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DODOMA: Director General of the General of Civil Aviation Yousef Al-Fouzan
and Tanzanian Minister of Works, Transport and Communication Makame
Mbwrawa sign the agreement. —  KUNA

GENEVA: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
hailed Kuwait’s efforts to provide financial
support for Syrian refugees, in cooperation
with Germany and the UK. In a speech at the
UN’s first conference for the resettlement of
Syrian refugees held in Geneva yesterday, Ki-
moon noted that Syria-neighboring countries
are facing difficulties in receiving the rising
numbers of refugees.  All countries must
cooperate to face the growing needs of
Syrians living in severe conditions, he added.

The UN chief also said that the interna-
tional organization is exerting huge efforts to
provide the Syrian refugees with decent liv-
ing conditions and grant them proper educa-
tion to achieve their dreams of a bright
future.

The recent donors conference for Syria
held in London last February came with an
important decision to provide refugee-host-
ing countries with funds to enable them to
meet the needs of refugees, he said. The con-
ference also stressed on resettling Syrians in
other countries away from those neighboring
Syria.

Ki-moon further noted that countries have
pledged to provide 187,000 resettlement
opportunity, hoping the number would
increase to receive 480,000 Syrian refugees
(ten percent) currently living in Syria-neigh-
boring countries.

Mankind solidarity
Meanwhile, Kuwait hailed the freshly-

launched international conference aimed at
settling Syrian refugees as an event that
depicts mankind solidarity, free from political,
religious or racial considerations.

Objectives of this international gathering
are in harmony with basic goals of the State
of Kuwait’s foreign policy, bases of which had
been placed by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, said the
permanent Kuwaiti envoy at the UN, ambas-
sador Jamal Al-Ghneim, addressing the con-
vention, organized by the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

The State of Kuwait, since break-out of the
Syrian crisis, has placed all available resources
at the disposal of rallying international sup-
port for humanitarian operations, where its

diplomacy has resulted in several successful
initiatives for relieving the Syrian people,
namely by hosting three international con-
ventions for raising donations, in addition to
the fourth such gathering hosted by London
on February 4th-co-chaired by Kuwait,
Germany, Norway and Britain.

These four conventions resulted with
pledges to allocate $7 billion for the refugees.
Kuwait has so far paid $1.6 billion-with the
lion’s share shifting to the UNHCR, taking $1.5
billion which benefited 3.5 million refugees.

Kuwait through the Arab Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KAFED) con-
tributed with financial allotments for relief
plans in Syria’s neighboring countries, he
said, noting that Kuwait covered all of these
projects.

In the third conference for pledging aid for
the Syrians, Kuwait contributed with $500
million, mostly addressed to the UN agencies
operating in Syria, including $100 million for
refugees in countries around the country.

Hosting countries
Ambassador Ghneim said $20 million had

been earmarked for Jordan for development
projects in regions hosting the refugees. An
identical sum was allotted for Egypt for the
same purpose. KFAED, he added, would grant
Turkey $20 million to minimize social and
economic impact caused by hosting the
refugees. Moreover, KFAED teams are current-
ly present in Turkey, Egypt, Lebanon and
Jordan to discuss plans for securing health
services, education and water for the
refugees. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Filipinos in Kuwait, including Pinoys
from other countries, may vote for their new
country’s leader starting April 9. The presiden-
tial election in the Philippines is slated for May
9, but Overseas Filipinos are given a one month
grace period to cast their votes at their
embassy’s missions. 

Overseas voters are allowed to elect presi-
dent, vice president, senators and a party list
representative. To ensure the success, clean and
orderly Overseas Absentee Voting (OAV) in the
region, Philippine Commission on Elections
(Comelec) Chairman Andres Bautista, super-
vised a three-day training/seminar for the offi-
cers/members who will oversee the voting
process in the Middle East. The event was host-
ed by Kuwait, with the attendance of some offi-
cers/members from other countries including
Lebanon and the United Arab Emirates, and
with the participation of Philippine
Ambassador to Kuwait Renato Pedro Villa,
Philippine Ambassador to Bahrain Alfonso Ver
and Philippine Ambassador to Qatar Wildredo
Santos. The three-day event is held at the Costa
Del Sol Hotel, in Al-Shaab. 

