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The process of withdrawal of Kuwaiti citizenship
from those who are believed to have obtained
it by fraud or unlawfully is still continuing. The

judiciary is currently considering a number of such
cases and regardless of the final decision, I do not
think the discussion in the media will be over soon.
It is a sensitive issue affecting human rights in all
cases, whether these people are convicted of decep-
tion or fraud in obtaining it or are acquitted,
because the damage is inevitable. The damage to
the reputation of a person, especially if he is a politi-
cian or journalist, has negative consequences for the
person himself and the society.

The government represented by the ministry of
interior has announced a “cleansing” operation
against citizenship manipulators, but some people
have gone to court, which is the right of a victim.
The ministry of interior says that Kuwaiti nationality
is considered sovereign and should not be subject
to any defamation. This is a nice thing to say, and I
hope it is not too late to fix the damage.

I am in favor of the process of withdrawing citi-
zenship from manipulators and those who have
obtained Kuwaiti citizenship unlawfully, because
no person with any sense can accept manipula-
tion in such an important sovereign document.
Obtaining cit izenship by fraud is  dangerous
because it affects the composition of the commu-
nity and its security and culture, along with the
privileges that they do not deserve, especially
with regards to jobs, housing, loans and marriage.
So busting manipulators is essential, but it does
not mean that arresting counterfeiters is enough
and this will solve the basic problem and its future
repercussions, especially with regards to the mul-
tiplicity of loyalties and belonging.

How is the process being done? How could
someone access those documents to facilitate the
procedure? Official statements and of those who
have been arrested talk about contacts with persons
working in those departments, and so it was easier
for them to access official papers. 

A former employee at the general directorate of
nationality and travel documents was forging docu-
ments and received huge amounts of money for it. A
Syrian expat was arrested when he paid KD 20,000
to add his two sons to a Kuwaiti nationality file. A
bedoon was also arrested for paying KD 10,000 for
the same purpose. Often these people pay money to
people who have access to Kuwaiti citizenship cer-
tificates who issue them after accepting bribes. This
is a criminal act for sure.

The Assistant Undersecretary for Citizenship and
Passports Affairs Major General Sheikh Mazen Al-
Jarrah told the media that the withdrawal of citizen-
ship is not an act of revenge but a matter of recalcu-
lation. I f  the recalculation targets those who
obtained citizenship unlawfully, I certainly support
this measure - but I am wondering who is behind
these criminal acts in the first place and who the
beneficiaries are. We are not talking about the work
of an individual, but possibly gangs. Improper han-
dling of the matter will make it look like an act of
vengeance against politicians and journalists. This is
a natural perception because some manipulators are
known to be government opponents who once had
seats in the parliament. 

The Kuwaiti nationality provides financial benefits
and security to its holder, so I understand that
some people want it for this reason and are ready to
pay large sums of money in order to get it. The
prevalence of corruption and nepotism will make
offenders feel they are immune from legal accounta-
bility, punishment and perhaps may even die taking
their secret to the grave. Later, it will be a shock to
their children when their citizenships are withdrawn.

The issue of stripping someone of a document
supposed to emphasize affiliation to the homeland
is not an easy thing, especially if this action affects
the person’s wives and children who have no role in
this deception. Therefore, this issue is specifically
sensitive and should be treated with caution, with
criminalization of the accused person and protec-
tion of innocent people.
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KUWAIT: Two police officers narrowly escaped death when
they could not control their patrol vehicle and it collided
with a camel crossing the street along Subbiya highway,
said security sources. Both officers sustained severe injuries
and were rushed to Jahra Hospital for treatment.

Smuggling foiled
Kuwait International Airport officers arrested an Asian

man arriving with 1,000 illicit pills. The man admitted that he
tried to smuggle the pills into Kuwait. He was taken to the
Drug Control General Directorate (DGCA) for further action.

No injuries in fire
Firefighters tackled a blaze reported at a restaurant in

Salmiya yesterday. Firemen from two separate fire stations
arrived to the scene and discovered that the fire started in
the kitchen of the second-floor restaurant. They evacuated
the place and tackled the flames. No injuries were report-
ed. Meanwhile, an investigation was opened to reveal the
cause of the fire. Separately, a fire broke out in a vehicle in
Ardiya industrial area, said security sources, noting that
Ardiya firemen rushed to the scene and managed to con-
trol the fire before it spread to other vehicles parked near-
by. In another incident, a fire broke out in a nine-storey
building in Jabriya, said security sources, noting that fire-
men from Hawally, Salmiya and backup rushed to the
scene and dealt with the fire that started in a laundry room
on the sixth floor. The building had to be evacuated and
ventilated while firemen fought the fire. No casualties were
reported. 

KUWAIT: A patrol vehicle heavily damaged after collid-
ing with a camel at Subbiya highway.

Illicit pills caught with a passenger at Kuwait
International Airport.

Firemen pictured at the scene of a fire in Jabriya.

Officers hurt after patrol hits camel

Firefighters inspect damages after tackling a blaze at a
restaurant yesterday.

