
NEWS
SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2016

Continued from Page 1

The same report points out that nearly 58 percent of
unemployed Kuwaitis refuse to work in the private sec-
tor, preferring to wait until a public sector job becomes
available.

This situation, coupled with the government’s inability
to encourage more citizens to work within the private sec-
tor, continues to cast a shadow on the government’s ability
to go ahead with its planned demographic structural
strategies, through which Kuwait looks to cut down the
expatriate population from 69 percent of the total popula-
tion today to not more than 50 percent in the future. The
sources said that the SCPD will discuss the recent study
and the possibility of integrating it as an “essential part in

its policies to correct Kuwait’s demographic imbalance”.
This comes amid reports saying that local authorities have
a ‘plan in place’ to solve a problem pertaining with nearly
53,000 domestic workers reported absconding. According
to the plan, Maj Gen Mazen Al-Jarrah, the Interior Ministry’s
Assistant Undersecretary for Citizenship and Passports
Affairs, will form a security team to carry out crackdowns
on places suspected of harboring runaway maids, Al-
Anbaa daily reported yesterday, quoting sources who
added that ‘new laws to fight this problem’ are expected to
be announced soon. The same newspaper reported last
week that authorities have stepped up deportations of
expatriate workers this year, saying that police deported
14,400 expats in the first four months of the year, com-
pared to 26,600 in the whole of 2015.

Study calls for deporting terminated...
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Iran-backed Houthi rebels, who seized swathes of
territory including the capital Sanaa. Key issues include
the withdrawal of armed groups, a handover of heavy
weapons, the resumption of a political transition and
the release of prisoners. The government delegation
said their proposal is based on implementing
Resolution 2216, which states that the rebels must
withdraw from seized territories and disarm before
talks can progress.

The rebel delegation representing the Iran-backed
Houthis and forces loyal to former president Ali
Abdullah Saleh said that their proposals include “form-

ing a consensus authority that would oversee (political)
transition”. The rebel proposals also call for the lifting of
the blockade imposed by the Saudi-led military coali-
tion on Yemen.

Ould Cheikh Ahmed said although there has been an
improvement in firming up the ceasefire that went into
effect on April 11, some “grave violations” remain, espe-
cially in the besieged city of Taez. The UN envoy also
said that the Saudi-led Arab coalition has stopped air
sorties in the past four to five days. The UN Security
Council on Monday stressed the importance of agree-
ing on a “roadmap” to implement security measures
including the withdrawal of heavy weapons from
Yemeni towns. — Agencies

Yemen foes hold direct talks, prisoners...
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in destroying ivory and rhino horn, saying it was
“shameful” to keep stocks in case of possible future sale.
“They are speculators on an evil, illegal commodity,”
Leakey said. 

The ivory seized from poachers and smugglers over
several years - as well as from animals who died naturally -
is  equivalent to just a quarter of the number of elephants
killed each year to feed demand in growing economies in
Asia, eager for an elephant’s tooth as a status symbol. The
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) banned the ivory trade in
1989. Activists say destroying the stocks will put anti-traf-
ficking efforts at the top of the agenda at the next CITES
conference.

China, which has tightened its laws on ivory imports,
allows the resale of ivory bought before the 1989 ban, but
activists say the trade in legal ivory acts as a cover for illegal
imports and call for a complete ban on sales. But Kenyan
media, which have covered multiple ivory burns ever since
the first large pyre was torched in 1989, as well as the killing
of elephants that continued unabated once the publicity
event was over, appeared far more cynical.

All three main newspapers ran cartoons questioning the
long term impact and motivation, pointing to the govern-
ment’s accountability in allowing the animals to be killed in
the first place, and warning that without tackling corruption,
poaching would continue. The Standard newspaper’s car-
toon showed one image of the pyre on fire today, and anoth-
er tomorrow with vultures marked corruption, greed and
incompetence feasting on a freshly killed elephant. — AFP 

Kenya torches world’s abiggest ivory...
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He said it remained unclear when the experiments
could resume, but added that it clearly would “take more
time before we can get started.” 

The weasel was not the first animal to wreak havoc at
the LHC. In 2009, a peckish bird briefly knocked out part of
the particle collider when it dropped a baguette on an
external electrical power supply and triggered a chain
reaction that shut down part of the LHC’s cooling system.
But that time the system was restored within several hours.

After the Higgs discovery, the LHC underwent a two-
year upgrade, reopening last year with double energy lev-
els and a vastly expanded the potential for groundbreak-
ing discoveries. The lab allows beams containing billions of
protons to shoot through the massive collider in opposite

directions. Powerful magnets bend the beams so that they
collide at points around the track where four laboratories
have batteries of sensors to monitor the smashups.

The sub-atomic rubble is then scrutinized for novel parti-
cles and the forces that hold them together. Late last year,
before the technical shutdown and after running for more
than six months at double energy levels, scientists said they
had discovered anomalies that could possibly hint at the
existence of mysterious new particle. Some have theorized
it could be a larger cousin of the Higgs boson, or that it
could imply the existence of extra space-time dimensions.
“We might have the first hint of something unexpected,”
CERN physicist Paris Sphicas told AFP this week, stressing
the importance of rebooting the LHC experiments. “The
only way to tell if this thing is real or just a statistical fluctua-
tion, a fluke, ... (is with) much more data,” he said. — AFP 

Pop goes the weasel as collider shuts down

A mural ‘Todos somos migrantes’ (We are all migrants) shows a portrait of Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump (left) in the Galerias Otay neighborhood of Tijuana in northwestern
Mexico. — AFP 


