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LOS ANGELES: Red Sox pitcher Clay Buchholz spit some
chew into a bottle at his locker, then dipped into the lat-
est notice from baseball. Big leaguers are now getting a
written reminder that smokeless tobacco is banned at
stadiums in Boston, San Francisco and Los Angeles. One-
page letters are being put in clubhouse stalls throughout
spring training, where there is no prohibition. The notes
come jointly from Major League Baseball and the players’
union.  So, will Buchholz quit?

“That’ll probably happen,” he said. “If you get repri-
manded for something, there comes a time where you’re
tired of paying fines for something you don’t have to do
or doesn’t make you any better.” “You’ve got to obey the
rules or there’s consequences to it. We’ll probably learn
more about that when we get up North,” he said at camp
in Fort Myers, Florida.  Washington Nationals manager
Dusty Baker was a big dipper for a long time. He’s cut
back over the years, but still might pop in a pinch when
games get tight.  “It’s a bad influence for the kids. Big
time. I’ll say that. But also they’re adults, too, at the same
time,” Baker said.

“We’ll see,” he said. “My daughter used to put water in
my can and put it back in my truck. Or my son, he has lip
check - ‘Get it out, Dad!’” Local laws will prohibit the use of
all tobacco products at Fenway Park, Dodger Stadium and
AT&T Park this year, meaning players, team personnel,
umpires and fans. The letter advises the same ban will
take effect at every California ballpark in December.
“Major league players are citizens,” Commissioner Rob
Manfred said last week in Arizona. “Municipalities pass
laws. We expect that our players will comply with those
laws.” Said new Dodgers manager Dave Roberts: “I sup-
port it.” “I think that the intentions are there, and there’s
obviously going to be some resistance with players,” he
said.

“Like it or not, players are role models, and we have a
platform as coaches and players. So if that’s the law, then
we definitely support it,” he said. Similar legislation has
been proposed in New York City, and both the Mets and
Yankees say they back such a ban at their parks. In
Toronto, a city legislator said Monday that he plans to
pursue a ban that would cover the Blue Jays’ stadium. The
letter being distributed to players on 40-man rosters and
teams this spring says: “Please note that these are city
ordinances and not rules established by Major League
Baseball. However, the commissioner’s office will be mon-
itoring players and club personnel for compliance with
the regulations.”

Smokeless tobacco isn’t permitted throughout the
minor leagues. There is no ban on dipping in the majors,
and the issue is certain to be discussed in upcoming labor
talks between MLB and the union on the contract that
expires Dec 1. Going back more than a century, even
before Bull Durham tobacco signs were plastered all over
outfield walls, baseball was filled with pictures of players
with a chaw in their cheek.  Buchholz did take a break, for
a while. “I stopped in the offseason and baseball, it goes
along with the territory for me,” he said. “It’s not a good
habit.”

Over the years, in collective bargaining, MLB and the
union have tried to lower that profile.  Players, managers
and coaches now can’t stick tobacco tins, cans or pouches
in their pockets when they’re on the field or in plain sight
of fans. No wads stuck in the mouth during TV interviews,
either. In their letter, MLB and the union said it would pro-
vide “nicotine replacement therapy products to those
players who wish to use them as substitutes. A shipment
of various products including lozenges, gum, and patches
will be sent to each club free of charge in spring training,
and throughout the 2016 season.”

