We haven’t reached
all our goals this season but this one is the
biggest.” Hearts head coach Robbie Neilson
was disappointed with the result.   “I
thought in periods of the game we played
really well. In the second half when it 1-1 it
looked like we could go on and win it,” “Our
downfall was two defensive errors but
we’ve got two young centre-halves and we
have to support them through it.”
Elsewhere, Kilmarnock’s 4-0 thrashing of
Hamilton means Dundee United need to
defeat city rivals Dundee on Monday night

if they are to avoid relegation.  Following a
bright start, Celtic thought they had taken
an 11th minute lead when Callum
McGregor fired past Alexander after the
keeper had parried a shot from Roberts but
the midfielder’s effort was ruled out after a
very tight offside decision.

However, the Hoops didn’t have to wait
long for another opportunity and Kazim-
Richards fired Celtic in front. The Turkish
striker showed great skill to control a
Mikael Lustig cross on his chest before
smacking a half-volley through the legs of
Alexander.

Hearts came close to an immediate
equaliser but Jamie Walker’s fierce strike
was denied by an instinctive save by Craig
Gordon.  Griffiths should have restored
Celtic’s advantage in the 40th minute when
he latched on to a long ball over the top to
race in on goal but his shot was brilliantly
blocked by the legs of Alexander before
squirming out for a corner.  At the other
end Gordon made a good save to tip
Djoum’s strike round the post after the
Celtic defence had allowed him plenty of
room.  Hearts’ impressive start to the sec-
ond half was rewarded when Dauda
equalised. The substitute latched onto
Walker ’s pass before holding off three
Celtic defenders as his surging run ended
with a low angled shot back across Gordon
and into the far corner of the net.

Lustig sent a header on to the roof of
the net before Roberts restored Celtic’s
advantage.The winger pounced on a loose
ball as the Hearts defence played a danger-
ous game in front of their own box and the
on-loan Manchester City star got in front of
Souttar to race in on goal before slotting
through the legs of Alexander.

Souttar ’s day got worse in the 85th
minute as his mistake allowed Griffiths to
add a third for Celtic. The Hoops striker
charged down Souttar’s attempted clear-
ance and then nutmegged him before
rifling a low shot beyond Alexander. — AFP

Aberdeen make Celtic wait for 

fifth straight Scottish title

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s Leonardo Ulloa of Argentina, prepares to board the team
bus before it leaves King Power Stadium, in Leicester, England, yesterday, bound for
their today match with Manchester United.  Against all odds, lowly Leicester City soc-
cer club are surging to the top of the world-class English Premier League, with bet-
ting firms regretting their extravagant odds, and fans cheering their team to the
final summit. — AP

LONDON: Leicester City can bring their
fairytale pursuit of glory to a suitably spec-
tacular conclusion yesterday by beating
Premier League standard-bearers
Manchester United at Old Trafford to capture
the title.

Seven points clear of second-place
Tottenham Hotspur with three games
remaining, Leicester, the 5,000-1 outsiders,
will be champions for the first time in their
132-year history if they prevail at the home
of United, the dominant force of the Premier
League era. But although Leicester are now
so close to the trophy that they can smell the
silver polish, manager Claudio Ranieri is
determined to make sure that his players do
not lose sight of the task in hand.

“We have to fight a lot,” the Italian told a
packed King Power Stadium media room
during his pre-game press conference.  “It
will be a fantastic match, but tough. We have
to stay calm and stay hungry. I want to see
that. “For the first time in the club’s life, they
can win the title. It is unbelievable. It is histo-
ry.” After a sequence of nervy, narrow wins
and a fraught 2-2 draw with West Ham
United, the title swam into pin-sharp focus
for Leicester this week when their breezy 4-0
victory over Swansea City was followed by
Tottenham losing ground in a 1-1 draw with
West Bromwich Albion. I t  means that
Leicester can drop points at United and still
be crowned champions, as long as Mauricio
Pochettino’s Tottenham do not better their

result when they visit outgoing champions
Chelsea a day later.  And with a home game
against Everton followed by their own trip to
Chelsea still  to come, Leicester possess
ample room for error.  While Ranieri contin-
ues to proceed with caution, the city of
Leicester is now firmly on a title footing.

‘POSTPONE THE PARTY’ 
Fans sporting Leicester shirts and blue

face-paint queued for photographs with the
Premier League trophy in a city centre bank
on Friday and local landmarks have been lit
up blue in anticipation of the team’s first
major silverware since the 2000 League Cup.
It is a while since Old Trafford hosted a title
party, with a solitary Community Shield the
only trophy of note that the club have won
since Alex Ferguson retired as manager in
2013. But Louis van Gaal’s United side are far
from ideal candidates for the role of sacrifi-
cial lambs on the Leicester title altar. Fifth-
place United boast the strongest home
record in the division, having lost only twice
on their own patch all season, and have con-
ceded only seven goals in their 17 home
games to date. They are currently on a run of
six successive home wins, which has helped
to keep their challenge for a Champions
League place alive, and with Manchester City
and Arsenal guaranteed to take points off
each other when they meet next weekend,
Van Gaal’s men are not short of incentives in
their pursuit of a top-four finish.—AFP

Old Trafford coronation 

beckons for Leicester


