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BAGHDAD: Thousands of angry protesters broke
into Baghdad’s heavily fortified Green Zone yester-
day and stormed the Iraqi parliament building after
lawmakers again failed to approve new ministers.
Jubilant crowds, most of them supporters of Shiite
cleric Moqtada Al-Sadr, invaded the main session
hall, shouting slogans glorifying their leader and
claiming that they had rooted out corruption.

The capital was already on high alert for a major
Shiite pilgrimage, participants in which were tar-
geted in a bombing that killed 23 yesterday, but
extra security measures were taken after protesters
stormed the Green Zone. “You are not staying here!
This is your last day in the Green Zone,” shouted
one protester as thousands broke in.

Besides the parliament compound, the restrict-
ed area in central Baghdad houses the presidential
palace, the prime minister’s office and several
embassies, including those of the United States
and Britain. Protesters pulled down several slabs of
the heavy concrete blast walls that surround the
Green Zone to create an opening and also climbed
over the barrier, an AFP journalist said. They then
headed to parliament, where some rampaged
through the building and broke into offices, while
others shouted “peacefully, peacefully” and tried to
contain the destruction, another AFP reporter said.

Security forces were present but did not con-
front them. Protesters also moved into the nearby
compound of the secretary general of Prime
Minister Haider Al-Abadi’s office. Some six hours
after the Green Zone was stormed and despite the
chaos, Abadi issued a statement claiming the situa-
tion in Baghdad was “under the control of the secu-
rity forces” and urging protesters to return to “desig-
nated protest areas”. Tear gas was used against pro-
testers but violence did not escalate further, with
both sides mostly seen fraternizing.

Chaos in Parliament 
An AFP photographer said members of the

Sadrist militia group Saraya Al-Salam were eventu-
ally seen directing protesters to leave the parlia-
ment building after nightfall. Protesters earlier
pulled barbed wire across a road leading to one of
the Green Zone exits, effectively preventing some
scared lawmakers from fleeing the chaos. They also
attacked and damaged several vehicles they
believed belonged to lawmakers.

Inside the main hall where lawmakers failed
to reach a quorum earlier in the day, protesters
sat in the MPs’ seats taking “selfies” and shouting
slogans. One protester called a friend on his
mobile: “I am sitting in (parliament speaker)
Salim Al-Juburi’s chair, I have a meeting, we’ll talk
later.” “We are the ones running this country now,
the time of the corrupt is over,” said another, as

crowds filled rooms throughout the building.
Parliament failed to reach a quorum yesterday
after approving some of Abadi’s ministerial nom-
inees earlier in the week. The Green Zone unrest
started as Sadr ended a news conference in the
Shiite holy city of Najaf during which he con-
demned the political deadlock. He had threat-
ened to have his supporters storm the Green

Zone last month, but did not order them to enter
the area in his Saturday address.

Baghdad on High Alert 
The politicians “refused to end corruption

and refused to end quotas”, Sadr said, adding
that he and his supporters would not partici-
pate in “any political process in which there are
any type... of political party quotas”. Key gov-
ernment posts have for years been shared out
based on political and sectarian quotas, a prac-
tice demonstrators want to end. Abadi’s efforts
to change the system have been opposed by
powerful political parties that rely on control of
ministries for patronage and funds.

According to interior ministry officials, the
main entrances to Baghdad were temporarily
closed, and measures were taken to protect
the central bank and the airport. Security
forces had already been on high alert as tens
of thousands of Shiite faithful converged on
the city for an annual commemoration. Both
Washington and the United Nations have
warned that the political crisis could distract
from the fight against the Islamic State (IS)
jihadist group.

