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DUBAI: EMC Corporation (NYSE:EMC) yester-
day announced a quantum leap forward in its
enterprise storage strategy with major addi-
tions to the industry’s leading all-flash storage
solutions to address mixed, consolidated and
the world’s most performance-intensive enter-
prise workloads. Complementing the indus-
try-leading XtremIO all flash array, today’s
announcement of EMC’s flagship  VMAX(r) All
Flash(r) enterprise data services platform
andEMC(r) DSSD(tm) D5(tm)Rack-Scale Flash
solution (see related news releases linked
above) underscores EMC’s commitment to all
flash arrays for primary storage  EMC’s flash
portfolio is designed to address virtually any
enterprise data center use case, enabling the
Modern Data Center. By 2020, EMC estimates
that all storage used for production applica-
tions will be flash-based; traditional disk will

primarily be used for archive and content
depots only.

EMC’s all-flash portfolio is purpose-built to
address virtually any enterprise data center
use case:

l XtremIO(r) all-flash arrays for accelerat-
ing and consolidating mixed block storage
workloads such as databases, analytics, server
virtual machines, and virtual desktop infra-
structures that require consistent and pre-
dictable performance with sub-millisecond
latencies. XtremIO is designed to address
most high-end enterprise workloads with
some of the industry’s best inline data com-
pression and de-duplication capabilities for
improved capacity economics.

l VMAX All Flash for consolidating mixed
block and file workloads that require up to
“six-nines” of enterprise availability, rich data

services, IBM mainframe and iSeries support,
and scalable storage growth. VMAX All Flash
offers the gold standard of replication, recov-
ery, data services and quality of service, re-
engineered with all-flash to deliver up to four
petabytes (PB) of storage capacity.

l DSSD D5 Rack-Scale Flash - a new flash
storage category with breakthrough perform-
ance - for the most performance-intensive,
traditional and next-generation use cases that
require microsecond latencies such as real-
time analytics for Hadoop and Oracle.

l VNX(r) Series arraysprovide EMC’s sim-
plest and most economic all-flash offering.
The all-flash VNXe starts at less than $25K and
offers support for file and block workloads for
midrange enterprises and departmental
workloads. EMC’s Converged Platforms divi-
sion, VCE will deliver new Converged

Infrastructure offerings based- on these all-
flash building blocks.

Solid State Drives Overtake Traditional
Disk for Primary Storage

As the first vendor to offer Solid State
Drives (SSDs)in enterprise storage arrays in
2008, EMC has continuously innovated and
evolved its storage portfolio to deliver prod-
ucts that address customer needs for per-
formance, reliability and rich data services at
competitive price points. Both the technology
and market evolution of SSDs has reached the
point of making all-flash arrays cost-effective
for general-purpose enterprise data storage.
EMC will continue leveraging a variety of flash
media in its all-flash products including 3D
NAND and future cutting-edge flash tech-
nologies. According to IDC’s most recent

Worldwide Quarterly Disk Storage Systems
Tracker2, EMC is the market share leader in all-
flash storage solutions at 39%, more than the
next three competitors combined and is also
the market share leader in enterprise storage
solutions that include both all-flash and
hybrid flash storage arrays. EMC storage solu-
tions based on hybrid configurations will be
offered primarily for bulk data storage capaci-
ty and archive requirements.

Modern Pricing and Packaging 
for the Modern Data Center

EMC is extending its Xpect More Program
to offer customers the unique combination of
a lifetime flat-price maintenance model and
lifetime flash endurance protection to enable
simplified planning, deployment and man-
agement for the new VMAX All Flash array. 

EMC declares 2016 the ‘Year of All-Flash’ for primary storage

VIKEN:  It was a chaotic, late-night scramble
to buy baby food with a screaming toddler in
the backseat that gave Robert Ilijason the idea
to open Sweden’s first unmanned convenience
store.

Home alone with his hungry son, Ilijason
had dropped the last baby food jar on the
floor, and had to drive 20 minutes from the
small town of Viken in southern Sweden to
find a supermarket that was open.

Now the 39-year-old IT specialist runs a 24-
hour shop with no cashier.

Customers simply use their cellphones to
unlock the door with a swipe of the finger and
scan their purchases. All they need to do is to
register for the service and download an app.
They get charged for their purchases in a
monthly invoice.

The shop has basics like milk, bread, sugar,
canned food, diapers and other products that
you expect to find in a small convenience
store. It doesn’t have tobacco or medical drugs
because of the risk of theft. Alcohol cannot be
sold in convenience stores in Sweden.

“My ambition is to spread this idea to other
villages and small towns,” said Ilijason. “It is
incredible that no one has thought of his
before.”

