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PALM BEACH GARDENS: Adam Scott, of Australia, tees off on the 13th hole during the fourth round of the Honda Classic golf tournament. — AP

PALM BEACH GARDENS: Adam Scott won
the Honda Classic  and put  to rest  any
notion that his career would suffer with a
short putter.

In a tight duel with Sergio Garcia for the
entire round Sunday at PGA National, Scott
stayed out of the water and closed with an
even-par 70 for a one-shot victory. It was his
first title since Colonial in May 2014, and his
first time winning with a conventional putter
since the 2010 Singapore Open.

The timing of his victory also was a big
statement for the 35-year-old Australian. Scott
won in just his third start since a new rule
took effect that bans the anchored stroke typ-
ically used for the long putter that he had the
past five years. Scott switched back for good
at the Presidents Cup. This was his 10th start
since then, and only twice has he finished out
of the top 10.

Two-man race 
Scott opened with a 10-foot birdie that set-

tled him and led by no more than two shots
until back-to-back bogeys around the turn.
But it was a two-man race all day, and Scott
seized control when Garcia missed a short par
putt on No. 11 and Scott hit a fairway bunker
shot to 2 feet for birdie on the next hole.

Unlike Saturday, when Scott took a quadru-
ple-bogey on the par-3 15th with two shots

into the water, he stayed dry around the
treacherous finish at PGA National. The only
nervous moment was on the 16th hole when
Scott had a one-shot lead. Garcia hit a poor
pitch and was headed for a bogey. Scott left
his 40-foot birdie attempt 10 feet short, and
the par putt stopped short of the hole to keep
the margin at one heading to the raucous
17th, a par 3 over the water.

Scott’s 7-iron covered the flag, and it was
no small relief for him when he saw it hit the
green. Garcia made another bogey, and Scott
had a two-shot lead going to the 18th, where
a par was enough for him to win for the 12th
official time on the PGA Tour. “I hit a lot of
good putts that didn’t go in. Fortunately, it
was enough at the end,” he said. Scott finished
at 9-under 271 and moved back into the
world top 10 (No. 9) for the first time in a year.

Justin Thomas closed with a 69 and tied for
third with Blayne Barber (70), four shots
behind.  Graeme McDowell had a 69 to finish
another shot behind, while Rickie Fowler lost
momentum on the back nine for a 71 and
joined Vijay Singh at 3-under 277.

And in the final round, he appeared to be
in control until failing to save par from a
bunker on No 9 and a wild tee shot on the
10th. But on one of the more daunting shots
over water on the course, he fired at the right
pin at the 11th. Scott narrowly missed the

birdie putt, though it seemed to steady him.

Puff of wind 
He got through the late par 3s over water -

Nos. 15 and 17 - without trouble, even if there
were a few moments that made him pause. He
was set up over his shot on the 15th when a
small puff of wind in his face was all it took to
make him back off. The day before, Scott was
leading by three shots when he made a 7 on
the hole and lost the lead. This time, he settled
himself and hit a safe shot to 30 feet, and
Garcia looked back at him and said, “Good
shot.” Scott became the first player since Phil
Mickelson in 2009 at the Tour Championship
to win on the PGA Tour with a quadruple
bogey. That turned out to be the only big
blemish on what otherwise had been a flaw-
less display from one of the prettiest swings in
golf. The victory proved to be validation that
he can still get around with a short putter.
Scott won 18 times around the world with a
short putter, including The Players
Championship and the Tour Championship.

He switched to a long putter that he
anchored to his chest at the 2011 Match Play
Championship, and contended at the Masters
two months later. Scott won seven times with
the long putter, including the Masters in 2013
when he was the fourth winner in the six
majors to use an anchored putting stroke. —AP 

Scott outlasts Garcia to 
win the Honda Classic

PALM BEACH GARDENS: Adam Scott
seemed like the only person who wasn’t
worried about the 35-inch length of his
putter. Scott was far more concerned that
he had gone 36 tournaments over 21
months without winning anywhere in the
world, the longest drought of his career.
Nearly two years removed from No 1 in the
world, he was on the verge of falling out of
the top 20 when he began his first big
stretch of golf leading into the Masters.
Sunday in the Honda Classic turned out to
be quite a statement. Coming off a runner-
up finish at Riviera last week, Scott closed
with an even-par 70 in tough conditions at
PGA National to hold off Sergio Garcia for a
one-shot victory.

