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PHILADELPHIA: Pierre-Edouard Bellemare #78 of the Philadelphia Flyers gets off a shot as he is checked by Matt Carle #25 of the Tampa Bay Lightning during the second period at the Wells Fargo Center on Monday  in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. — AFP

ANAHEIM: T.J. Oshie and Nicklas Backstrom
scored in the shootout as the Washington
Capitals stopped the Anaheim Ducks’ franchise-
best winning streak at 11 games with 2-1 victo-
ry Monday night in a meeting of regular-season
heavyweights. Andre Burakovsky scored the
tying goal early in the third period for the NHL-
leading Capitals, who also ended Anaheim’s
eight-game home winning streak with their
sixth consecutive victory over the Ducks.
Braden Holtby made 27 saves and stopped two
more shots in the shootout. Oshie atoned for an
overtime penalty with the US Olympic shootout
star’s fourth goal in five shootout attempts this
season, but after Corey Perry scored to keep the
Ducks alive, Backstrom ended it. Ryan Getzlaf
scored on Anaheim’s first shot, and John Gibson
stopped 30 shots.

FLYERS 4, LIGHTNING 2
Shayne Gostisbehere scored twice to lead

the Philadelphia Flyers past Tampa Bay 4-2 on
Monday night and snap the Lightning’s fran-
chise-best nine-game winning streak.
Gostisbehere, Brayden Schenn and Wayne
Simmonds each scored third period goals for

the Flyers. The Flyers have 73 points and moved
within two of idle Detroit for the final wild-card
playoff berth in the Eastern Conference. The
Flyers went 5-1 on their homestand and earned
10 of 12 possible points to key their surge in the
standings. 

There are 17 games left for the Flyers and
two of them are against Detroit. Ondrej Palat
and Vladislav Namestnikov scored for Tampa
Bay in its first loss since February 16 against San
Jose. The Lightning had won six straight on the
road. Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 36 shots for
the Lightning.

BRUINS 5, PANTHERS 4, OT
Lee Stempniak scored his first goal as a Bruin

in overtime as Boston beat Florida 5-4 while
Panthers forward Jaromir Jagr moved into third
on the NHL career points list.  Jagr assisted on
Aleksander Barkov’s goal, passing Gordie Howe
with 1,851 points. 

Bruins coach Claude Julien moved past Art
Ross to become Boston’s career coaching wins
leader with 388 regular-season victories.
Stempniak, acquired from New Jersey at the
trade deadline, also had two assists and Patrice

Bergeron scored twice for the Bruins. Brett
Connolly and David Pastrnak also had goals,
Brad Marchand had two assists and Tuukka Rask
made 47 saves. Jiri Hudler scored twice for the
Panthers. Jussi Jokinen also scored and
Jonathan Huberdeau had two assists. Roberto
Luongo allowed four goals on 16 shots before
being replaced by Al Montoya to start the sec-
ond period. Montoya stopped 15 shots.

SABRES 4, MAPLE LEAFS 3, SO
Sam Reinhart scored in the shootout to help

Buffalo beat Toronto. Jack Eichel and Evander
Kane scored less than 4 minutes apart in the
third period to bring the Sabres back from a 3-1
deficit. It was the 22nd loss in the past 27
games for the league-worst Leafs and fifth
straight one-goal defeat. For Buffalo, the victory
snapped a string of six straight shootout losses.
Rookie Zach Hyman scored his first career NHL
goal for Toronto, and Leo Komarov and Brad
Boyes also scored. Mark Pysyk had the other
Buffalo goal, and Chad Johnson stopped 30 of
33 shots. Garret Sparks made 24 saves for the
Leafs, who remain last in the NHL with 53
points. — AP

Caps end Ducks’ 11-game win streak with 2-1 win

NHL results/standings

Philadelphia 4, Tampa Bay 2; Buffalo 4, Toronto 3 (SO); Boston 5, Florida 4 (OT); Colorado 3,
Arizona 1; San Jose 2, Calgary 1 (OT); Washington 2, Anaheim 1 (SO); Los Angeles 5, Vancouver 1.