He hopes the savings of having no staff will
help bring back small stores to the country-
side. In recent decades, such stores have been
replaced by bigger supermarkets often many
miles (kilometers) away.

Ilijason receives deliveries at the shop and
stacks products on the shelves. Then he lets
the customers do the rest.

He has installed six surveillance cameras to
discourage shoplifting in the 480-square-foot
(45 square-meter) store. Also, he is alerted by
a text message if the front door stays open for
longer than eight seconds or if someone tries
to break it open.

“I live nearby and can always run down
here with a crowbar,” Ilijason said laughing,
but added that hasn’t been necessary since
the store opened in January.

A bigger challenge has been getting some
of the elderly residents in Viken, a town of
4,200 people, to get the hang of the technolo-
gy involved.

Tuve Nilsson, 75, said there were many
more shops in the town when he moved here
with his family in 1976. He welcomed Ilijason’s
new store, saying it could be convenient for
elderly people living alone.

“But if they can manage this (technology), I
don’t know,” Nilsson said. “Sometimes I don’t
understand it.”

Ilijason is considering other ways to unlock
the door that wouldn’t require using an app.
He’s ruled out face-recognition or fingerprint
scanners, but is thinking of installing a credit
card reader like some banks use. He’s also con-
sidering having one person man the store for
a few hours a day to help customers who
aren’t comfortable with modern technology.

Other customers loved the speed of the no-
service store. Raymond Arvidsson, a friend of
I l i jason’s,  did his shopping in less than a
minute. “No queues,” he said, smiling. “Quick
in, quick out. I like.”  —AP

In Sweden’s first unmanned food 
store, all you need is a phone

Customer Raymond Arvidsson takes sweets from the display at the no-staff, app
shop in the southern Sweden village of Viken in this photo dated Jan. 27, 2016.
Customers to the new general store need to register and download a cell phone app,
then customers simply use their cellphones to unlock the door with a swipe of the
finger and scan their purchases, then they get charged for their purchases in a
monthly invoice. —AP

FUJISAWA: Japan’s Robot Taxi aims to
forge partnerships with carmakers to
develop a driverless taxi service in time
for the 2020 Olympics, the technology
company said, holding its first tests on
public roads and joining a global race to
develop self-driving cars.  The joint ven-
ture between gaming software maker
DeNA Co and robotics developer ZMP
has set the 2020 Games in Tokyo as a
target to develop software to operate
driverless cars and an online service to
ferry athletes and tourists between
Olympic venues and the city’s transport
hubs.  On Monday, it launched an initial
10-day field test in which selected resi-
dents of Fujisawa, around 45 km (28
miles) south of Tokyo, can summon a
Robot Taxi online or from their smart-
phones, to take them to a local super-
market and back home.  The test uses
Toyota Motor Corp Estima minivans
equipped with its “Robovision” stereo
camera and data processing system,
although the company has said that it is
open to working with all carmakers to
supply vehicles.

Robot Taxi plans to take on Japan’s
famously immaculate cabs in urban
centres and remote, rural towns where
public transport for elderly residents is
limited. The company plans to focus on

systems development rather than build-
ing vehicles from scratch.  “It’s difficult
to make a car from the ground up when
you consider production cost and safe-
ty, and we have the world’s best
automakers already doing that here in
Japan,” Robot Taxi Chairman Hisashi
Taniguchi told reporters.  “Our strategy
is to keep our costs low by partnering
with automakers for the hardware, and
to keep those production costs low
while we create both the technology
and the service,” he added.

The world’s largest automakers are
competing with technology firms to
create self-driving and driverless cars,
with companies from Google to Toyota
investing heavily in developing both
hardware and software.

General Motors said in January it
would invest $500 million in Lyft Inc
and laid out plans to develop an on-
demand network of self-driving cars
with the ride-sharing service.  The
Japanese government pledged late last
year to ease regulations to allow for
self-driving cars to be tested on more
public roads. Still, from the standpoint
of regulation and development, Japan
is seen lagging behind other countries
including Germany and the United
States. —Reuters

Japan’s Robot Taxi aims to forge partnerships with carmakers to develop a dri-
verless taxi service in time for the 2020 Olympics.

DUBAI: Returning to the UAE for its
second edition, droidcon Dubai 2016
is a global conference series that
focuses on individual networking
opportunities for Android developers,
while highlighting the latest advances
and new technologies of all things
Android. The conference will be held
at the Impact Hub, Downtown Dubai,
from 25-26 March.

droidcon Dubai is part of the glob-
al droidcon community that has seen
an increasing number of conferences
held worldwide each year, since 2009.
To date, droidcon has also been held
in Amsterdam, Bangalore,  Berl in,
Brussels, Bucharest, London, Madrid,
Moscow, Murcia, Paris, Stockholm,
Tunis, and Turin; however, such has
been its success that new locations
continue to be added.

