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KUWAIT: Damages are seen at a mosque under construction in Qairawan after the
roof collapsed yesterday, leaving four workers injured.

The scene at a house’s basement in Sabah Al-Nasser after fighters tackled a blaze
there.

By A Saleh and Agencies

KUWAIT: As the ultimatum to evacuate the
Sawaber Residential Complex expires today,
and in light of the government’s looming
plans to demolish the key estate in down-
town Kuwait City, the issue could be heading
towards further complication as a number of
residents still refuse to cooperate with evacu-
ation calls and plan to seek legal action to
keep hold on what they say is rightfully
theirs.

The Ministry of Finance said yesterday that
an announcement for a tender to demolish
the Sawaber complex will be published in the
next issue of the state’s official gazette
‘Kuwait Al-Youm.’ The ministry explained that
the bidding conditions would be set soon
and that the company offering the highest
bid would be authorized to pull down the
complex provided all safety and security
measures are followed. 

Sit-in
This comes amid reports indicating that

around a hundred citizens who still refuse to
evacuate their apartments in the complex,
shedding uncertainty about their fate as of
today. Last week, the government
announced that public services, including
electricity and water would be cut from the
complex after the deadline.

Al-Qabas yesterday quoted a statement by
24 apartment owne who he stressed that
they would not yield to any threats or intimi-
dation attempts, adding that they do possess
proper lawful ownership deeds that prove
their rights. 

Citizen Faisal Ali, one of the owners, criti-
cized what he described as lawmakers’
silence about practices of the finance min-
istry and its state property department,
including ‘threats’ to disconnect power. “The
notices we received from the department are
inhumane though we live in the Center of
Humanity,” he underlined, referring to a term
Kuwait has been coined with by the United

Nations in 2014. He further urged National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem to
‘undo the injustice’ they had been suffering
form.  The owners also threatened to go on
an ‘open strike’ and sue the concerned state
authorities if those threats were put into
practice. 

Notably, the state property department at
the finance ministry had given a grace period
to 24 citizens living at the complex to evict
their apartments by March 31, 2016 and to
get clearances from the Ministry of Electricity
and Water (MEW) to finish their transactions. 

‘Unfair pay’
In a related issue, Bader Al-Weqayyan,

Director of the Public Authority for Housing

Welfare (PAHW) ordered paying the Sawaber
complex eviction committee members KD 30
each for their efforts though they had worked
for three months trying to convince tenants
evict their apartments, Al-Anbaa reported
yesterday quoting sources.

Most members received this news with
frustration, the sources said, noting that they
have been using their own vehicles, going to
the complex on almost daily basis, and had to
deal with rejection from many tenants
because they did not have judicial powers.
“The PAHW has previously rewarded Ministry
of Interior and Ministry of Electricity and
Water with a KD 1,000 reward each for taking
part in other eviction operations,” the sources
argued.

Sawaber evacuation ultimatum expires
today, tenants threaten legal action

KUWAIT: This file photo shows flames and smoke emitting from a building at the Sawaber
Residential Complex in Kuwait City on June 15, 2010. Lingering problems surrounding the
35-year-old complex led the government to evacuate it and proceed with a plan to demol-
ish it. —KUNA

Four injured in
mosque roof collapse

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Four workers were injured when
the roof of a mosque under construction
collapsed yesterday. Firefighters arrived to
the scene located in Qairawan shortly after
the incident was reported. They rescued
the workers and handed them over to para-
medics who transported them to the near-
est medical facility. An investigation was
opened. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs stressed that the
mosque was still under construction, that it
was being built by a donor and that it was
not yet handed over to it.  Ahmed Al-
Qarawi, the Awqaf ministry ’s official
spokesperson and director of its media
department, said on that regard that the
ministry was following up the latest news
about the mosque and that the engineer-
ing affairs department at the mosques’ sec-
tor was asked to prepare a detailed report
about the incident to determine the cause
of the collapse. 

Fugitives caught
Weapons detectives launched a cam-

paign in Kabd area that resulted in the

arrest of a citizen and a bedoon for posses-
sion of drugs and paraphernalia.
Meanwhile, a citizen was arrested with pos-
session of an unlicensed 9mm pistol and
ammunition. Meanwhile, police arrested a
Syrian national wanted for defaulting on a
KD 46,000 payment. Police arrested anoth-
er Syrian national wanted to serve an 11
years in prison sentence over bad cheques.
Furthermore, police found a hyena in an
animal’s pen that was searched during the
campaign. The animal was secured and
transported to Kuwait Zoo, while orders
were given to summon the pen’s owner for
questioning. In another case, Jahra police
arrested three fugitives, bedoons, and
found a shotgun with one of them.