Western Conference
Central Division
W L  OTL GF  GA PTS  

Chicago 41 21 5 191 160 87   
Dallas 40 20 7   215 192 87   
St. Louis 38 20 9 170 164 85   
Nashville 33 21 12  181 168 78   
Minnesota 31 26 10  177 169 72   
Colorado 34 30 4 183 195 72   
Winnipeg 27 33 5   169 194 59   

Pacific Division
Anaheim 37 19 9   165 151 83   
Los Angeles 39 22 4   175 149 82   
San Jose 36 23 6 195 174 78   
Vancouver 25 28 12 157 188 62   
Arizona 28 32 6   175 207 62   
Calgary 27 34 5 178 207 59   
Edmonton 26 35 7   167 201 59   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 39 23 4 185 159 82   

Florida 36 21 9   181 161 81   
Boston 37 23 7 207 184 81   
Detroit 32 22 11 164 172 75   
Ottawa 31 29 7 193 208 69   
Montreal 30 30 6   179 185 66   
Buffalo 27 31 9 160 181 63   
Toronto 21 33 11 155 194 53   

Metropolitan Division
Washington 49 13 4 214 151 102  
NY Rangers 38 22 6   188 171 82   
NY Islanders 36 20 7 184 158 79   
Pittsburgh 34 23 8 179 166 76   
Philadelphia 31 23 11 167 174 73   
Carolina 29 26 11 161 178 69   
New Jersey 31 29 7 148 170 69   
Columbus 27 31 8 173 205 62   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point
in the standings and are not included in the loss
column (L).

KUWAIT: Yousef Al-Rubayan, head of the techni-
cal committee of Powerboat Run 2016, said that
the event has been shifted to Saturday, March 12
from Friday, March 11. The change is only in the
date - all other activities remain unchanged.
Asked about the reason for the delay, he said
that the latest weather forecasts were carefully
reviewed by the technical committee, that pro-
posed delaying the event for a day. However, the
workshops will last for three days.

Rubayan said that the safety of participants is
their top priority, as it’s always recommended by
the president of the higher organizing commit-
tee Dr Tarek Al-Kazemi. “We are monitoring the
little details. The event is just like a marine show
for 50 miles with 20 participants in different boat
sizes. Moreover, we are keen on applying safety
procedures. Weather conditions are very impor-
tant factors we should take into consideration,”
he said. Rubayan stated that all participants are
well-acquainted with safety rules, and realized
the importance of the delay, along with various

agencies in the state. “We are very proud of them
all, especially the Kuwaiti youth who are doing
their best to have a successful event,” he said.

Start of Powerboat Run 2016 

rescheduled for Saturday

Yousef Al-Rubayan

TEMPE: Mike Trout had his first homer and first
stolen base of the spring in the Chicago White
Sox’s 9-4 victory over a Los Angeles Angels split
squad on Monday.

Jose Abreu had three hits for the White Sox.
Dioner Navarro had two hits and two RBIs, and
Steve Lombardozzi hit a two-run homer in the
seventh. Trout connected in the third inning
against Chicago starter Erik Johnson, turning
the first pitch into a line drive over the center
field wall. Trout swung at the lowest percentage
of first pitches in the AL last year, but is planning
to add aggression to his formidable talents.

“Mike is going to be aggressive when it’s
there,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “He’s
developing a nice feel, and if it happens to be
on a first pitch, so be it.”

Trout also walked twice in three plate
appearances, improving his on-base percent-
age to .636 in the spring. “He’s in the zone,”
Angels starter Hector Santiago said. “He’s see-
ing the ball well. That ball got out, and he

knew it the second it hit the bat.”

STARTING TIME
White Sox: Johnson gave up four runs on

three hits in three innings. His line was spoiled
some when left fielder Jerry Sands misplayed a
two-run double by Kole Calhoun, but otherwise
looked sharp in his competition to earn the fifth
spot in the White Sox rotation. “I felt great,”
Johnson said. “The ball is definitely exploding out
of my hand. You could tell just  by all the terrible
contact, a lot of weak foul balls. For me, the two
balls they hit really hard were just fastballs up
over the plate. I’m still getting synced up, still real-
ly dialing in and I knew today I wanted to throw a
lot of fastballs and that’s exactly what I did.” 

Angels: Santiago struck out five and yielded
four hits in three solid innings for the Angels.
The former White Sox hurler even threw his
screwball, which he used sparingly during his
2015 All-Star season. “It’s there,” Santiago said of
the screwball. “I threw seven or eight in the

bullpen warming up. It’s definitely an effective
pitch. It has different depth, a different perspec-
tive to it. It’s top to bottom, running away from
a righty or down and in to a lefty. It’s a pitch, no
doubt about it. It’s a matter of how aggressive
our catchers want to be calling it.”