“I thanked the ambassadors of the
Philippines to the Middle East for arranging this
seminar for the Comelec. We are doing this to
familiarize the special board of election inspec-
tors and canvassers, in preparation for 9 April to
9 May Overseas Absentee Voting. The overseas
voters are ahead for about one month, provid-
ed for by law. We would like to encourage
Filipinos to come out and take advantage of the
privileges to select, let their voices be heard in
the upcoming elections. We are happy that
OFWs have a vital role in the Philippine econo-
my and we are grateful for that. The reason why
I am here is that because we want to ensure
clean and orderly elections,” he said. 

Asked if the Comelec is ready for this year’s
conduct of OAV, Baustita stressed under his

leadership, he will do his best and that the proof
will be revealed after the elections. “The recent
Supreme Court decision in the printing of the
voters’ receipts delayed some of our prepara-
tions, we shall overcome. We are hopeful, that
with our partnership with the Department of
Foreign Affairs, we would be able to conduct
credible elections in the foreign posts,” he said.
He noted that all election materials are ready
and many of them has been distributed to for-
eign posts. “Because of the fact that overseas
voters will be one month ahead of our elections
period in Manila, the thermal paper which we
have in the stock room of the Comelec were
already sent to foreign posts. As a matter of fact,
we have them here ready,” he reiterated. 

The day of valor
Every year, April 9 is remembered as the Day

of Valor (Araw ng Kagitingan) and traditionally,
it is an official holiday in the Philippines, will
there be some changes in the election date?
“No, we stick to election dates overseas. As a
matter of fact, it is somehow providential
because the date falls on April 9, the start of
choosing our government officials, we should
really choose the next official with honor and
pride. In foreign post, it is agreed that the
embassy will be opened to voters from April 9
including weekends and holidays until May 9,”
he announced. 

With regards to the sanctity and safety of
ballots of overseas absentee voters, Baustita
explained the voting machine is fully secured
with additional safety features. “As provided by
law Republic Act 8436, as amended by Republic
Act 9369, all the safeguard features written in
the law will be implemented by Comelec for
this year’s elections. We insure that all the stan-
dard operating procedures on OAV will be fol-
lowed, that is exactly the reasons why we are
conducting this seminar here in Kuwait right
now, for them to be aware of the features and
to protect the integrity and sanctity of election

ballots. We are also looking at the electronic
transfer of results, similar to what we are already
implementing in the Philippines for quicker
transmission of results, we are still working on
that,” he noted. 

Hacking of website
In response to queries about defacing of

Comelec website about  three days ago by a
certain hacker calling itself ‘Anonymous
Philippines’,  Bautista pointed out that it was an
unfortunate incident. “Hacking activities by
certain groups can happen to whichever web-
sites, may it be from the CIA, or a certain com-
panies in New York and it happen to private
and some government agencies in the
Philippine and in some countries too.  Comelec
website is a public website, the message sent
by the hacker to us was clear, they want to
make sure that we have an honest and credible
elections, and that all safeguards necessary for
the elections will be implemented. That of
course we vouched that everything mentioned
in the law will be followed. But I want you to
know that website that we are going to use
during Election Day will be different from the
public website already in the Comelec right
now. Different website and different security
features will be used during Election Day,” he
added. 

Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait Renato
Pedro Villa reminded the Filipino public that
the canvassing of vote, (on May 9) will be
opened to poll watchers/representatives of
political parties at the embassy. “We want to
show the transparency of the embassy   on
May 9, we will canvas the vote publicly. In
Kuwait we have 49,000 registered voters. Our
challenge in our post is to be able to encour-
age at least 30-40 percent of the voters. We
want to ask the support of employers to allow
their Filipino workers, if they are registered, to
come out and vote for their government offi-
cials,” he said. 

