
NAIROBI: Kenyan police officers and Kenyan National Youth Servicemen search the site of a building collapse in Nairobi, Kenya
yesterday. A six-story residential building in a low income area of the Kenyan capital collapsed Friday under heavy rain and
flooding, trapping an unknown number of people in the rubble, Kenyan officials said. — AP 
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VIENNA: Austria said yesterday it was in talks with
the European Union’s executive body to extend
border controls brought in last year to help stem
the migrant flow. “I can confirm that we are having
discussions with the EU Commission and our
European partners about this,” interior ministry
spokesman Karl-Heinz Grundboeck said. His
remarks came after German media reported that
several EU states were pressing Brussels to extend
the temporary controls inside the passport-free
Schengen zone for at least six months.

The EU allowed bloc members to introduce the
restrictions as hundreds of thousands of migrants

and refugees began trekking up the Balkans from
Greece towards western and northern Europe last
September. Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France,
Germany and Sweden have all clamped down on
their frontiers as the continent battles its biggest
migration crisis since the end of World War II.
However, the extraordinary measures-triggered in
case of “a serious threat to public policy or internal
security”-are now due to expire on May 12.

“We request that you put forward a proposal,
which will allow those member states who consider
it necessary to either extend or introduce the tem-
porary border controls inside Schengen as of May

13,” the six countries said in a letter addressed to the
EU, according to German newspaper Die Welt. A
source close to the German government told AFP
the letter would be sent on Monday. The European
Commission, which did not comment on the mat-
ter, is due to give its verdict on May 12 on whether
Greece has done enough in recent weeks to protect
the EU’s external borders. In case of a negative
assessment, the executive could give the green
light for an extension of the border controls.

The influx of people fleeing violence and
poverty in the Middle East and elsewhere has put
a huge strain on the bloc’s 28 members. While the

flow via the Balkans route has slowed to a trickle
after countries shut their borders, governments
fear that the migrants will seek out new routes
into the EU. More than 26,000 migrants have
already landed on Italy’s shores so far this year
after setting off from Libya. The arrivals have
prompted Austria to announce plans to reinstate
border controls-including a 370-metre (1,200-
foot) fence-at the Brenner pass in the Alps, a key
transport corridor between northern and south-
ern Europe. The move has sparked protests at the
checkpoint in recent weeks and sparked tensions
between Vienna and Rome. — AFP 

NAIROBI: Rescuers in the Kenyan capital made
desperate efforts yesterday to free survivors
including a woman and child trapped in a build-
ing that collapsed in storms that have left a total
of 17 people dead. President Uhuru Kenyatta
visited the wreck of the six-storey building yes-
terday, where 10 people perished after concrete
floors collapsed down on top of each other dur-
ing torrential rainstorms on Friday.

The two-year-old building, home to more
than over 150 families, had been condemned
by building authorities but the order had been
ignored. “Ten bodies have been recovered, and
we have 80 people who have been treated and
discharged from hospital,” Interior Minister
Joseph Nkaissery told reporters amid the
wreckage of the building. Seven other people
died in floods elsewhere in Nairobi, including
four killed when a wall collapsed. “There is a

lady in the building and her child who are alive,
and all efforts are being made to rescue them,
as well as other people still believed to be in the
building,” Nkaissery said.

‘Ignored directives’
But access for rescuers with larger machinery

has been made difficult by the narrow and
crowded streets. One survivor was pulled from
the huge pile of debris shortly after dawn,
Kenya Red Cross said, some 10 hours after the
building collapsed Friday night. Pictures broad-
cast by local media showed soldiers, policemen
and civilians searching through the rubble. 

Kenyatta “braved the rainy and chilly weath-
er” to visit densely-populated and poor Huruma
neighborhood, a statement from the presidency
said. He ordered police “take immediate action
to identify and arrest owners of buildings who

have ignored directives by the National
Construction Authority”, it said. The building col-
lapsed at around 9:30 pm (1830 GMT) Friday fol-
lowing some of the heaviest downpours since
the start of the rainy season that caused flood-
ing and landslides in many areas of the city.

Two neighboring buildings were declared
unsafe and were evacuated. In other separate
incidents, two people drowned when their
vehicle was swept away by storm waters in
the capital’s Industrial Area, another person
died in floods. Nairobi has been in the midst
of a building boom for some years but the
quality of materials used and speed of con-
struction have sometimes been called into
question. The growing middle class has trig-
gered an explosion in demand for housing
and a rise in real estate prices in the east
African capital. — AFP 
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NOUAKCHOTT: Thousands of people have
marched for the rights of former slaves in
Mauritania and to denounce “injustice”
against them in the West African nation
where slavery persists despite being officially
abolished decades ago. The march on Friday
in the capital Nouakchott was organized by a
group calling for the rights of the Haratines
which was launched on April 29, 2013.

