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B
ettors looking for a wager with a fancifully
high payoff last fall could have gone into
their local betting shop in England and

risked a bit of cash on the proposition that Elvis
Presley would be found alive and well. Or they
could have placed their money on a true longshot:
The laughable idea that the lowly Leicester City
soccer club would somehow surge to the top of
the world-class English Premier League. Elvis sur-
facing in good health was a 2,000-1 shot; the Foxes
taking the top spot was rated even more unlikely,
at 5,000-1 to one odds.

The King of Rock and Roll is still buried on the
grounds of his beloved Graceland, but the Foxes
are on the verge of one of the greatest upsets in
the history of modern sports, and the impact of
their astonishing run on Britain’s betting industry is
already being felt as the team closes in on the top
spot, which they can clinch as early as Sunday with
a victory of past powerhouse Manchester United.

Joe Crilly, spokesman for the William Hill betting
chain, said the company will no longer casually
offer such high odds in the face of an expected £10
million ($14.6 million) industry-loss that will be suf-
fered this weekend or next if, as expected, the
Foxes finish in first place. “It’s a big loss but it’s not
going to bankrupt us thankfully,” he said. “There
will still be 5,000 to one shots from time to time,
but we will certainly be a lot more careful if offer-
ing that price. Our company alone will be paying
out 3 million pounds on Leicester City.”

That loss will be slightly offset by profits made
on bets on other English Premier League clubs,
including perennial powerhouses like Manchester
United and Chelsea that have fallen on hard times.
But still. The reality of paying £100,000 each to the
handful of people thought to have placed £20 on
the Foxes is galling to the firm’s bean counters, said
Crilly. “Doom? Maybe not,” he said. “But certainly a
few people feel sick about it.”

The Paddy Power chain said it faces its biggest
Premier League payout ever. “In hindsight we were
idiots offering odds of 5,000-1,” the company said
in a statement. In contrast, a bet that President
Barack Obama would admit the moon landings
had been faked was seen by the company as 10
times more likely. Betting firms say some people
are holding £20 bets on Leicester City, with reports
that some may have £50 tickets that would pay
£250,000. Academy Award winning actor Tom
Hanks last week said he had put £100 on the Foxes
(the payoff would be half-a-million pounds) but
industry professionals think he was joking. No one
reports hearing of a bet that large.

One person kicking himself this weekend is
longtime Leicester City fan John Micklethwait, the
editor-in-chief of Bloomberg News, who for nearly
20 years dutifully placed a £20 bet on the Foxes to
finish atop the league. Having moved from London
to New York, he skipped the wager this year, miss-
ing out on what is expected to be the ultimate pay-
off. In a rueful column, he pointed out that betting
companies placed the chances of Leicester City
winning the league as equal to the chances of U2
front man Bono becoming pope.

Carpenter Leigh Herbert has been more fortu-
nate in his betting choices. He placed a £5 bet on
Leicester City before the season began and has
already collected part of the dough (about 5,680
pounds) when companies started trying to cut
their losses by offering partial payouts and he
cashed in £2 of his wager. He stands to collect the
full amount (£15,000) on the final £3 of his bet. “I’m
a fan, I wanted Leicester to win the league but I
didn’t in my wildest dreams think they would,” he
said. “It’s been a roller-coaster. Now I’m excited,
totally excited.” —AP 
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E
arlier this month “The Atlantic” magazine featured a
cover story, “The Obama Doctrine”, written by Jeffery
Goldberg. Based on the author’s many hours of inter-

views with President Obama, it represents an attempt to
find a coherent framework with which to understand the
President’s overall foreign policy. It was both disappoint-
ing and damaging. It was disappointing in that it presents
a portrait of a President who appears to have given up try-
ing to deliver on the promise of his 2009 Cairo speech. He
has resigned himself to an “unfixable” Middle East and
“thrown in the towel”, blaming the Arabs for this failure.

