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MUMBAI: Chris Gayle is determined to grab the World
Twenty20 limelight back from in-form Virat Kohli when the
West Indies and India clash in a mouthwatering semi-final
in Mumbai today.  The destructive opener smashed an
unbeaten century, which included 11 sixes, in the West
Indies’ opening win against England but has only batted
once since, making just four.

Kohli has been the star of the tournament so far, expert-
ly guiding India through the group stages with a half-cen-
tury against Pakistan and 82 not out in a crunch win over
Australia. With the flat wicket at Mumbai’s Wankhede
Stadium a dream for batsmen, the last-four showdown
between the hosts and 2012 champions is set to be a bat-
tle of the big-hitters. 

“I am looking to show what Chris Gayle is,” Gayle warned
ominously on Tuesday. “I have only batted twice but this
(semi-final) is a perfect opportunity to actually start the
tournament and try and pick up where I left off, get a big
one for the team and put them in a winning position,” he
added.  The 36-year-old described Kohli, who is the top
run-scorer left in the tournament with 184, as a “world
beater” but insisted neither he nor the West Indies were
concerned about individual players.

“Chris Gayle will always be positive. It does not matter
which bowler is bowling against Chris Gayle,” he said.
“Chris Gayle would attack. That’s the nature of T20 cricket.
And that’s the nature of Chris Gayle. “No names, just cricket
ball, beat it as hard as possible,” Gayle added.  India’s coach
Ravi Shastri said his bowlers were aware of the danger
posed by Gayle but were determined to tame him. “Bring it
on. All our bowlers will target him,” said Shastri in his eve-
of-match press conference. 

The hard yards 
The former Indian allrounder meanwhile said that Kohli

was on his way to proving himself as one of the greats of
the game after a lull in form.  “You have to give him the
credit for really believing that he can be right up there with
the best and for putting in the hard yards because let me
tell you know one trains harder than Virat,” said Shastri.
“Credit must be given to him for putting in that much of
hard work and believing in his own ability.”

India are looking to take another step on their quest to
become the first team to win the World T20 twice, after
their triumph in the inaugural 2007 edition, and the first on
home soil. They are also bidding to give inspirational 34-
year-old captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni-who is thought to
be close to announcing his retirement-the chance to out
on a high.

India were stunned by New Zealand in their first match
but picked up three straight wins to qualify second from
Group Two. By contrast, the Windies won their opening
three games to top Group One before being shocked by
minnows Afghanistan. Gayle believes India have the
momentum but warned that “anything was possible”.

“India are the favorites. It is always going to be diffi-
cult to beat them here. But the West Indies are ready for
an upset,” he said.  The Windies preparations were dealt
a blow with the announcement that Andre Fletcher,
whose unbeaten 84 fired his team to victory over Sri
Lanka, had been ruled out the rest of the tournament
with a hamstring injury.  Fletcher has been replaced by
Lendl Simmons, who gets a second chance to take part
having been originally named in the squad but having
to withdraw on the eve of the tournament with a bad
back. — AFP 

Clash of titans: Kohli vs Gayle in T20 semis

MUMBAI:  India’s Virat Kohli plays a shot during a train-
ing session at The Wankhede Cricket Stadium. —AP

MOHALI: This file photograph taken on March 27, 2016, shows India’s Yuvraj Singh as he grimaces in pain during
the World T20 cricket tournament match between India and Australia at The Punjab Cricket Stadium Association
Stadium.— AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s under-fire captain Shahid Afridi
yesterday issued a video message to supporters apologiz-
ing for his team’s early exit from the World Twenty20, but
remained silent on his future following calls for him to
retire.

Afridi, nicknamed “Boom Boom” for his fierce hitting,
has suffered a drop in form over the past two years and he
was unable to steer Pakistan through the group stages of
the tournament in India. The 36-year-old has been expect-
ed to make an announcement on his future this week, but
instead he took to Facebook and Twitter to issue a one-
minute apology to the cricket-mad country.

Pointing to the star on his Pakistan jersey, he said: “For
this star, and these colors, when I come to a ground, I carry
the weight of my people’s hopes with me.  “Today, I, Shahid
Afridi, apologize to the whole nation for not being able to
fulfill the hopes of myself and my team.” The 2009 champi-
ons have been widely criticized by fans for a lackluster per-
formance at the World T20 with just one victory, against
underperforming Bangladesh, and big losses to India, New
Zealand and Australia.