KUWAIT: Assistant undersecretary for medical services Dr Mohammad Al-Khashti attends the event. — KUNA

Medical ethics priority for
Ministry of Health: Official

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health sup-
ports all efforts aimed at informing all
health providers and medical staff of
the hallowed principles of medical
ethics and confidential doctor-patient
relationship, a ministry official said
yesterday.

Opening a one-day conference on
the subject of medical ethics, assistant

undersecretary for medical services at
the ministry Dr Mohammad Al-
Khashti stressed that the ministry took
pains to train new physicians on fol-
lowing strict guidelines of medical
ethics in their daily work with
patients. The conference focuses on
medical ethics in relation to such top-
ics as organ transplantation, brain

death, pregnancy, and surrogacy, he
said. Medical ethics is a system of
moral principles that apply values and
judgments to the practice of medi-
cine. As a scholarly discipline, medical
ethics encompasses its practical appli-
cation in clinical settings as well as
work on its history, philosophy, and
sociology. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy
Director of Sheikh
Salem Al-Ali Center for
Hearing and Speech,
Dr Hadeel Al-Mutawa
has asserted the cen-
ter ’s keenness to
implement a strategy
that will develop and
upgrade health servic-
es so as to contribute
to keeping up with
plans of the Ministry of
Health’s Development
Plan 2030.

Mutawa, who also
serves as deputy direc-
tor of ZAIN Hospital,
said yesterday that the center has adopted a number of
projects and forwarded them to the Ministry of Health to
take the final approval in order to achieve the desired
goals. She explained that the main objectives of the center
is to provide medical services to citizens and residents of
all health areas within hospitals or clinics in order to relieve
pressure on the specialized hospitals and facilitate the
diagnosis and treatment of patients and reduce the dura-
tion of waiting to see a doctor. She added, “We have begun
reducing the time schedules for patients and facilitated
their access to the clinics and provided appropriate med-
ical service and advice to them.”

She listed a number of projects the center intends to
implement after the adoption of the needed budgets,
including increasing the number of operating rooms from
four to six, the development and expansion of the inten-
sive care unit, increase the number of clinics of hearing
screening and speech therapy as well as cochlear implants
from seven to nine, as well as the introduction of another
clinic for ear washing besides the existing one.  She also
said that among the most important projects is increasing
cooperation and coordination with the Kuwait Institute for
Medical Specialties as to contribute to the development of
the medical staff and the training of nursing cadre of the
center, according to the latest relevant medical technology
and international conventions. — KUNA

Sheikh Salem Al-Ali
Center for Hearing,

Speech ‘edifice of
Kuwait’s development’

Dr Hadeel Al-Mutawa

KUWAIT: Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said
yesterday that the Youth Ministry
pays much heed to people with
special needs, and seeks to answer
their needs.

Meeting the voluntary disabled

team’s head Salem Al-Qattan, the
minister said the Youth Ministry is
also keen to promote the efforts of
people with special needs, and to
help them give out creative prod-
ucts, the ministry said in a release.
Sheikh Salman also appreciated the
constructive efforts exerted by the
voluntary team to fulfill the needs of

people with special needs and their
families, the ministry added.

During the meeting, Qattan
briefed the minister on his team’s
activities and achievements, and
highly commended Sheikh Salman’s
distinguished support for the team
and all clubs and societies that cater
for the handicapped. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Information and Youth Affairs Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah meets with voluntary dis-
abled team’s head Salem Al-Qattan. — KUNA

Youth Minister attaches much
attention to disabled people

KUWAIT: Kuwait Society of Nuclear Medicine and
Molecular Imaging (KSNMMI) has participated in a regional
training course on using radioactive pharmaceuticals for
diagnosis and treatment of cancerous tumors held in
Bangkok, Thailand. The course, sponsored by the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), was concluded
on Friday.

KSNMMI chairman Dr Fahad Abdulrahman Marafi, who
is also a consultant at the Kuwait Cancer Control Center
(KCCC), said that he had taken part in the course as an
authorized senior lecturer and consultant of nuclear medi-
cine and molecular imaging. Marafi added that it was the
second time he participated with the IAEA in training Asian
doctors. Kuwait is a leading country in the field of nuclear
medicine and molecular imaging, he noted. Experts from
Australia and Belgium took part in the course, in addition
to six local ones. —KUNA

Kuwait’s KSNMMI takes
part in IAEA-sponsored

training in Bangkok

KUWAIT: KSNMMI chairman Dr Fahad Abdulrahman
Marafi (right) participates in the event. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait is well-
adept at bringing together
Arab media to forums and
meetings whose results
benefit people of the
region in totality, said
Jordanian information
minister Muhammad Al-
Momeni as he arrived in
Kuwait yesterday. He is in
the country to attend the
Arab Media forum in its
13th edition which is being
held under the auspices of
His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. The
theme of the forum is ëChallenges to Arab Media. The
Jordanian minister spoke highly of the Kuwaiti leadership
and people, noting that he was coming to the forum with
plethora of ideas of common concern for general discussion.
The forum is scheduled for May 1-2 and Jordan has been
selected as a guest of honor this year. On hand to welcome
the Jordanian minister at the airport was Minister of
Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Jordanian information minis-
ter Muhammad Al-Momeni

Jordan Minister touts
Kuwait as exemplary
host of Arab media


