
BERLIN: Despite his goal-scoring performance in Germany’s thumping win
over Italy, Mario Goetze was left fuming by stinging criticism over his fitness
and form from an ex-international on live television. The 23-year-old Goetze
scored Germany’s second goal against Italy in Munich on Tuesday to brush
off a frustrating injury-riddled season on the bench at Bayern Munich, where
he has only made four league starts under Pep Guardiola this season. 

His goal in Munich capped an impressive all-round display in the 4-1 win
as die Mannschaft bounced back from throwing away a two-goal
lead in Saturday’s 3-2 defeat to England. But Goetze was left
fuming when German TV pundit Mehmet Scholl said Goetze
needs “a helping hand to nudge him along” and “must work
much, much harder” on his fitness after five months out with a
groin strain. “He said that? How did he come to that conclu-
sion? Does he come to (Bayern’s) training? Or did he just say
that?” fumed Goetze. “If he sees it that way, I will take it to heart.
I believe that I train enough.” Scholl’s comments that Goetze
needs a ‘helping hand’ is a thinly-veiled reference to reports
that Liverpool are set to swoop to reunite the disgrun-
tled — AFP  
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SYDNEY: Left-arm fast bowler Mitchell Starc was included
yesterday in Australia’s one-day international tri-series
squad to face the West Indies and South Africa in the
Caribbean in June, while bit-hitting Travis Head also earned
a call-up.

Starc, 26, has been out of action since fracturing his foot
in last November’s historic day-night Test in Adelaide
against New Zealand and undergoing ankle surgery. But he
has now regained fitness and leads an impressive pace
attack which also features Josh Hazlewood, Nathan Coulter-
Nile and John Hastings.

“Mitchell has progressed very well in his rehab and the
medical staff are confident he will be fit to play in this
series,” chairman of selectors Rod Marsh said. “It is extreme-
ly pleasing to have a bowler of his calibre back in the side.”
Test off-spinner Nathan Lyon, overlooked for the World T20,
has been given another chance to shine in the limited-
overs format after being included alongside leg-spinner
Adam Zampa.— AFP 

Australia’s Starc back 
for upcoming series

VALENCIA: Gary Neville has been sacked as coach of Valencia after just over
four months in charge, the struggling Spanish club confirmed yesterday.
“Valencia Football Club have today parted company with Gary Neville as Head
Coach,” Valencia said in a statement published in English on their website. “After
careful consideration, the Club have decided to make a change with the best
interests of the Valencia CF moving forward this season. We thank Gary for his
work at Valencia and wish him the best in the future.”

Pako Ayestaran, previously an assistant coach at the Mestalla, has been
appointed as Neville’s replacement until the end of the season,

Valencia added. “I would like to thank Valencia Football Club, the
fans, staff and the players,” Neville said in a statement. “I would have
liked to have continued the work I started but understand that we
are in a results business and in the 28 games (W10, D7, L11) they

have not been to my standards or to those which are required by this
club.” Neville, who had been combining the job with his role as

part of the England coaching team, leaves with Valencia lan-
guishing in 14th place in La Liga, six points clear of the rele-
gation zone with eight games remaining.—AFP 
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Alsalam mentally challenged basketball
team was crowned champions after beating Al-
Ittihad 23-13 in the final match Tuesday evening
during the second local handicapped champi-
onship. Al-Taawon finished in third place after
defeating Shuhada 23-19.

Abdallah Al-Haddan won first place in the
epee fencing competition, followed by Faisal Al-
Kandary in second and Atel Al-Dousaryy in third.
Meanwhile in the junior category, Fahad Al-
Bastaki came first, defeating Suleiman Al-Tamimi
and Sanad Al-Bouloushi.

Al-Haddad continued his winning streak by
taking first place in the flores fencing while

Mousa Al-Ajmi was second and Faisal Al-Kandari
third. Meanwhile the junior category for the same
weapon category saw Suleiman Al-Tamimi
crowned champion while Sanad Al-Beloushi and
Abdallh Al-Duraie came in second and third
respectively. The bocce games saw Mohammad
Al-Mutairi crowned champion in the BC1 catego-
ry, defeating  Shareefa Muhareb while Fahad Al-
Babtain ended in third place while the BC2 cate-
gory was won by Emad Al-Najdi with Shireen Al-
Shaheen second and Hani Hussein third. Ayesha
Al-Hashash won the BC3 category followed by
Athari Al-Muthairi. In the NC4 Amani Isamil was
first, Mashael Al-Ajmi second and Tahani Ismail
third.

Kuwait Handicapped Sports Club Honorary

President Al-Sheikha Sheikha Al-Abdallah Al-
Sabah lauded the high technical level of the sec-
ond championship, and the fantastic skills of ath-
letes in the three competitions. She said that
these tournaments have a role in improving the
players’ levels in all departments. She called upon
fans to go to the club and encourage athletes in
the upcoming tournaments.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Board of KHSC
Shafi Al-Hajiri said the tournament is the best
way to prepare athletes for foreign champi-
onships the club plans to attend. Al-Hajiri appre-
ciated the role of Information Minister, State
Minister for Youth Affairs Salman Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah and PSA Director Genreal
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour for their support.

Alsalam crowned local handicapped champions