“I want to feel somewhat relevant out
here when it comes to being one of the
best players in the world,” Scott said. “That’s
just down to my results. There’s no other
way. You can talk it in your head and try
and build yourself up as much as you want,
but at some point, you’re going to have to
have the results to actually prove it and
achieve. “I like where things are at,” he said.
“And hopefully, it’s a move in the right
direction to be in that top 10 player in the
world.”

Right direction 
His 26th victory worldwide took care of

that. Scott finished at 9-under 271 and
moved up to No. 9, and there’s little to sug-
gest he’s about to stop there. This was his
18th consecutive round at par or better.
Dating to the Japan Open last fall, he has
finished out of the top 10 only twice in his
last nine tournaments.

That’s about the time Scott switched
back to the short putter for good. “I’ve kind

of said it the whole time. I don’t think it’s
going to be that big a deal for me,” Scott
said. “It ’s some hard work, and I’m not
afraid of that. I’m glad it’s going in the right
direction, and I’ve putted pretty solid the
last couple weeks, and I want to make sure
that keeps going.”

Overlooked in the chatter about long
putters is that Scott had won 18 times
worldwide with a conventional putter,
including The Players Championship and
the Tour Championship. He went to a long
putter that he anchored against his chest at
the Match Play Championship in 2011, and
he contended in the Masters two months
later. When he won the Masters in 2013, he
was the fourth winner in six majors to use
an anchored putting stroke.

Perhaps because he reached No. 1 in the
world, Scott became the face of the long
putters when a new rule that outlawed the
anchored stroke kicked in this year. For
those who wondered if his career was in
jeopardy, check out that trophy he was
holding Sunday.

Scott won in only his third start since
the rule took effect, and his 10th event
since he switched back to the conventional
putter for good. Asked if it was good to get
that out of the way, the 35-year-old Aussie
couldn’t resist. “Probably good for every-
body who likes talking about it, absolutely,”
Scott said. “And therefore, good for me.
Good for me because maybe we don’t have
to go over it too much anymore.  Again, it
just reassures me I’m on the right track with
the things I’m doing on the greens, and I’m
just going to try and get better every week.
And I think it ’s in a great spot at the
moment. “If I can get better and better,
then I like what’s to come.” — AP 

Scott relevant once more
because of win, not putter

PALM BEACH GARDENS: Adam Scott of Australia proudly is presented with the trophy
after his one shot victory over Sergio Garcia during the final round of the 2016 Honda
Classic held on the PGA National Course at the PGA National Resort and Spa. —AFP  

BOSTON: Dusty Baker was a big dipper.
He’s cut back his chaw over the years, but
still might pop in a pinch when games
get tight. The Washington Nationals
manager won’t get that choice at some
ballparks this season. Big leaguers are
now getting a reminder that smokeless
tobacco is banned at stadiums in San
Francisco, Los Angeles and Boston.

One-page letters are being put in
clubhouse lockers throughout spring
training. The notices come jointly from
Major League Baseball and the players’
union. “It’s a bad influence for the kids.
Big time. I’ll say that. But also they’re
adults, too, at the same time,” Baker said.

“We’ll see,” he said. “My daughter used to
put water in my can and put it back in
my truck. Or my son, he has lip check -
‘Get it out, Dad!’”

Local laws will prohibit the use of all
tobacco products at Fenway Park,
Dodger Stadium and AT&T Park this year,
meaning players, team personnel,
umpires and fans. The letter advises the
same ban will  take effect at every
California ballpark in December.

“I support it,” new Dodgers manager
Dave Roberts said. “I think that the inten-
tions are there, and there’s obviously
going to be some resistance with play-
ers.” “Like it or not, players are role mod-
els, and we have a platform as coaches
and players. So if that’s the law, then we
definitely support it,” he said.

Similar legislation has been proposed
in New York City, and both the Mets and
Yankees say they back such a ban at their
parks. “Preventing children from being
exposed to smokeless tobacco is an
important initiative and we are glad to
play our part,” the Mets said in a state-
ment. “Major League Baseball has long

supported a ban of smokeless tobacco at
the major league level and the New York
Yankees fully support the proposed local
law,” they said. 

The letter being distributed to players
on 40-man rosters and teams this spring
says: “Please note that these are city ordi-
nances and not rules established by
Major League Baseball. However, the
commissioner’s office will be monitoring
players and club personnel for compli-
ance with the regulations.”

Smokeless tobacco isn’t permitted
throughout the minor leagues. There is
no ban on dipping in the majors, and the
issue is certain to be discussed in upcom-
ing labor talks between MLB and the
union on the contract that expires Dec 1.