The letter included a reminder that Dr Michael
Steinberg, director of the Rutgers University tobacco
dependence program, had previously been hired as a
consultant to help players develop a treatment plan, if
they wanted. Toronto Blue Jays manager John Gibbons
applauded the effort to cut down on chaw. He quit a cou-
ple years ago after Hall of Famer Tony Gwynn - a career-
long dipper - died at 54 of salivary gland cancer. “I was a
tobacco user for a lot of years. I’m not proud of that. I
finally was able to quit. It’s a dirty, filthy habit,” he said. “I
wouldn’t want my kids doing it. You hope in some way,
they can eliminate it and wipe it out. I’m sure there will be
some fights over that, especially in this election year. I’m
sure that’ll be brought up. But, hey, if you can get rid of it,
I’m all for that,” he said.-—AP 

LAUSANNE: In a major change in the handling of positive
drug tests at the Olympics, the IOC is set to remove itself from
the process and have a group of independent sports arbitra-
tors rule on doping cases during the games in Rio de Janeiro,
officials familiar with the plans said. The change is expected to
be approved by the International Olympic Committee’s execu-
tive board on Tuesday, three officials told the AP. They spoke
on condition of anonymity because the plan had not yet been
formally adopted.

The move is intended to make the prosecution of doping
cases more independent by taking it away from the IOC and
putting it in the hands of a special panel of the Court of
Arbitration for Sport.  Under current rules, doping cases dur-
ing the Olympics are dealt with by a special IOC disciplinary
panel appointed by the IOC president. The panel schedules
hearings with athletes who test positive and decides on sanc-
tions. Most athletes who test positive during the Olympics are
disqualified, expelled from the games and stripped of any
medals.  

Under the new proposal, positive cases would go directly
to a small group of specially-appointed CAS arbitrators on site.
They would hold hearings and issue rulings without IOC
involvement. Any appeal against the arbitrators’ decision
would be heard by a separate CAS division, which already
handles eligibility and other disputes at the Olympics. CAS is a
Swiss-based body created by the IOC that is considered the
highest court in dealing with sports disputes. The change for
the Olympics was studied by CAS and IOC lawyers and came
together quickly. It was being submitted for formal approval
to the IOC’s ruling executive board later.  

The move is part of IOC President Thomas Bach’s efforts to
make drug-testing and sanctioning more credible by remov-
ing any potential conflicts of interest.  Bach has also recom-
mended that, in the future, all doping sanctions be handed
down by CAS, rather than by individual sports bodies.
Olympic leaders agreed last year that drug-testing in general -
not just at the games - should be taken out of the hands of
sports bodies. Bach has proposed that an independent testing
agency under WADA control be put into place before the 2018
Winter Games in Pyeongchang, South Korea. WADA is still
studying the proposal and how to fund it.

“We are convinced that the adoption of these proposals
would lead to a more efficient, more transparent, more
streamlined, more cost efficient, more harmonized anti-dop-
ing system,” Bach said late last year.—AP 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Chairman and board members
of Kuwait Shooting Sport Club were hon-
ored to meet HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday.
President of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Eng Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi
expressed his pleasure during which he
conveyed greetings from all members of
Kuwait Shooting Community. He also
thanked HH the Crown Prince for sup-
porting the hosting of the latest Gulf
championship under his patronage. 

Al-Otaibi congratulated HH the Crown
Prince on the occasion of national days
and his 10 anniversary as Crown Prince.
Meanwhile, HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Fifth
International Shooting Grand Prix will
begin today with the official opening at
the Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic
Shooting Complex, under the patronage
of HH the Amir - and the presence of his
representative Information Minister,
State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh

Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah.

The tournament will witness large
participation as world and Olympic
champions will be among the 350 shoot-
ers from more than 31 countries in the
competition. Chairman of the Higher
Organizing Committee inspected the lat-
est preparations. HH the Amir Grand Prix
is poised to see strong competition. All
participants are looking to win medals, in
this event, which is as important as world
competitions. There will be prize money
approved, in addition to the participa-
tion of world champions.

Meanwhile, Secretary General of Arab
and Kuwait Shooting Federations Obaid
Al-Osaimi welcomed all participating
delegations, adding that the number of
countries and participating shooters
reflects the importance of this Grand Prix
it. He said that HOC decided to double
the prize money for those who hit or
break world records - provided that they
are in the top three places of the compe-
titions. Al-Osaimi lauded the support of
HH the Amir.
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