The protesters, who included opposition
leaders, called for “the end of exclusion and
injustice built into the system against the
Haratine community”, according to a docu-
ment from the organizers, a call echoed by
various speakers at a meeting following the
march. “Without all our struggle, nothing will
be done and the manifesto is to continue the
battle against the injustice committed against
all the wretched of this country, without
exception!” said Boubacar Messaoud, the main
leader and spokesman of the movement.

Despite being officially abolished in 1981,
slavery is still deeply entrenched in the vast,
largely desert nation where light-skinned
Berber Arab Moors enslaved local black pop-
ulations after settling in Mauritania centuries
ago. Slave status is also often passed on from

generation to generation, according to
rights groups. Messaoud, however, wel-
comed recent moves by the authorities to
fight against slavery.  In August 2015,
Mauritania adopted a new law making slav-
ery a “crime against humanity” and doubling
the maximum prison term to 20 years. The
country in December also set up three spe-
cialist slavery courts and decreed last month
that March 6 would be national day for the
fight against slavery.

On the sidelines of the protest, Messaoud
called for the release of jailed anti-slavery
activists, including Biram Ould Dah Ould
Abeid, the leader of the Abolitionist
Movement in Mauritania. In January last year
Ould Abeid was jailed for two years along
with two others for “belonging to a non-
authorized organization, protesting, and
incitement to rebellion.” Their sentences were
upheld on appeal in August. They took their
case to the Supreme Court, which is to rule on
May 17, according to a judicial source.
Australia-based Walk Free Movement estimat-
ed in its 2014 Global Slavery Index that there
were 156,000 slaves in Mauritania, or some
four percent of the population. — AFP 
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NAIVASHA: A new project is using solar energy
to transform toilet waste into efficient cooking
fuel, in an initiative to improve hygiene for peo-
ple in communities without indoor sanitation
and at the same time reduce the felling of trees
for charcoal. In the communities around
Naivasha, about 90 km northwest of Nairobi,
Sanivation, a Kenyan social enterprise - a for-
profit company also focused on social good -
has begun providing toilets to homes that lack
proper sanitation. The locally made toilets,
called “Blue Boxes”, are portable and require no
fixed plumbing. Users pay a monthly charge to
have them serviced twice a week. The health
implications for a community with little access
otherwise to modern toilets is significant, said
Dr Oren Ombiru, Naivasha’s health officer.

The leading cause of death for children
under five in Kenya is diarrhoea, a problem
exacerbated by poor sanitation, he said.  Most
homes in semi-urban areas do not have indoor
plumbing, and some people have no choice but
to defecate outdoors, he said. “Safe waste dis-
posal is one of the best ways to prevent diar-
rhoea. This is a challenge for the vast majority of
peri-urban dwellers, who are mainly low-income
people,” Ombiru said. Around 80 toilets have
been provided so far, serving over 400 people.
But it’s what happens to the waste after it is col-
lected from the toilets that makes the project
more than a simple effort to improve sanitation.

Mix, cook and burn
The waste is mixed with charcoal powder

and with waste plant material from nearby
flower farms, which has been burned and
crushed into fine powder. Sanivation uses solar
technology to concentrates the sun’s rays and
heat the toilet waste to a high temperature,
sterilizing it and making it safe for reuse. The

mixture is turned into smokeless briquettes
that people can buy for cooking at home.

Benjamin Kramer-Roach, director of energy
at Sanivation, says theirs is one of very few proj-
ects that use this model to transform human
waste into solid fuel. Naomi Wanjira Chege, a
mother of three children from Karagita area,
about 15 minutes’ drive from Naivasha, has
been using a Blue Box toilet at home, and cook-
ing with Sanivation’s briquettes for a year. “The
fact that the toilet is portable means that it can
be used in any room of the house. So you don’t
have to worry about getting outside to use the
toilet,” she said.

Chege uses half a kilo of the briquettes to
cook a meal.  Although at 25 shillings ($0.25)
per kilo they cost a little more than she would
pay for ordinary charcoal, she says they burn for
longer - up to four hours. “You don’t keep
adding fuel when cooking, given that it can last
for a long time,” Chege said. Another advantage
is that the briquettes produce no smoke or
odors, she said. “When customers use our bri-
quettes, bought at a higher price than charcoal,
the efficiency from the long burn time actually
saves them 10 to 15 percent per month on fuel
costs,” Kramer-Roach estimated.

