
I N T E R N AT I O N A L

THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2016

NEW DELHI: Flamboyant Indian businessman
Vijay Mallya, who is accused of fleeing to London
this month owing more than a billion dollars to
Indian banks, told India’s top court yesterday that
he would repay over 40 percent of his debts by
September, one of his lawyers said. Mallya, who
has failed to appear for questioning by authori-
ties, made the offer to the Supreme Court and
gave documents to the Indian lenders, said the
lawyer, C.S. Vaidyanathan.

The Press Trust of India news agency reported
that the court gave the banks a week to respond
to Mallya’s proposal. If they decline to accept it,
then he will face prosecution. Mallya has failed to
appear for questioning by India’s Enforcement
Directorate, which has been investigating his
massive debt liability since he left for London ear-
lier this month. On March 9, the Supreme Court
had sought Mallya’s response within two weeks
to pleas by the State Bank of India and other
lenders seeking cancellation of his passport and
his presence in the court.

The opposition Congress party has accused
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government of
letting Mallya fly out of India on March 2 while
he was being pursued by the banks over mas-
sive debts amounting to 9 billion rupees ($1.3
billion). India’s finance minister, Arun Jaitley,
defended Mallya’s exit, saying the banks had
not initiated the legal process to prevent him
from leaving the country by the time he board-
ed a flight out of India.

Mallya was once hailed as India’s version of
Richard Branson for his investments in a brewing

and liquor company, an airline, a Formula One
team and an Indian Premier League cricket club.

His downfall was triggered by the failure of
Kingfisher Airlines, which he launched in 2005.
The Indian government in 2012 suspended the
license of the airline after it failed to pay pilots
and engineers for months. Mallya ceded manage-
ment control of his flagship United Spirits Limited

to global spirits company Diageo. Diageo’s agree-
ment last month to pay $75 million in exchange
for resigning as chairman of USL prompted the
latest legal push by competing creditors, who say
they should have the first claim to that money.
Mallya is famous for his flashy lifestyle and lavish
parties attended by fashion models, Bollywood
movie stars and cricket players. — AP

ISLAMABAD: Islamist protesters gathered
in the Pakistani capital said yesterday they
would not end their days-long sit-in and
were “willing to die”, as armed security
forces readied to clear the camp.

The stand-off, which comes as Pakistan
mourns more than 70 people killed in a
Taleban suicide bombing targeting
Christians celebrating Easter Sunday in
Lahore, underscores deep religious divi-
sions fuelling the Muslim country’s long
battle with extremism.  The protesters-who
numbered some 25,000 at their peak-had
gathered Sunday in support of Mumtaz
Qadri, who was hanged in late February
five years after he assassinated a liberal
Punjab governor over his calls to reform
the country’s blasphemy laws.

They clashed with security forces in
Islamabad before setting up camp outside
key government buildings along the capi-
tal’s main Constitution Avenue. The govern-
ment gave the demonstrators an ultima-
tum to leave late Tuesday, but it went
unheeded, prompting authorities to issue a
second call saying security forces would
begin an operation to clear the area
Wednesday morning.

That deadline, too, passed. Protesters
were calm yesterday as leaders said they
were holding talks that stretched into the
afternoon with authorities. “We won’t move
from this place until and unless all 10
demands are accepted,” said protest leader
Ashraf Asif Jalali.

“Our workers are willing to die. If the
government takes action they will not run
away but face the bullets. They are not
armed with guns but with clubs.” A police
source said more than 7,000 security forces
were poised to clear  the sit-in, including

the paramilitary Rangers and Frontier
Corps with reinforcements from the Punjab
police. Army troops were already standing
guard at government buildings. Analyst
Hasan Askari said authorities were hesitant
to act due to “both indecisiveness and cau-
tion”, saying the government “does not
want to offend religious circles due to polit-
ical considerations”.