Like Afridi, head coach Waqar Younis is also under
intense scrutiny and he offered to resign while offering his
own apology at a press conference on Tuesday. Afridi’s
video met with a mostly positive response by fans posting
on his Facebook page. 

“Great cricketer Boom boom Afridi ..I am Indian ..but I
like Afridi as sportsman..come on guys support them be
with your team,” said user Narayan Kawade. Afridi has been
a fan favorite since he burst on the scene in 1996, striking a
37-ball century against Sri Lanka in only his second match
to set a world record that was unbeaten for 17 years. He
became known as a bowling all-rounder in the second half
of his career and was instrumental in Pakistan’s early suc-
cesses in Twenty20, including their 2009 victory. — AFP 
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MOHALI:  Pakistan’s captain Shahid Afridi walks from
the field after being dismissed during the World T20
cricket tournament match between Australia and
Pakistan at The Punjab Cricket Stadium Association
Stadium. — AFP 

MUMBAI: World Twenty20 hosts India will be missing
Yuvraj Singh for the rest of the tournament after the all-
rounder was ruled out with an ankle injury and replaced by
middle order batsman Manish Pandey yesterday. Yuvraj,
who played a crucial role in India’s triumph in the inaugural
edition of the tournament in 2007, twisted his ankle while
batting during Sunday’s six-wicket victory over Australia
that secured India’s place in the last four. “It will have an
impact, because he has had his moments,” India team
director Ravi Shastri said of Yuvraj, who also won the player
of the tournament award in the team’s 2011 50-overs
World Cup success at home. “I thought his three overs were
brilliant in the last game, that put the check and brakes on
the scoring and allowed us to come back into the contest.
“Unfortunately, it is an injury that happened during the

game, when he was taking off and did his ankle a bit and I
believe it is a minor tear. We will miss him.”

Pandey, 26, will fancy his chances of playing when India
take on 2012 champions West Indies in the second semi-
final at the Wankhede Stadium on Thursday, although
Ajinkya Rahane will also stake his claim for a place in the
starting side. Pandey, the first batsman from his country to
smash a century in the Indian Premier League (IPL)
Twenty20 competition, has played only four one-day inter-
nationals and a couple of T20 internationals. “We have not
decided yet, Manish has just joined the party yesterday,”
Shastri said, adding that they will also have to consider
Yuvraj’s bowling duties. “We will take a look at everything in
the nets and then see what will be out best options for
tomorrow.” —Reuters 
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NEW DELHI: Captain Meg Lanning’s
aggressive half century helped hold-
ers Australia reach their fourth con-
secutive women’s World Twenty20
final yesterday after beating tradition-
al rivals England by five runs in the
first semi-final.

Put in to bat on a hot sunny after-
noon in New Delhi, Australia posted a
competitive 132 for six after Lanning’s
50-ball 55 before their bowlers then
restricted England to 127 for seven.
Openers Alyssa Healy and Elyse Villani
laid a decent platform for Lanning to
build on as England bowlers found it
hard to contain the steady flow of
boundaries.

Healy (25) and Villani (19) played
useful cameos but their departure
slowed the Aussie charge at the Feroz
Shah Kotla stadium.  Lanning then
took control, starting off cautiously
and then changing gear to give the
England bowlers a hard time. Lanning,
who led Australia to World T20 glory
in 2014, registered her eighth T20 fifty
as she hit six boundaries.

England tried to claw their way
back into the game with some sharp
fielding, including two run-outs from
direct hits in the outfield. Natalie
Sciver had Alex Blackwell trudging
back to the dugout after hitting the
stumps from deep midwicket, while
another direct hit from long-on saw
the back of Lanning.

England’s reply got off to a healthy
start as skipper Charlotte Edwards and
Tammy Beaumont put on a 67-run
opening stand. Australia however
kept their cool, and made the break-
through when leg-spinner Kristen
Beams took the prized wicket of
Edwards (31).

