
BEIJING: The United States, Canada,
Germany, Japan and the European Union
have written to China to express concern over
three new or planned laws, including one on
counterterrorism, in a rare joint bid to pres-
sure Beijing into taking their objections seri-
ously.

The US, Canadian, German and Japanese
ambassadors signed a letter dated Jan. 27
addressed to State Councilor and Minister of
Public Security Guo Shengkun, voicing
unease about the new counterterrorism law,
the draft cyber security law, and a draft law
on management of foreign non-governmen-
tal organizations (NGOs).

In what sources said was a coordinated
move, the ambassador of the European
Union Delegation to China, Hans Dietmar
Schweisgut, sent a letter expressing similar
concerns, dated Jan. 28.

Reuters reviewed copies of both letters.
The cyber security and counterterrorism laws
codify sweeping powers for the government
to combat perceived threats, from wide-
spread censorship to heightened control over
certain technologies.

Critics of the counterterrorism legislation,
for one, say that it could be interpreted in
such a way that even non-violent dissidents
could fall within its definition of terrorism.

The four ambassadors said areas of the
counterterrorism law, which the National
People’s Congress passed in December, were
vague and could create a “climate of uncer-
tainty” among investors. They did not specify
which areas.

The EU ambassador used the same phrase
to describe the law’s impact, and both letters
expressed an interest in engaging with China
as it worked out implementing regulations
around the law, to try to mitigate those con-
cerns.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Hong Lei, asked about the letters, said all
countries were enhancing their efforts to
combat terrorism, and that he hoped other
countries would respect China’s sovereignty.
“The counterterrorism law will not affect rele-
vant businesses’ normal operations and it will
not affect relevant personnel’s legitimate
interests,” he told a daily news briefing, with-
out elaborating.

Guo could not be reached for comment.
China’s State Council Information Office and
Ministry of Public Security did not respond to
requests for comment.

While countries often give feedback on
proposed legislation in China, the rare joint
response by several major powers, and coor-
dination with the EU, signals an increased
readiness to lend weight of numbers to their
argument.

It also points to growing frustration that
the low-key, individual approach taken in the
past may not be working. “While we recog-
nise the need for each country to address its
security concerns, we believe the new legisla-
tive measures have the potential to impede
commerce, stifle innovation, and infringe on
China’s obligation to protect human rights in
accordance with international law,” said a
strongly-worded letter co-signed by the four
ambassadors.

China has defended the new and draft
laws, saying such steps, including heightened
censorship, were necessary to ensure stability
in the country of over 1.3 billion people.

“CLIMATE OF UNCERTAINTY”
The diplomatic push comes as Beijing

arguably needs cooperation from the signa-
tories to the letters more than ever. A slowing
Chinese economy and fragile markets high-
light the importance of foreign investors’ con-
fidence.

Chinese companies are increasingly look-
ing to get approvals from foreign govern-
ments for acquisitions, and the European
Union is debating whether to give China
“market economy” status.

On the draft cyber security law, all five
ambassadors were particularly concerned by
provisions requiring companies to store data
locally and to provide encryption keys, which
technology firms worried may impinge on
privacy and mean they would have to pass on
sensitive intellectual property to the govern-
ment in the name of security.

Both letters said the draft NGO manage-
ment law had the potential to hinder aca-
demic exchanges and commercial activities,
calling them “crucial elements” of their rela-
tionships with China.

Critics have said the draft legislation risked
choking off NGOs’ work by requiring them to
get official sponsors and giving broad powers
to police to regulate their activities.

In the letters, the ambassadors asked
China to open both draft laws to another
round of public consultations. The US
embassy in Beijing did not immediately
respond to a request for comment for this
article. A spokesman for the EU Delegation
had no comment when reached by Reuters.

The German embassy declined to com-
ment on the letter. The Japanese embassy
said: “We pay attention to Chinese movement
over relevant laws or drafts of laws.”

