
LANSING: Front-runner Donald Trump’s staying
power with white, working-class voters is tested in
Michigan, the first industrial state primary in the
four-man race for the Republican nominating con-
test. The brash New York billionaire has appealed
to those voters by opposing international trade
deals and supporting a wall along the US-Mexico
border to keep out immigrants who are seen as
competitors for jobs in the industrial economy. 

With an eye on the November general election,
Trump contends he can put Midwestern,
Democratic-leaning industrial states such as
Michigan and Wisconsin in play for Republicans.
The Republican party is in near-civil war after
Trump came from nowhere last summer but now
holds first place over ultra-conservative Texas Sen.
Ted Cruz, one-time tea-party favorite and Florida
Sen Marco Rubio and the more moderate Ohio Gov
John Kasich.

Trump leads with 384 delegates, followed by
Cruz with 300, Rubio with 151 and Kasich with 37.
Winning the Republican nomination requires 1,237
delegates. Trump yesterday defended a gesture he
makes at his rallies in which he raises his right hand
in a salute that has been compared by some to the
Nazi salute.

Speaking to NBC, Trump called the accusations
“ridiculous” and said his supporters call on him to

make a gesture as if he’s swearing in for the presi-
dency. “I didn’t know it was a problem,” Trump said.
“Sometimes we’ll do it for fun.” Mississippi, Idaho
and Hawaii are also holding Republican contests.
Democrats Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders face
off in Michigan and Mississippi.

High-stakes primaries
Slotted between last week’s high-profile Super

Tuesday contests and high-stakes primaries next
week in Florida and Ohio, the votes are unlikely to
dramatically reshape either party’s primaries. But
150 Republican and 179 Democratic delegates to
the parties’ national nominating conventions are
still at stake.

Unless Kasich and Rubio can win in their home
states next week, the Republican primary cam-
paign likely becomes a two-person race between
Trump and Cruz, who has publicly criticized party
leaders. After winning six states, Cruz is arguing
he’s the only candidate standing between Trump
and the Republican nomination.

Cruz on Monday said the current vacancy on
the Supreme Court means Republicans can’t take a
chance on Trump, who is frequently labeled as a
closet liberal. “He’s been supporting left-wing
politicians for 40 years,” Cruz said. More main-
stream Republicans have cast both Trump and Cruz

as unelectable in a November contest. But they’re
quickly running out of options to stop their
momentum and are increasingly considering long-
shot ideas such as a contested convention or a yet-
to-be-determined third-party candidate.

Clinton, meanwhile, appears to be on a steady
path to the Democratic nomination. The former
secretary of state and first lady has steadily grown
her lead over Sanders, who has struggled to broad-
en his appeal beyond a loyal following of younger
voters and liberals. Clinton’s surge led former New
York Mayor Michael Bloomberg to announce
Monday that he will not run for president as an
independent candidate, which would have shaken
this year’s already extraordinarily unpredictable
presidential campaign.

Michigan’s results will offer clues about whether
Sanders is making any progress in the overwhelm-
ing support that Clinton has enjoyed from black
voters. Trying to make a stand in Michigan, Sanders
has accused Clinton of being disingenuous when
she said he opposed the auto bailout that rescued
carmakers General Motors and Chrysler during the
Great Recession. The 2008-2009 bailout by presi-
dents George W Bush and Barack Obama remains
popular in Michigan, the home of the US auto
industry, and has been credited with preserving
the Midwest’s manufacturing base. — AP 

Michigan primary will test Trump’s 

support with white, working class

Trump defends Nazi-like salute at rally 

CONCORD: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump encourages supporters to pledge their votes at a campaign rally. — AFP 
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TORONTO: Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (left) answers questions from The
Huffington Post’s global editorial during a global town hall hosted by The
Huffington Post Canada. — AP

OTTAWA: Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau will bring panache and progressivism
on his first official visit to Washington, where he
and his wife will be guests of honor at a White
House state dinner tomorrow.

“There’s a buzz in Washington,” said Matt
Browne, a senior fellow at the Center for
American Progress think tank in the US capital.
“People are really very excited to be around him,
speaking with him and learning more about his
vision.” Trudeau will be the first Canadian leader
to be feted in Washington in almost two
decades.

Over the coming days there will be cocktail
parties, toasts with champagne, music and
celebrities, a wreath-laying at Arlington
Cemetery, a Q&A with students, speeches, and
more. As well, the trip presents an opportunity
to reset the Canada-US relationship strained
under previous administrations.

“It will be refreshing to have some inspira-
tional and issues-based politics rather than bick-
ering,” said Browne, contrasting Trudeau’s push
for diversity, inclusiveness and a progressive
economic agenda with recent US presidential
debates in which Donald Trump refuted dis-
paraging accusations about his “small hands”
and genitals.

“(Railing) against intolerance and politics of
fear and division and ideas such as the need for
the state to invest in infrastructure and job cre-
ation, it’s all part of a new progressive agenda
that Trudeau is leading, and there’s a lot of inter-
est in his vision,” said Browne. But don’t expect
the Canadian prime minister to hog the spot-
light. “There’s a keen interest in Sophie too,” he
observed, referring to Trudeau’s wife, the televi-
sion host Sophie Gregoire.

Trudeau, 44, and Gregoire, 40, were featured
on the cover of Vogue magazine’s December
issue, while The New York Times and The
Washington Post recently published flattering

portraits of the prime minister. “Clearly the
Trudeaus are a glamour couple, perhaps like the
Kennedys, and that adds to the mystique and
the buzz around town,” Browne said.

‘Pay attention’ 
The Trudeaus will be officially welcomed by

US President Barack Obama and First Lady
Michelle at a ceremony on the White House
South Lawn tomorrow morning, followed by a
luncheon hosted by Secretary of State John
Kerry and finally the big event-a state dinner
that evening (followed by an after party at a
swank hotel).

Between courses, Trudeau and Obama are
expected to firm up new bilateral agreements
on trade and the environment, which are to be
announced during the visit. Ahead of the trip,
Canadian public safety and environment minis-
ters have been talking up proposals for tighter
fuel emissions standards, promoting greater use
of electric cars, regulating upstream oil and gas
emissions, sharing border exit and entry records,
and expanding US customs preclearance at
more Canadian airports.

Following the September 11, 2001 attacks in
the United States, travel across the world’s
longest border has been bogged down by secu-
rity measures.  According to government fig-
ures, the number of cars and truck crossings
plunged from 97 million in 2000 to 65 million in
2014. But far more than that, the 120-seat state
dinner is a chance to schmooze with shakers
and movers.

“It’s not just fun,” Canadian Senator Art
Eggleton, who attended a 1997 state dinner at
the White House as trade minister with then
prime minister Jean Chretien said. “It’s an oppor-
tunity to get to know each other and build rela-
tionships,” he said. “The United States is our clos-
est ally and neighbor and by far our biggest
trading partner so building relationships is very
important.” — AFP 
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