Qadri’s legacy 
Hailed as a hero by right-wing religious

groups when he murdered Punjab gover-
nor Salmaan Taseer, the demonstrators
have demanded that Qadri be named a
“martyr” and called for the execution of
Asia Bibi, a Christian mother of five convict-
ed of blasphemy. Pakistan has 17 people
on death row for blasphemy including Bibi,
but has not executed anyone yet. The pro-
testers have also demanded the imposition
of Sharia law. The government has so far
rejected their demands.

Qadri ’s hanging, hailed as a “key
moment” by analysts in Pakistan’s war on
religious extremism, has become a flash-
point for the deep divisions in the conser-
vative Muslim country. His funeral earlier
this month drew tens of thousands in an
extremist show of force that alarmed mod-
erate Muslims, while the call to hang Bibi
along with the Easter attack in Lahore has
underscored a growing sense of insecurity
for Pakistan’s minorities.

Yesterday the death toll from the Lahore
bombing climbed again to 74.  Dozens
more remain in hospital, seven of them crit-
ical, medical staff told AFP.  “It’s a sense of
great grief, sorrow and fear,” Shamoon Gill,
spokesman for the All Pakistan Minorities
Alliance, said. —AFP
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to end Islamabad sit-in

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani supporters of convicted murderer Mumtaz Qadri gather dur-
ing an anti-government protest in front of the parliament building in Islamabad
yesterday. — AFP
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Businessman to repay 40% of debts by September

NEW DELHI: Indian business tycoon and owner of Kingfisher Airlines Vijay Mallya gets into his
car outside the Parliament in New Delhi. Mallya told India’s top court yesterday he would repay
over 40 percent of his debts by September, one of his lawyers said. — AP

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan: A late night gunbat-
tle with the Taleban killed at least 15 members of
the Afghan security forces in the volatile south-
ern Uruzgan province, an official said yesterday.
The fighting took place late Tuesday during an
operation to reopen an important highway in
the province, said Mohammad Nabi Niazo, the
Dihrawud district police chief. Taliban gunmen
had blocked the highway between Dihrawud
and the provincial capital, Tarin Kot, for almost
four days, he said.

Following the deadly firefight, Afghan forces
have retaken control of the road, Niazo said.  Eight
members of the security forces were wounded dur-
ing the operation. However, Taleban spokesman
Qari Yousaf Ahmadi told The Associated Press that
the battle for control of the highway is still going
on. The insurgents often exaggerate their battle-
field prowess. Niazo had no information of any
insurgent casualties during the battle. The Taleban

have in recent months stepped up their attacks in
Uruzgan and neighboring provinces in the south,
including the Taleban heartland of Helmand where
much of the world’s illicit opium is produced. The
crop, along with other contraband, funds the insur-
gency, now in its fifteenth year. In Zabul province
yesterday, two children were killed in an explosion
behind the police headquarters in Qalat, the provin-
cial capital, said Asadullah Kakar, a member of the
provincial council. Another civilian was wounded in
the blast, he said, adding that the target was
unclear and the incident is under investigation.

No group immediately claimed responsibility for
the attack. Roadside bombs, planted by insurgents,
are a major threat for both Afghan security forces
and civilians across the country.

In northern Balkh province, fighting yesterday
killed two police officers and eight militants in
Charhar Bolak district, on the western border of the
province, said Gen. Abdul Razaq Qaderi, Balkh’s

deputy police chief. “Around 100 Taleban insur-
gents, including foreign fighters, attacked police
check points,” Qaderi said. “The Taleban were
pushed back after reinforcements arrived and right
now the battle is going on in neighboring Jawzjan
province.” The Taleban did not immediately com-
ment on the Balkh report. 

US F-16 crashes 
A US F-16 warplane crashed Tuesday while tak-

ing off from Bagram airfield in Afghanistan, an offi-
cial said. The pilot ejected safely. Pentagon press
secretary Peter Cook said the fighter from the 455th
Air Expeditionary Wing crashed around 8:30 pm
(1630 GMT). “Coalition forces are securing the crash
site. The cause of this accident will be investigated,”
Cook said. The Taleban said their fighters shot down
the jet, claiming that all on board had been killed.
The insurgent group is well known for exaggerating
battlefield claims.  — Agencies
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