A Canadian government spokesperson
said Canada had expressed its concerns to
China’s government “about a number of
new laws and regulations that constrain
civil society and hinder access to informa-
tion. — Reuters
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KUALA LUMPUR: Deposits into
Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak’s
bank accounts ran to hundreds of millions
of dollars more than previously identified
by probes into state fund 1Malaysia
Development Berhad, the Wall Street
Journal reported on Monday.

Citing two unnamed people familiar
with flows into Najib’s accounts and a per-
son familiar with one overseas investiga-
tion, the report said that more than $1 bil-
lion was deposited from 2011 to 2013, far
more than the $681 million earlier identi-
fied. The paper said global investigators
believe much of the $1 billion originated
with the state fund, known as 1MDB, but
did not specify where the extra money
came from or what happened to it.

The report contradicts a conclusion
reached recently by Malaysia’s chief law
officer.

Attorney-General Mohamed Apandi
Ali cleared Najib in January of any corrup-
tion or criminal offences, saying the $681
million transferred into Najib’s account
was a gift from a member of Saudi
Arabia’s royal family and that most of it
was returned. A government spokesman
said Malaysian authorities had gone to
Saudi Arabia to “examine documentation”
and interviewed members of the royal
family and officials who handled the
donations.

“As stated by the attorney-general of
Malaysia, the funds received were a dona-
tion from Saudi Arabia,” the spokesman
said in a statement in response to the lat-

est report.
Najib has been buffeted for months by

allegations of graft and financial misman-
agement at debt-burdened 1MDB and in
particular by revelations of the transfer of
around $681 million into his account in
2013. He has denied wrongdoing, saying
the funds were a legal political donation
and he did not take any money for per-
sonal gain.

The Wall Street Journal report said
money beyond the $681 million arrived in
Najib’s account in 2011 and 2012.

It said investigators in two countries
believed funds originated from 1MDB and
moved through a complex web of trans-
actions. Najib is chairman of the board of
advisors to IMDB, a fund set up in 2009,
when he came to office, to invest in proj-
ects of national importance.

In response to the WSJ report, 1MDB
said it has consistently maintained that it
has not paid any funds to the personal
accounts of the Prime Minister.

“This has been reiterated by multiple
lawful authorities including the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission, the
Malaysian Attorney General, and various
reputable international publications, who
have confirmed that these funds came
from Saudi Arabia,” it said in an email
response.

Probes into the fund’s finances have
been opened in Malaysia, the United
States, Switzerland, Hong Kong,
Singapore and Abu Dhabi, the Wall Street
Journal said. — Reuters

More than $1bn was transferred 
into Malaysia PM’s accounts: WSJ

MANILA: A major Philippine military
offensive has killed 24 suspected local
sympathizers of the Islamic State group
and captured their remote southern
stronghold, where troops raised the
national flag yesterday, the military
said.

Six soldiers were killed and a dozen
others were wounded in the weeklong
campaign that involved about 2,000
military personnel in Butig town in
Lanao del Sur province, Armed Forces
of the Philippines spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilla said.

Army generals turned over control of
the captured militant stronghold in
Poktan village to the Butig town mayor
after the flag-raising ceremony, which
was held near where leaders of the
extremist group identified as Omar and
Abdullah Maute used to live, Padilla
said.

About 40 militants attacked an army
camp in Butig on Feb. 20 in the pre-
dominantly Muslim region about 840
kilometers (520 miles) south of Manila.

More militants, some wearing black arm
and head bands with Islamic State
group-style symbols, later joined in the
fighting, prompting the military to
deploy three battal ions of troops
backed by assault  helicopters and
artillery fire, according to the military.

Aside from 24 militant deaths, which
were confirmed by the military, nine
other gunmen may have been killed,
Padilla said, citing intelligence and
accounts from villagers.

“Our doctrine is to resolve the con-
flict in the shortest possible time with
the full  application of mil itar y
resources,” Padilla said. With the back-
ing of provincial government officials,
he said the rapid military offensive
helped stop “the spread of extremism.”