At the same time, the article is damaging in that the
President is quoted saying things that are deeply insulting
to Arabs, causing hurt that will be lasting. The Obama who
emerges from the article appears condescending and dis-
missive. I understand that there is much in the piece that
is Goldberg and not Obama, but there are still enough
direct quotes, which the President does not deny, that are
deeply troubling. One, in particular, stands out for its anti-
Arab animus:

“Contrast (the Middle East) with Southeast Asia, which
still has huge problems...but is filled with striving, ambi-
tious, energetic people...the contrast is stark. They are not
thinking about how to kill Americans. What they’re think-
ing about is ‘how do I get a better education? How do I
create something of value?”

Not only does the quote ignore the recent bloody his-
tory of and current repression practiced by several coun-
tries in Southeast Asia, it also slights the dynamic entre-
preneurial spirit that is driving economic growth and
social change across the Arab World, particularly in the
Arab Gulf countries. The comments sounded more like
something Donald Trump might have said, not Barack
Obama. 

Admittedly, this President began his term in office fac-
ing a greater set of challenges than any of his immediate

predecessors. The country faced the greatest economic
crisis since the Great Depression. Not only that, but after
two failed wars and the Bush Administration’s disastrous
handling of Hurricane Katrina, Americans were facing a
crisis in confidence. Similarly, American prestige around
the world had plummeted to all-time lows, in particular, in
the critical region of the Middle East. And to make matters
worse, politics in Washington had become increasingly
toxic,  with Republicans determined to defeat the
President’s every effort to address the country’s economic
and foreign policy crises.  

Hope 
Facing down these overwhelming challenges, the new

President projected hope and optimism. Working with the
Democratic leadership in Congress he moved a series of
measures designed to rescue critical industries, stabilize
financial institutions, stimulate the economy, expand
health care coverage, and create new employment oppor-
tunities.

In an effort to address the grave challenges America
faced in the Middle East, the President took a number of
constructive steps and then traveled to Cairo where he
delivered an historic address promising “a new beginning”
in the US-Arab relationship. It was a remarkable speech
that: admitted shared responsibility, called for mutual
understanding, presented a constructive agenda for
change, and closed with the President acknowledging
that because “no single speech can eradicate years of mis-
trust” it was imperative that bold action be taken quickly
to address the issues that divide our two worlds.  

The Arab world responded positively, hoping the new
President would deliver. His opponents at home, on the
other hand, immediately attacked him, pledging to derail
his efforts to change course on Iraq, Guantanamo,
Israel/Palestine, and improving ties with Muslim countries
- and they did.

Seven years later, the promise of that Cairo speech

remains unfulfilled. And expectations have been dashed
to the ground. The reasons for the failure are many - some,
though not all, of which can be planted at the feet of the
weaknesses in the Arab world. There were others. Israeli
intransigence blocked any reasonable effort to move
toward peace. The Palestinian leadership, so weakened,
deformed, and discredited by the US and Israel’s mishan-
dling of the so-called “peace process”, was unable to play
the role they were unfairly asked to assume. 

The Arab Spring created new uncertainly and instabili-
ty in the region. The US military, eviscerated by the disas-
trously long and demoralizing wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq, was reeling in exhaustion. And poisonous partisan
domestic politics made it difficult for the President to find
the support he needed to deliver on promised change.

Blame 
All of this is lost in Goldberg’s “Obama Doctrine”.

Rewriting history, the Cairo speech is presented as an
effort “to persuade Muslims to more closely examine the
roots of their unhappiness”. Those were Goldberg’s words,
but they were followed by this Obama quote: “My argu-
ment [in Cairo] was this: Let’s all stop pretending that the
cause of the Middle East’s problems is Israel”. True enough,
but if the US couldn’t live up to its responsibility in this
“new beginning”, it is surely unbecoming to place the
blame solely at the Arab’s doorstep.  