He pointed to sales of 5 tons a month as evi-
dence that the price hasn’t put people off. Since
the briquettes burn longer than charcoal pro-
duced from wood, every tonne sold saves the
equivalent of 88 trees, he said. The toilets are
popular, too, he said. Sanivation installs them
without cost but charges a monthly fee of 600
Kenyan shillings (about $6) to remove the waste.
Kramer-Roach acknowledged that this cost is
hard for some people to afford. But “because the
payment is monthly, we have found people are
able to plan ahead and save just like they would
for electricity or rent,” he said. — Reuters 

In Kenya, portable toilets find 
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WASHINGTON: An indelible blue drawing of an
ornate birdcage, festooned with roses and petals,
wraps its way around Navy Corpsman Jessica
Bryant’s forearm. The 23-year-old sailor’s tattoo is
large, but not big enough to be considered a “sleeve,”
the type of design that covers an entire arm. Bryant
hopes to remedy that, thanks to new Navy rules kick-
ing in (April 30) - aimed at attracting recruits among
young millennials who have adopted tattoos en
masse. “When they make this really, really legal, I am
going to finish the rest of it,” she said during a recent
visit to the Champion Tattoo Company in southeast
Washington, across the road from a Marine barracks.

Until now, sleeve tattoos have been barred under
military regulations. The Navy is scrapping the ban-
and going further still-to adopt the most lenient
rules on body art of any US military service. From
next month, sailors will also be allowed a tattoo on
their neck-up to one-inch across-and restrictions will
be lifted on ink below the knee or elbow, including
on the hands. 

Additionally, sailors with visible tattoos will be
allowed to work as Navy recruiters, a gig that was off-
limits to them before. “Everyone’s really thrilled,” said
Navy Corpsman Everette Abney, 28, as he perused
tattoo designs to add to the colorful selection
already on his forearm. News of the rule change was
up on “Facebook for maybe an hour, and it had been
shared about 40,000 times,” Abney said. His friend,
Navy Corpsman Taylor Hoyte, 20, is getting a tattoo
of a pair of interlocking hands as part of a design that
will eventually be a sleeve.  “I want to keep going
until I run out of room, from the neck down,” she said.

Millennials and hipsters
Tattoos are a longstanding tradition among

sailors the world over-think Popeye and his anchor-
reaching back to the 18th century. But in recent

decades, as the military sought for troops to project
a more uniform and professional image, even the
Navy restricted what kind of tattoo sailors can wear.
With the practice more popular than ever among
millennials and hipsters, the Navy’s latest easing of
the policy is aimed at reaching a wider array of
potential sailors. According to a Harris poll, nearly
half (47 percent) of Americans born in the 1980s and
1990s have at least one tattoo.

“This policy has increased the pool of candi-
dates we recruit from. Will we get new recruits that

wouldn’t have previously applied to the Navy? I
think absolutely, yes,” Navy spokesman Lieutenant
Commander Nate Christensen said in a phone
interview. “The Navy strives to reflect the nation
we serve, to attract, recruit and retain the nation’s
best talent,” he added. Offensive, overly vulgar or
racist tattoos remain off-limits. Military tattoo
restrictions have long stoked ire among rank-and-
file troops. Many grumble that if they can die for
their country, they should be able to express
themselves on their skin. — AFP 

LONDON: Former London mayor Ken
Livingstone said yesterday he regretted a
row over anti-Semitism that has rocked
Britain’s opposition Labor party, but
refused to withdraw comments linking
Hitler to Zionism. “I really regret saying it
because it has caused all this eruption,” the
veteran politician told LBC radio, amid a
controversy that threatens to damage
Labor’s chances ahead of regional elections
next week. But he said Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had made
similar remarks, adding: “I never regret say-
ing something that is true.”

Livingstone was suspended from the
centre-left party on Thursday after saying
Hitler initially wanted to move Jews to
Israel, and “was supporting Zionism before
he went mad and ended up killing six mil-
lion Jews”. His comments came in defense
of Labor lawmaker Naz Shah, who was sus-
pended on Wednesday in the face of wide-
spread criticism for sharing anti-Semitic
posts on social media two years ago. Labor
leader Jeremy Corbyn has announced an
independent review into racism in the par-
ty as the seeks to contain the row ahead of
elections for devolved assemblies in
Scotland and Northern Ireland and the
London mayor next week.

Livingstone, a long-time ally of Corbyn
who was mayor from 2000 to 2008, denied
he was anti-Semitic, insisting: “My entire
time in politics has been defending minori-
ties.” He accused “embittered” Labor MPs
who disliked Corbyn, a long-time socialist

who was elected last year, of trying to whip
up the row to undermine his authority.
“The real appalling thing here is dishonest
MPs who know that what I have said is true
and stood up all this nonsense because
they want to damage our chances at the
local election, so they have a chance of
undermining Jeremy,” Livingstone said.

In a speech to the World Zionist
Congress in October, Netanyahu suggested
Hitler was not planning to exterminate the
Jews, but expel them, until he met the
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem Haj Amin Al-
Husseini, a Palestinian nationalist, in 1941.
The comments were widely criticized, and
Netanyahu later insisted he had no inten-
tion of exonerating Hitler. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: Butch Johnson, owner of Champion Tattoo Company, works on Tyler McManus,
a 24 year old who left the US Marine in 2014 in Washington, DC.  — AFP 

Sailors rush for tattoos as US 
Navy bends rules to recruit