More than 30,000 residents of 10 vil-
lages were displaced by the fighting, he
said. Troops were clearing battle sites
and pursuing fleeing militants. The mili-
tants initially were affiliated with an
Indonesian terror suspect known only
as Sanusi who was killed in Marawi city

in the volatile region in 2012. They later
used black flags and arm and  head
bands with Islamic State group symbols
in an attempt to capture the attention
of the Middle East-based terrorist
group and possibly secure funding, mil-
itary officials said. The main Muslim
rebel group, the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front, has a large camp in
the hinterlands of Butig, but the insur-
gents, who signed a peace deal with
the government in 2014, backed away
to avoid being drawn into the fighting
and helped guide fleeing residents to
safety, Padilla said.

There has been speculation that
some Moro Islamic Liberation Front
insurgents backed the militants in the
clashes in protest after their peace
agreement with the government
stalled. But Padilla said those Moro
rebel front insurgents may have been
relatives of the militants belonging to
the extremist group led by the Maute
brothers, who are believed to have per-
ished in the fighting. — AP

SEOUL: A US student held in North Korea since early
January was detained for trying to steal an item bear-
ing a propaganda slogan from his Pyongyang hotel
and has confessed to “severe crimes” against the
state, the North’s official media said on Monday. Otto
Warmbier, 21, a University of Virginia student, was
detained before boarding his flight to China over an
unspecified incident at his hotel, his tour agency told
Reuters in January.

North Korea has a long history of detaining for-
eigners and has used jailed US citizens in the past to
exact high-profile visits from the United States, with
which it has no formal diplomatic relations.

“I committed the crime of taking out a political
slogan from the staff-only area of the Yanggakdo
International Hotel,” the North’s KCNA news agency
quoted Warmbier as telling media in Pyongyang, the
North Korean capital. It did not say what the item
was. CNN showed video of a sobbing Warmbier say-
ing: “I have made the worst mistake of my life, but
please act to save me.”

Warmbier said a “deaconess” had offered him a
used car worth $10,000 if he could present a US
church with the slogan as a “trophy” from North
Korea, KCNA said. The acquaintance also said the
church would pay his mother $200,000 if he was
detained by the North and did not return, KCNA
quoted Warmbier as saying.

“My crime is very severe and pre-planned,”
Warmbier was quoted as saying, adding that he was
impressed by North Korea’s “humanitarian treatment
of severe criminals like myself.”

The White House said on Monday it was aware of
Warmbier’s situation and was working closely with
Sweden, the United States’ protecting power in North
Korea, to learn as much as it can about Warmbier’s
detention. “There’s no greater priority for the adminis-
tration than the welfare and safety of US citizens
abroad,” White House spokesman Josh Earnest told a
daily briefing.

Warmbier’s parents have not heard from him
since his arrest, according to a statement from his
family provided by the University of Virginia. “I hope
the fact that he has conveyed his sincere apology for
anything that he may have done wrong will now
make it possible for the DPRK (North Korea) authori-
ties to allow him to return home,” the statement said.

“I urge the DPRK government to consider his
youth and make an important humanitarian gesture
by allowing him to return to his loved ones.”

Other Westerners detained in North Korea previ-
ously have confessed to crimes against the state.

North Korea’s state media said in January that
Warmbier “was caught committing a hostile act
against the state”, which it said was “tolerated and
manipulated by the U.S. government”.

The senior pastor at Friendship United Methodist
Church in Wyoming, Ohio, told CNN he did not know
the person identified by Warmbier in the KCNA story
as a deaconess there, and said Warmbier was not a
member of the congregation. Warmbier, a member
of the Theta Chi fraternity at the University of Virginia,
is studying economics with a minor in global sustain-
ability, according to his Linkedin page. Members of
the fraternity were not immediately available for
comment.

Warmbier was a finance and operations intern at
Finishing Technology, his father’s firm, from June
2010 to August 2013, and helped run a student
investment fund at the University of Virginia, accord-
ing to his Linkedin profile.