TRAINER’S ROOM
White Sox: 1B Adam LaRoche is close to

returning from back spasms.
Angels: C Taylor Ward, Los Angeles’ top

prospect, was reassigned to minor league camp
along with four other players.

UP NEXT
White Sox: John Danks is expected to start

when Chicago hosts the Milwaukee Brewers at
Camelback Ranch. Angels: Ace Garrett Richards
makes his second start of the spring when they vis-
it the Diamondbacks. Los Angeles’ probable open-
ing day starter gave up two runs in his spring
debut. — AP

Trout homers and steals, but 

White Sox beat Angels 9-4

HONG KONG: Women’s world champion
Ng On-Yee grew up beating the boys in
the smoke-filled snooker halls of Hong
Kong-now she’s challenging for a spot
among the men’s elite on the sport’s
biggest stage.

The bespectacled Ng is training hard
after earning a dream ticket to the quali-
fying tournament for next month’s men’s
world championships in Sheffield,
England. Ng, resplendent in her bow-tie
and waistcoat, is hoping to become the
first woman to reach the main draw by
going one better than England’s Reanne
Evans, who lost in qualifying last year.

Ng shocked Evans in the semi-finals of
last year ’s women’s world champi-
onships, on her way to taking the title
and gaining her invite to Sheffield.

Now she hopes to stake her place
among snooker’s top stars, including
reigning world champion Stuart

Bingham and the colourful Ronnie “The
Rocket” O’Sullivan.

“Playing at the top level, that is a
dream come true for me,” she told AFP in
an interview, adding that her goal is to
become one of the world’s best players,
male or female. “I wish I could be and I’m
now setting the target step-by-step in
getting there,” she said. Ng is coached by
Wayne Griffiths, son of Welsh great Terry
Griffiths who won the world title at
Sheffield’s famous Crucible Theatre in
1979, beating Dennis Taylor in the final.

She spent her early years running
around the snooker hall her parents
managed in the working-class Hong
Kong district of Sham Shui Po, stacked
with high-rise buildings and known for
its bustling street market.

SNAZZY ATTIRE 
Hong Kong’s dimly lit snooker venues,

hidden away from the hustle-bustle of
daily life, are often cast as haunts for
shady characters, and female players are
a rarity.

But Ng always felt at home there and
she was finally inspired to start playing
aged 13, after being wowed by her
father, an amateur player. 

She says she remembers being
entranced by his snazzy snooker attire,
complete with dress shirt, black waist-
coat and bow-tie.

“One day I saw him at a competition
with this uniform, and I loved the uni-
form very much, and I thought I could be
special if I wore the same thing,” Ng said. 

“I requested my father to teach me
how to play and he was delighted,” she
recalled. From then on, snooker became
a big part of Ng’s life and she would
spend five to six hours practising every
day. In one exercise, she had to move the

cue hundreds of times through a small
ring placed on the table to perfect her
stroke. Not many girls frequent Hong
Kong’s snooker halls but her fellow play-
ers were supportive, Ng says, as she cut
her teeth in local contests against male
competitors. “There would be some oth-
er men or boys watching me play, but
they didn’t laugh at me...  they just
encouraged me,” she said.

But it was at her first international
tournament, the 2006 women’s world
championships in Jordan, that Ng was
inspired to take snooker even further.

“I wished I could be like them, who
can travel around the world for snooker
tournaments,” she remembered.

‘AWESOME OPPORTUNITY’ 
Fast forward 10 years, and Ng has giv-

en up her studies to play full-time-with
impressive results.

Now Ng will break new ground as the
first Asian woman to tackle qualifying at
the men’s world championships, as she
bids to become the only female player to
reach the main draw.

“It would be an awesome opportunity
to learn more as I wonder what really cre-
ates a gap between the man and the
ladies,” said Ng of her upcoming trip.

Griffiths, her coach, cautioned: “To
reach the pinnacle of the men’s game is
still a massive step.”

But he added: “If she can qualify for
the men’s tour and remain there for at
least two years then anything could be
possible.” Ng, who will also be defending
her women’s world title in Britain this
month, is aiming to reach the heights of
snooker-but is patient about getting
there. “I still have a long way to go,” she
said. “For me I just play snooker because I
love it and enjoy the game.” — AFP

Tipped for the top - HK women’s ace looks to break men’s elite