A car bomb that exploded earlier Saturday
in the Nahrawan area near Baghdad killed at
least 23 people and wounded at least 38,
security and medical officials said. It struck a
road used by pilgrims walking to the shrine of
Imam Musa Kadhim in northern Baghdad,
officials said. IS, which considers Shiites to be
heretics, claimed the attack and said it was
carried out by a suicide bomber who detonat-
ed a vehicle laden with three tonnes of explo-
sives.  Kadhim, the seventh of 12 imams
revered in Shiite Islam, died in 799 AD. The pil-
grimage has in recent years turned into a
huge event that brings the capital to a stand-
still for days. — AFP 

Protesters storm Iraq parliament 
Sadrists dig in inside Green Zone as political crisis deepens

BAGHDAD: Iraqi protesters wave national flags as they gather inside the parliament after breaking into Baghdad’s heavily fortified
“Green Zone” yesterday. — AFP 

BURLINGAME, California: An egg is thrown at a cardboard cutout of Republican presidential candidate Donald
Trump during a protest outside the Hyatt Regency Hotel where Trump was speaking on Friday.  — AFP 

BURLINGAME, California: Hundreds of demonstrators jos-
tled with police in riot gear outside a California hotel where
Republican presidential frontrunner Donald Trump gave a
speech, forcing the candidate to duck into a back entrance.
At one point, several dozen protesters broke through barri-
cades and attempted to storm the hotel where the
California Republican Party Convention was taking place
on Friday, but police, some wielding batons, were able to
push them back.

The demonstrators waved banners that read “No hate,
no racism, no Trump,” “We need a uniter, not a divider” and
“Trump is the modern day Hitler.” Several carried Mexican
flags. The tense stand-off at the Hyatt Regency near the
San Francisco International Airport forced the Republican
front-runner and his security detail to abandon his motor-
cade on a nearby highway, hop over a barrier and use a
back entrance to the hotel. “That was not the easiest
entrance I’ve ever made,” he told the party members at the
convention. “It felt like I was crossing the border.”

California, which holds its presidential primaries on
June 7, is crucial in Trump’s push to secure the number of
delegates needed to win the Republican presidential nom-
ination outright. Trump blasted his rivals Texas Senator Ted
Cruz and Ohio Governor John Kasich for staying in the race.
“I think it’s going to come to an end very soon,” Trump told
the crowd. “And really, I’m speaking to the people in this
room, because there has to be unity in our party.” After
delivering his speech without incident, Trump was again
escorted out the back entrance. A crowd of those attend-
ing the convention watched live footage of Trump leaving
the hotel, and cheered when he entered his vehicle away
from the protesters, the Los Angeles Times reported. 

Kasich, who hours later spoke to the California
Republicans, did not refer directly to Trump but did say
that he’s chosen in his own campaign “not to live on the

dark side of human nature”. Once seen as inconceivable,
Trump’s quest for the 1,237 delegates needed to win the
Republican nomination outright is within reach.

Some of the anti-Trump protesters outside the hotel
lobbed rocks and eggs at officers, and at least five were
arrested, a police spokesman said. He added that several
demonstrators and police officers suffered minor injuries. “I
am here because I don’t like all the bad stuff Trump has
been saying lately about immigrants and Latinos,” said Eric
Lopez, one of the demonstrators. “We are not all like the
way he thinks we are.”

Jorge-Mario Cabrera, spokesman for the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles (CHIRLA),
denounced Trump’s rhetoric and said he hoped the real
estate magnate would be defeated at the polls. “The com-
munity is sick of being denigrated, disrespected and
attacked,” he told AFP in a statement. “Nevertheless, our
reaction should be to march peacefully, as we have always
done, and vote at the polls.” 

The protest in Burlingame followed similar demonstra-
tions that turned violent late Thursday at another Trump
rally in southern California. Some 20 people were arrested
outside the Orange County amphitheater in Costa Mesa
during a Trump campaign stopover, which drew a crowd of
thousands ahead of the state’s June 7 primary. The demon-
strators hurled rocks at passing vehicles and vandalized
cars. They smashed at least one patrol car’s window and
punctured the tyres on a police sports utility vehicle, while
trying to overturn another police car.

Protesters have disrupted campaign rallies for Trump
across the country, denouncing the frontrunner’s rhetoric
against Muslims and immigrants. The billionaire developer
has outraged many by comparing Mexican immigrants to
“rapists” and vowing to build a wall along the Mexican-
American border to prevent illegal immigration. — AFP 

Tense protests outside 
Trump speech in Calif