He also took a class at the London School of
Economics and Political Science in 2015. According to
KCNA, Warmbier said he was encouraged in his act by
a member of the Z Society, an elite philanthropic
organization that he hoped to join at the university.
An official in the university’s communications office
could not immediately be reached for comment.

Warmbier grew up in Wyoming, Ohio, northeast
of Cincinnati.  He attended Wyoming High School,

where he was the salutatorian of his graduating class
and was named student of the year, according to
Linkedin. A district spokeswoman declined to speak
about his time at the school. Warmbier was active in
swimming when he was younger, according to a blog
operated by a local athletic booster organization, and
he volunteered as a coach for a local children’s swim
team.

Warmbier, on a five-day New Year’s tour of North
Korea with a group of 20, was delayed at immigra-
tion before being taken away by two airport offi-
cials, according to a tour operator that had spon-
sored the trip. While most tourists to North Korea
are from China, roughly 6,000 Westerners visit annu-
ally, though the United States and Canada advise
against it.

Most are curious about life behind the last sliver
of the iron curtain and ignore critics who say their
dollars prop up a repressive regime.

Isolated North Korea is expected to face a
tough new UN  Security Council resolution tighten-
ing sanctions against it following its nuclear test in
January and a long-range rocket launch this
month. — Reuters 

A Philippine soldier picks up the headband of a militant, adorned with the logo
used by the Islamic State group, as they end their operation in Butig Town,
Lanao Del Sur on the southern Philippine island of Mindanao yesterday. — AFP

Philippine assault seizes terrorist lair, kills 24 

TOKYO: A Japanese government
study has found nearly a third of work-
ing women who responded to a sur-
vey reported being sexually harassed
on the job, such as being subjected to
unwanted physical contact or degrad-
ing comments.

The study, released yesterday and
the first of its kind, examined respons-
es from more than 9,600 women
employees, submitted by mail or
online. The response rate was 18 per-
cent. It did not give a margin of error.

Of the respondents, 29 percent said
they had suffered sexual harassment.
The most common type of harassment
was having their appearance or age
become the focus of conversation, at
54 percent.

The next most common was
unwanted touching at 40 percent, fol-
lowed by sexually related questions at
38 percent. Twenty-seven percent
were asked out for meals and dates.

Japan trails much of the world in
achieving gender equality, ranking
101st among 145 nations and
economies in the World Economic
Forum’s study on the “gender gap,”
which measures how fairly women are
treated based on economic, educa-
tional, health-based and political indi-
cators.

Although Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe has made encouraging women to
work and get promoted one of the pil-

lars of his policies, progress has been
gradual.

One big reason behind that effort is
that this nation’s society is aging and
the workforce is rapidly shrinking.
Women now make up for about 8 per-
cent of leadership positions in compa-
nies hiring 100 people or more.

Yesterday’s study did not propose
any specific measures for how the situ-

ation could be fixed, such as stiffer
penalties for harassment or discrimina-
tion.

In many Japanese companies,
women are placed on a different
career track from men. They often have
part-time jobs, partly because many
Japanese men rarely help out with
housework. The so-called “M-curve” in
employment that used to be so pro-

nounced in the West for women some
years ago, in which they drop out of
the workforce to have children then
rejoin later, is still prominent in Japan.

The study also found many com-
plaints of “maternity harassment,” in
which women were bullied into quit-
ting their jobs when they became
pregnant, or were targeted with sug-
gestions they do so. — AP

A third of working women were
sexually harassed: Japan study

TOKYO: People walk on a street in Tokyo. A Japanese government study has found nearly a third
of working women who responded to a survey reported being sexually harassed on the job,
such as being subjected to unwanted physical contact or degrading comments. — AP

PYONGYANG: This photo taken on February 29, 2016 and released by North Korea’s
official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) yesterday shows US student Otto
Frederick Warmbier, who is arrested for committing hostile acts against North Korea,
bowing  at a press conference in Pyongyang. — AFP

Major powers team up to raise 
concerns over new China lawsUS student confessed to 

severe crimes: N Korea 
‘Warmbier stole item bearing propaganda slogan’


