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ATLANTA: Voters line up to fill out forms to place their ballots at Saint Philip AME church on Super Tuesday yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON/AUGUSTA: Donald Trump looked
poised to strengthen his lead in the Republican
presidential race when 11 states vote yesterday, an
outcome likely to intensify concerns among party
leaders who consider him a usurper. In the
Democratic race, former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton would go a long way toward cementing
her path to the nomination if she scores big victo-
ries of her own over democratic socialist Bernie
Sanders on Super Tuesday.

Opinion polls showed Trump leading in nearly
all the states that will hold primary contests or cau-
cuses, many of them in the South. The exception
appeared to be Texas, the home state of US
Senator Ted Cruz, who enjoyed a narrow lead and
was in desperate need of a victory. Super Tuesday
is the biggest single day of state-by-state contests
to select party nominees for the Nov 8 election to
succeed Democratic President Barack
Obama.Voting stretches from eastern states to
Texas and Minnesota, with the first polls closing at
7 pm EST (midnight GMT) in Vermont, Virginia and
Georgia and first results expected soon after. 

Trump has stunned many in the Republican
establishment with campaign pledges such as
building a wall along the US southern border with
Mexico, deporting 11 million illegal immigrants
and slapping a temporary ban on Muslims enter-
ing the country. The former reality TV star, who
fires up crowds by mocking his rivals and critics,
faced heavy criticism this week over his failure to
reject white supremacists’ support during a CNN
interview on Sunday. Trump later disavowed that
support, saying he had not heard the questions

properly, but his explanations failed to satisfy
many.

“If a person wants to be the nominee of the
Republican Party, there must be no evasion and no
games. They must reject any group or cause that is
built on bigotry,” House of Representatives Speaker
Paul Ryan said in Washington yesterday. Ryan did
not mention Trump by name but his target was
clear. With a string of victories on Tuesday, Trump
would advance his strong lead over Cruz, US
Senator Marco Rubio of Florida, Ohio Governor
John Kasich and retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson.

Republican Unease
The prospect of a Trump victory has alarmed

Republican Party leaders, many of whom do not
support his positions and who believe Clinton
would easily defeat him in November if  she
becomes the Democratic nominee. The crossfire
between Trump and establishment Republicans
threatens to rip the party apart at a time when it
will  need to generate momentum behind a
prospective nominee. That worries some
Republican strategists looking ahead to the nomi-
nating convention in July. “If Trump continues win-
ning, disappointed party elites will need to recon-
cile with supporting the party nominee,” said Tim
Albrecht, a Republican strategist in Iowa.

Rubio saw his support increase among
Republican voters after a strong debate perform-
ance last week, rising to 20 percent from 14 per-
cent, a Reuters-Ipsos poll found. Trump still domi-
nated the field with 42 percent support. Trump
cites his high poll numbers as proof he is not divid-

ing the Republican Party but expanding its ranks.
“We’re getting people into the party we’ve never
had before,” he told ABC’s “Good Morning America”
yesterday. “We’re getting Democrats coming in,
we’re getting independents coming.”

One of those independents, Gwendolyn Beck,
was putting up Trump signs across Arlington, one
of Virginia’s most liberal areas, when she was con-
fronted by a Sanders supporter carrying a 2-year-
old. “I came here to tell you you’re a terrible per-
son,” Mark Blacknell, 40, told Beck before walking
into a nearby polling place. He said later he was
appalled to see Trump signs being put up in the
Washington suburb. The encounter reflected the
acrimonious nature of the 2016 campaign and the
divisions it has laid bare among Republicans,
adding to the traditional split between the two
major American political parties.

Clinton Leads in South
On the Democratic side, polls show Clinton,

who has won three of the first four Democratic
contests, with a big lead in six Southern states that
have large blocs of black voters, who have been
slow to warm to Sanders, a US senator from
Vermont. Sanders has been aiming for wins in five
other states yesterday - Vermont, neighboring
Massachusetts, Oklahoma, Minnesota and
Colorado. One factor helping Clinton is a focus on
getting her voters to make their choices early.
More than half the delegates needed to secure the
Democratic nomination will be chosen in March
with contests in 28 states, and more than a third of
those have early voting. — Reuters 

Trump, Clinton set for big wins
Frontrunners eye ‘Super Tuesday’ boost

NEW DELHI: India’s army made candidates at a
recruitment day in Bihar take a written exam in
their underwear to prevent them from cheating,
reports said yesterday, after a spate of exam scan-

dals in the eastern state. Images in the Indian
Express showed dozens of men sitting cross-
legged in a field clad only in underpants, with
many resting their test papers on their thighs,

while a uniformed supervisor stood guard.
The paper quoted an army source as saying

they took the radical step to “save time on frisking
so many people” after more than 1,000 candi-
dates turned up. “We had no option but to com-
ply with the instructions even though it felt odd,”
one would-be recruit told the paper. An army
spokesman in New Delhi refused to comment on
the report, which came a year after police in Bihar
said they had arrested around 1,000 aspiring offi-
cers for paying people to sit their exams for them.

The High Court in the Bihar capital Patna yes-
terday asked the defense ministry for an explana-
tion of the unusual move, after a lawyer filed a
petition against the army. Cheating - using meth-
ods ranging from old-fashioned crib sheets to
high-tech spy cameras - is common in India,
mostly to secure good school grades and highly-
sought government jobs. 

The impoverished state of Bihar, also one of
the most populous, is especially notorious. Last
year a scandal in the state that saw relatives scale
the walls of a school exam centre to pass notes to
candidates went viral and made national head-
lines. In the western state of Gujarat, authorities
on Sunday blocked mobile phone Internet servic-
es in a string of cities and towns where entrance
exams were taking place for public service jobs,
to stamp out cheating. — AFP 

CHICAGO: He was a candidate few thought
stood a chance. Best known as a television
showman, he seemed more interested in self-

promotion than winning public office. But soon
he was dominating media coverage and
debate stages, each pungent remark only
endearing him more to a disenchanted public.
Then Jesse “The Body” Ventura became gover-
nor of Minnesota.

Well before Donald Trump shook up the
race for the Republican presidential nomina-
tion, there was Ventura, the former professional
wrestler, radio talk show host and suburban
mayor who - in his own election-night words -
“shocked the world” with his improbable 1998
victory.

As Trump looks to expand his delegate lead
in Super Tuesday contests and further show
that he’s for real, the similarities between his
campaign and Ventura’s continue to grow. The
billionaire businessman enters the biggest day
of the race so far with several wins under his
belt and exuding confidence about his chances
in the contests across the Deep South. His top
rivals, Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio, are struggling
to contain him.

“Jesse’s success is the perfect case history to
show this can happen,” said Bill Hillsman, a
Minneapolis ad man and close Ventura adviser
who came up with several memorable cam-
paign ads, including one that depicted Ventura
as an action figure who tells special interests: “I
don’t want your stupid money.” —AP

Before Trump, there was 

Ventura and a big victory

MINNEAPOLIS: In this Jan 7, 2007, file
photo, potential Reform Party presi-
dential candidate Donald Trump (left)
speaks at a news conference with Gov
Jesse Ventura. — AP 

Indian army candidates 

stripped to foil cheating

MUZAFFARPUR, India: Indian army candidates sit in their underwear in a field as they take a
written exam after being asked to remove their clothing to deter cheating during a recruit-
ment day on Feb 28, 2016. — AFP 