Filipino overseas vote starts April 9 

Election head ensures credible ‘OAV’s’ for Filipinos

KUWAIT: Philippine Commission on Elections Head Andres Bautista (second from left) addresses the media yesterday at Costa Del Sol Hotel
during 3-day training/seminar for OAV. With him are Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait Renato Pedro Villa, Philippine Ambassador to Bahrain
Alfonso Ver and Philippine Ambassador to Qatar Wildredo Santos. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

AMMAN: The United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
honored Kuwait in recognition of its international humanitari-
an and development efforts and its prominent role in aiding
Syrian refugees. In a ceremony held late Tuesday to celebrate
the program’s 50 anniversary in Amman, Kuwaiti Ambassador
to Jordan Hamad Al-Duaij received an honorary shield. Duaij
expressed his keenness to receive the award, noting Kuwait’s
developmental and humanitarian projects around the world.

Speaking at the event, Jordanian Prime Minister Abdullah
Ensour said that UNDP plays a huge role in supporting coun-
tries to face crisis and achieve development. Meanwhile,
UNDP Resident Representative in Jordan Edward Kallon said
that the program aims to achieve sustainable development in
170 countries. UNDP has been supporting projects in Jordan
for 40 years and is exerting massive efforts to ease the suffer-
ing of Syrian refugees, he added.

Generous support
UNDP officials meanwhile applauded the partnership with

Kuwait in the humanitarian and developmental work field,
and hailed the “generous” support offered by Kuwait to boost
developmental plans in developing countries. Furthermore,
they applauded the wise instructions of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for relieving
people in need and offering aid to developing countries all
over the world.

Kallon described the Kuwaiti support as a “basic pillar” in
continuing to host the Syrian refugees in the Syria’s neighbor-
ing counties. The partnership between Kuwait and the UNDP
is “promising” as the program is keen on cooperating with
Kuwait on that matter, especially regarding the issue of Syrian
refugees in the region. UNDP will soon focus on rehabilitating
the infrastructure of areas hosting the Syrian refugees, and
offering the appropriate environment to youth and society
segments prone to marginalization, besides boosting efforts
to prevent spread of terrorism and violence, he said.

Jordan itself hosts more than 1.4 million Syrians, including
630,000 refugees, from which 107,000 live in camps, while the
others reside in residential areas, he added. This requires a
group work between governmental and non-governmental
organizations to alleviate the negative impact of the Syrian
crisis on the hosting countries, he affirmed.

Remarkable partnership
UNDP country Director Zena Ahmed said “success and

achievements” by the UNDP could not have seen light with-
out the “generous support” from the donors, namely the State
of Kuwait. She expressed pride of the strong ties and remark-
able partnership with Kuwait in serving the cause of Syrian
refugees and alleviating their suffering.

UNDP Program Manager Majida Al-Assaf said this celebra-
tion is shedding light on the UNDP achievements made in
cooperation with its major partners including Kuwait.
Cooperation with UNDP partners resulted in many projects
which contributed to supporting Jordan in hosting the Syrian
refugees since outbreak of the Syrian crisis before around six
years, she said. — KUNA

UNDP honors Kuwait 

DODOMA:Kuwait and Tanzania yes-
terday signed an agreement on avia-
tion services to simplify air travel
between both countries. The agree-
ment was signed by Director General
of the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) Yousef Al-Fouzan and
Tanzanian Minister of Works,
Transport and Communication
Makame Mbwrawa, Kuwait’s embassy
in the East African nation said in a
statement.

Fouzan and Mbwrawa held a press
conference after the signing, in which
both officials described the agree-
ment as a launch pad for further
cooperation. “Increased air travel

would pave the way for more Gulf
tourists and investors to visit
Tanzania,” Mbwrawa noted. Moreover,
Fouzan said that the agreement also
aims to strengthen the commerce
industry in both countries,  as he
underscored Kuwait’s historic ties
with Tanzania.  

The DGCA Director General also
announced that Kuwait Air ways
would soon be launching direct
flights between Kuwait and Tanzania. 

First  Secretar y at the Kuwaiti
embassy in Tanzania Mohammad Al-
Omairy, Diplomatic Attaché Meshaal
Al-Humaidi and a DGCA delegation
attended the proceedings. — KUNA
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