The stated intention of the organ-
isers of droidcon Dubai is to gather
the UAE’s tech community together -
under one roof - to learn about the
latest Android advances, hear about
innovative new technologies from
expert speakers and to network with
people from across the tech and
Android industry. The event is also
expected to further drive the devel-
opment of the UAE’s start-up land-
scape by giving talented developers
access to industry leaders, thereby
encouraging new ideas, and nurtur-
ing innovation.

Having grown into one of the
world’s biggest tech events,  with
thousands of attendees every year
across five continents, droidcon Dubai
is expected to followin the success it
has achieved at similar conferences

held in locations around the world.
The conference agenda for droid-

con Dubai 2016 includes a host of
expert speakers who will present on a
wide range of topics relating to the
latest developments in the Android
community. These include speakers
from Google, Skyscanner, Groupon,
HRS and Shazam.

Additional slots for speakers are
still available, so if there are Android
developers or companies who wish to
present then submissions for pro-
posed topics will be accepted up to
6thMarch.

Speaking ahead of next month’s
event,droidcon founder and director
of strategic orientation for the brand,
Boris Jebsen said: 

“We are tremendously excited to
be bringing the GCC’s biggest, com-
munity-driven, Android developer
conference series back to the United
Arab Emirates for the second time.
Having already secured some of the
world’s top names in Android devel-
opment as guest speakers, we are
confident that developers and com-
panies from the UAE and across the
Gulf region will see this as the must-
go-to event of the year - for their
industry and individual networking
opportunities.”

According to Jensen, the concept
of droidcon was formedin 2009 as an
idea for supporting the Android plat-
form and to draw attention to differ-
ent parts of the community driven
eco-system, including core develop-
ment, embedded solutions, augment-
ed reality, business solutions and
games.

‘droidcon’ - GCC’s 
biggest Android developer 
conference returns to UAE

NEW YORK:  IBM Security plans to acquire pri-
vate cyber security firm Resilient Systems, the
computing giant said yesteray, as part of a
move to expand its role in the incident
response market.

The sale comes amid a consolidation in the
cyber sector and a decline in valuations of public
and private cyber firms. Some investors believe

the companies were overvalued after a host of
headline-grabbing hacks against the U.S. gov-
ernment and major corporations increased inter-
est in the market.

Terms of the deal were not disclosed. The
acquisition is being announced during the
RSA security conference in San Francisco and
expected to close later this year subject to

regulatory review. IBM (IBM.N) said it intends to
retain the roughly 100 employees working at
Resilient Systems, including Chief Executive
Officer John Bruce, a former vice president at
Symantec, and Chief Technology Officer Bruce
Schneier, a prominent cryptographer, security
blogger and author.

“Our intent is all these guys are going to
come on board,” said Marc van Zadelhoff, gener-
al manager of IBM Security, told Reuters. “You
acquire technology, but you really want to
acquire people.”

Known as Co3 Systems when it was founded
in 2010, Resilient Systems has become a leading
player in the high-demand field of incident
response by helping private and government
customers prepare for, detect and mitigate
cyber breaches, said Jon Oltsik, senior principal
analyst at Enterprise Strategy Group.

Incident response is “hot in the market,”
Oltsik said.  “Customers are spending a lot of
money on cybersecurity to address their short-
comings.”

The acquisition comes against the backdrop
of a U.S. cyber security market slogging through
a funding slump, forcing some startups to sell
themselves or cut spending.

IBM also said on Monday it is creating X-Force
Incident Response Services, which will leverage
Resilient Systems’ technology and talent to help
clients identify and respond to cyber threats.

The X-Force service will also rely on a new
partnership with cyber firm Carbon Black,
which IBM said will help its analysts conduct
security forensics on compromised endpoint
devices and discover where a breach first
occurred.  —Reuters

IBM to buy cyber security firm Resilient Systems

Swedish IT entrepreneur Robert Ilijason shows how to use a cell phone to scan a pur-
chase at the no-staff, app shop in the southern Sweden village of Viken in this photo
dated Jan. 27, 2016. Customers to the new general store need to register and down-
load a cell phone app, then customers simply use their cellphones to unlock the door
with a swipe of the finger and scan their purchases then they get charged for their
purchases in a monthly invoice. —AP

Japan driverless taxi start-up 
eyes alliance with automakers