Beaumont (32) hung around for a
while before falling to medium-pacer
Megan Schutt in the 14th overs as the
wheels started to come off the
England chase. Wicktkeeper-

batswoman Sarah Taylor did try to
inject life into the chase but her depar-
ture for 21 was a major blow to
England’s chances of repeating their
2009 title-winning performance.
Down the order, Katherine Brunt did
hit a boundary and a six to raise some
hopes but Schutt got her cleaned up
to shut the doors on England. Australia
will meet the winner of the second
semi-final between West Indies and
New Zealand in the title showdown in
Kolkata on Sunday. — AFP 
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NEW DELHI: England’s wicket keeper Sarah Taylor watches Australia’s Meg
Lanning (R) play a shot during the World T20 women cricket tournament
semi-final match between Australia and England at Feroz Shah Kotla crick-
et ground. — AFP 

Women seek

World T20 boost

in equality battle
NEW DELHI: From poor pay to lack of training grounds and
media coverage, and even sexual harassment, women crick-
eters have long faced inequality in a multi-billion dollar sport
dominated by men. Australia beat England in the Women’s
World Twenty20 semi-finals in Delhi yesterday, and New
Zealand play the West Indies in Mumbai today.

With both semi-finals and Sunday’s final in Kolkata immedi-
ately preceding the men’s equivalents at the same grounds,
players are hoping that success in the tournament-and in
front of a global TV audience-can inch them further towards
parity.

“We are hoping to win and hoping that will kick start more
interest in the women’s team. So watch this space,” said New
Zealand captain Suzie Bates who has racked up 171 runs at
the tournament in cricket-mad India. “It’s about changing peo-
ple’s attitudes and getting the message across,” the veteran of
World T20s said of the struggles facing the women.

Cricketers say the sport has come a long way since the
1970s when women started playing professionally, and they
have fought hard to have access to decent grounds on which
to practise, funds for equipment and qualified coaches. The
International Cricket Council’s 2005 order for men’s and
women’s national governing bodies to merge was hailed by
many in the sport as a chance for the women to flourish. 

But in India they were left to languish, with the all-power-
ful Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) reluctant to pro-
mote or develop their game or organize frequent internation-
al tours, according to Indian sports journalist Neeru Bhatia. “It
was really pathetic at one point,” Bhatia, The Week magazine’s
correspondent, said, adding the BCCI started making amends,
including introducing contracts, after a recent change in lead-
ership.  In New Zealand and neighboring Australia, Bates said
she has noticed a shift in attitudes in recent years towards
“what the men get the women get too”.

Sexual harassment 
For the first time at this tournament, for example, the White

Ferns have single rooms, rather than sharing with teammates
to save costs. But their request for business-class seats was
refused for their 17-hour flight from New Zealand to Dubai, a
luxury given to the men. In Sri Lanka, the team are trying to
put a sexual harassment scandal behind them that skipper
Shashikala Siriwardena conceded had damaged their interna-
tional image.

Sri Lankan cricket sacked three officials last year following
allegations that women from the national team were being
asked to perform sexual favours to keep their places. “Step by
step, they (the cricket board) have solved it. It’s a good start
for women’s cricket,” Siriwardena said.  “Lots of officials are
new after those problems we had in the last two years. Other
countries were asking about it. It was damaging for our
image.”  

In Pakistan, women reportedly raised similar allegations
about selectors from a city club two years ago, prompting an
investigation by the national cricket board. For many, playing
professional cricket is tough financially, compared to the men
who can earn six figures signing up for glitzy tournaments
such as the Indian Premier League.  Bates tells of women
being forced to choose between their jobs and cricket with
New Zealand paying a NZ$12,000 (8,000 US dollars) annual
retainer for its top players.

‘Difficult to stomach’ 
She said she was appalled by the Indian Wells tennis chief’s

comments this month that women players owed their success
to men, which ignited a furious gender row in the sport. “I
found that difficult to stomach, as I think many women would,”
she said, saying women would shine brighter if they were giv-
en the same opportunities as men.

But she points to the huge success of the recent inaugural
Big Bash T20 league, played in Australia prior to the men’s
tournament of the same name, as evidence of progress. The
lucrative competition, featuring the world’s top players,
attracted solid television audiences and match attendances.
And a similar Women’s Cricket Super League is set to take off
in England later this year.  “I think women’s cricket is definitely
building and I think it’s come so long (far) in such a short
amount of time,” Australian pace bowler Holly Ferling said.
Bangladesh captain Jahanara Alam said TV coverage of her
side’s matches would boost public support and perhaps
attract much-needed sponsors in her impoverished country,
whose male players, in comparison, are feted like rock stars.
“Even though, we have a good side we are not getting the
kind of support we deserve. We are not complaining but it’s
not enough,” Alam said. “(But) I’m sure the day will come, it’s
not very far, when we will be treated equally.” —AFP 

MUMBAI: West Indies’ cricketer Chris Gayle bats during
a practice session ahead of their ICC Twenty20 2016
Cricket World Cup semi-final match against India. —AP