No injuries in fire
A fire broke out in a Sabah Al-Nasser

house yesterday. Firefighters from two dif-
ferent fire stations headed to the scene
after the fire was reported. They discovered
that there was a child and a domestic
helper trapped behind flames in a base-
ment where the fire started. They evacuat-
ed the two before putting out the fire. No
injuries were reported.

KUWAIT: Plans to open a satellite campus for
the University of Massachusetts-Lowell in
Kuwait have been shelved until at least 2017.
Lowell Chancellor Jacqueline Moloney said
that university, which is opening the campus
in Kuwait in collaboration with GUST and US
weapons manufacturer Raytheon, are now
shooting for a September 2017 opening. 

The chancellor has blamed the delay

“changes with the authorities in Kuwait,”
though she did not provide specifics, accord-
ing to a local newspaper report.

The $50 million, seven-year plan would
establish five undergraduate and 11-graduate
degree programs, and supply Raytheon with a
pipeline of talent.  About 1,200 students are
expected to earn degrees in business, educa-
tion, engineering and science.  The coopera-

tion aims to eventually allow Kuwaiti students
to study at the UMass campus and alterna-
tively to bring students and faculty from the
US to Kuwait. 

The agreement helps Raytheon fulfill its
contractual obligation to invest in Kuwait, one
of its customers. In return, the country has
purchased Raytheon’s high-tech weapons. 

— from The Lowell Sun

Delay in plans for US satellite campus

Bedoons
in Calais

FRANCE: Al Jazeera has
reported that there are
approximately 300 stateless
Arabs from Kuwait’s
bedoon population who
are living in the illegal
Calais camp in France. The
men and at least one child
reportedly traveled using
forged documents via Iraq
through Turkey and then
across Europe to reach
Calais. Thousands of illegal
immigrants from Syria, Iraq,
countries in Africa and else-
where have made their way
to Calais in the hopes of
finding a means of sneak-
ing illegally into the United
Kingdom. 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: The appeal court yester-
day adjourned hearing the Abdaly
case until April 13. The court also
decided to hold the next hearing,
where two state security officers
and detectives would testify, behind
closed doors restricting those
attending to lawyers only.
Addressing the court, chairman of
the Egyptian lawyers syndicate and
chairman of the Arab lawyers union,
the defendants’ lawyer, Sameh
Ashour stressed that the wireless
communication devices seized with
his clients were nothing but toys
sold in local markets. The criminal
court had sentenced the first and
the 23rd (Iranian) of the 25 defen-
dants to death, the sixth to lifetime
imprisonment, 15 defendants to 15
years in prison, three defendants to
five years in prison and one defen-
dant to 10 years with labor while it
acquitted the first defendant ’s
brother over charges of espionage
and communicating with Iran and
Hezbollah as well as possessing an
arsenal of explosives and weapons.

Court orders
In other news, the appeals court

yesterday sentenced two brothers

to ten years in prison each over
charges of funding and fighting
with the Islamic State (IS) in Syria.
The two suspects had been sen-
tenced to seven years in prison by
the criminal court. The court also
acquitted ten expatriate and
Kuwaiti doctors of causing the
death of a patient by medical errors.
The court proved that the patient
had died of causes other than the
procedures of the surgery he under-
went. Meanwhile, the misdemeanor
court set April 13 to make its ruling
in a case in which blogger Sara Al-
Derais is accused of blasphemy.   

Students offended
Minister of Education and Higher

Education Dr Bader Al-Essa prom-
ised to investigate an issue pertain-
ing with an educator who reported-
ly offended Kuwaiti students inside
a public school. Photos taken from
Snapchat have went viral recently
on social media allegedly showing
students in a Farwaniya school with
captions that read slanderous
remarks targeting the students. The
footage were said to be uploaded
by an Arab trainee who had been
visiting the school on field training.
These information could not imme-
diately be verified.

New CMA headquarters
Chairman of the capital commit-

tee at the municipal council Dr
Hassan Kamal said that the commit-
tee yesterday approved a request
made to allocate a site to build a
headquarters  for CMA.  The com-
mittee also approved a request
made by MSAL to allocate an area of
435 square meters to build a whole-
sale and supplies branch at Daiya.
Kamal added that other topics on
the meeting’s agenda, such as a pro-
posal to build a financial district,
were postponed. Kamal also
stressed that the committee post-
poned removing violations in public
property (unlicensed cafes and cab-
ins) pending summoning the
municipality ’ emergency team
leader. 

Salwa streets asphalt
Chairman of the Hawally commit-

tee at the municipal council, Yousif
Al-Ghareeb urged relevant state
authorities to immediately re-asphalt
a number of streets in Salwa area
because the asphalt layer had been
damaged by rain. He added that so
many citizens have been complain-
ing about the streets condition not-
ing that this had caused consider-
able damage to their vehicles.   

Abdali appeal case
adjourned to April 13
Minister investigates students ‘slandering’