The President still has almost nine months to correct
and act to deliver on the expectations he created. He can
take bold initiatives: support a nuclear free zone in the
Middle East; recognize Palestinian sovereignty and state-
hood; and take steps to rein in Iran and create a regional
security framework. I hope he does take steps like these
because it would be sad if the epitaph describing the tra-
jectory of his Administration’s Middle East policy were to
end up being “From Cairo to Goldberg”.

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the Arab
American Institute

From Cairo to Goldberg

By Carola Sole

G
retel de la Rosa, a budding Cuban businesswoman,
had been in Mexico City for just a few hours, but she
already had stuffed three bags with fabric for her

shop back home. While Cuba’s communist regime has
implemented modest economic reforms, allowing some
private ventures, running a business on the island remains
a challenge for trailblazers like de la Rosa. Her trip to
Mexico’s capital - a beehive of capitalism - with five other
Cuban businesswomen was a chance not only to get
goods they can’t find at home, but also to learn from oth-
ers with private sector experience.

As they sat at a bar in a hotel near the city’s busy
Reforma boulevard, the women said they have already
learned much from their trips to places such as Chile,
Bolivia and Cuba’s former Cold War nemesis, the United
States. “Since this sector is so new, we need a lot of infor-
mation on issues that are very common for the rest of the
world, such as business vision, marketing,” said 33-year-old
Yamina Vicente, who organizes parties and events through
her business, named “Decorazon”. “I have learned a lot. My
business is different now than before I traveled,” she said.

‘Dreams and Wishes’ 
The six women came to Mexico City to participate in the

Women’s Forum on Wednesday and Thursday, an interna-
tional gathering of women, but also men, from politics,
business and civil society to discuss social and economic
issues. They came with an arsenal of business cards with
phone numbers, email addresses and even Facebook
pages or business websites. While they use the Internet,
web access is very expensive and hard to come by in Cuba,
where it is tightly controled by the state.

Only 3.4 percent of households have Internet access,
but the government is opening public Wi-Fi hotspots and
President Raul Castro has promised access to all Cubans by
2020. “Our dreams and wishes include being able to export
and through the Internet you can not only buy but also
sell,” said Caridad Luisa Limonta, who owns a workshop of
seamstresses in Havana. “If Cuba is opening up to the
world, one of its potentials is to be able to export,” she said.

Gradual Changes 
In the meantime, like many Cubans who can afford to

travel, they take advantage of their trips to shop for the
things they can’t find in Cuba. De la Rosa bought fabric for
her children’s decoration store, but it was a “limited” quan-

tity to avoid problems with customs in Havana. It’s nothing
compared to the stuff that Nidialys Acosta buys and brings
on planes. “For example, I’ve had car bumpers and fenders
in my luggage,” said Acosta, who since 2011 has run a busi-
ness that repairs the famous classic American cars from the
1950s that are part of Cuba’s street landscape and which
are used as taxis for tourists. Most of the six women used to
work for the government but they entered the nascent pri-
vate sector that Castro allowed after he succeeded his
brother, Fidel, in 2008. This has helped them earn more

money in a country where the average monthly salary is
$24. Only 10 percent of the island’s labor force, or nearly
half a million people, is in the private sector. While the US-
Cuba diplomatic thaw has raised hopes of change on the
island and a potential end to the US trade embargo, the
Communist Party Congress earlier in April suggested that
Havana’s opening to the world would remain slow. “I think
that there were a lot of expectations of sudden, quick
changes, but I think the changes that are coming will be
very gradual,” Vicente said. — AFP 

Cuba’s businesswomen learn on the fly

MEXICO CITY: (Left to right, top) Cuban businesswomen Gretel de la Rosa, Sandra Lidice Aldama and Nidialys
Acosta, and (front) Caridad Luisa Montana, Yamina Vicente Prado and Marianela Perez Benitez, pose at the
Women’s Forum in Mexico City on April 27, 2016. —AFP 
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