Lower profile 
Going back more than a century, even

before Bull Durham tobacco signs were
plastered all over outfield walls, baseball
was filled with pictures of players with a
chaw in their cheek. Over the years, in
collective bargaining, MLB and the union
have tried to lower that profile.

Players, managers and coaches now
can’t stick tobacco tins, cans or pouches
in their pockets when they’re on the field
or in plain sight of fans. No wads stuck in
the mouth during TV interviews, either.
In their letter, MLB and the union said it
would provide “nicotine replacement
therapy products to those players who
wish to use them as substitutes. A ship-
ment of various products including
lozenges, gum, and patches will be sent
to each club free of charge in spring
training, and throughout the 2016 sea-
son.”

The letter included a reminder that Dr.
Michael Steinberg, director of the
Rutgers University tobacco dependence
program, had previously been hired as a
consultant to help players develop a
treatment plan, if they wanted. Toronto
Blue Jays manager John Gibbons
applauded the effort to cut down on
chaw. He quit a couple years ago after
Hall of Famer Tony Gwynn - a career-long
dipper - died at 54 of salivary gland can-
cer.

“I  was a tobacco user for a lot of
years. I’m not proud of that. I finally was
able to quit. It’s a dirty, filthy habit,” he
said. “I wouldn’t want my kids doing it.
You hope in some way, they can elimi-
nate it and wipe it out. I’m sure there
will be some fights over that, especially
in this election year. I’m sure that’ll be
brought up.  But, hey, if you can get rid
of it, I’m all for that,” he said. — AP 

MLB sends reminder: No dipping 
at Fenway, Dodger Stadium, SF

PITTSBURG: Cincinnati Reds manager
Dusty Baker sits in the dugout before a
baseball game against the Pittsburgh
Pirates. —AP  

HAMPTON: Jimmie Johnson reached another
milestone in his brilliant NASCAR career. This one
was really special. Win No 76. Right up there with
the Intimidator. Johnson’s victory at Atlanta
Motor Speedway on Sunday pushed him into a
tie for seventh place on the career list with the
late Dale Earnhardt, who was killed in a last-lap
crash at the 2001 Daytona 500 just a few months
before Johnson joined the Cup series.

“I didn’t have a chance to race against him,”
Johnson said. “There’s been a big void in my
mind ... so to tie him, for me personally, it gives
me a little bit of attachment to the great Dale
Earnhardt.” After a chaotic finish, the significance
of the triumph didn’t occur to Johnson at first.
Then it hit him, so he took another spin in front
of the grandstand, sticking his hand out of the
car to hold up three fingers.

No 3 was Earnhardt’s number, of course. And,
in an appropriate twist, Johnson teammate Dale
Earnhardt Jr. crossed the line next, edging out
Kyle Busch for the runner-up spot by mere inch-
es. “I think dad would’ve liked Jimmie as a per-
son,” Junior said, “but he certainly wouldn’t have
enjoyed competing against him.”

Bucket list 
Next on Johnson’s bucket list: another series

championship. By winning the second race of
the season, he essentially wrapped up his spot in
the season-ending Chase, where he’ll  be
attempting to join Earnhardt and Richard Petty
as the only drivers to capture seven Cup titles.

“The six that I have, I know how special and
meaningful they are,” Johnson said. “If I have a
chance to win a seventh and tie Petty and
Earnhardt, that would be just monumental.”
Polished and well-liked throughout the garage,
Johnson would appear to have little in common
with the Intimidator, a rough-and-tumble driver
who didn’t mind making others mad and doing
whatever it took to win the race - even if it
meant knocking someone out of the way.

“He didn’t get that Intimidator title by being
nice to everybody,” quipped Rick Hendrick, the
owner of Johnson’s No 48 car. But Earnhardt Jr.
thinks his father, if he had lived, would have
become fast friends with Johnson. Certainly, he
would’ve respected Johnson’s skills behind the
wheel, which were on full display Sunday as he
struggled to maintain control of his car on fad-
ing tires, having made his final green-flag pit
stop ahead of everyone else in a strategic bid to
snatch the lead away from Kevin Harvick.

“Knowing dad and knowing Jimmie’s charac-
ter, they would’ve gotten along tremendously
and dad would’ve thought the world of him,”
Earnhardt Jr. said. “How can you not like Jimmie?
He’s just a good guy who never stepped over the
line with anything he’s ever said or anything he’s
ever done.”

All I do is win, win, win 
All he does is win, with staggering consisten-

cy. The 40-year-old has now earned a victory in
every full-time Cup season, extending the streak
to 15 years in a row. As fit as any driver in the
series, he could likely remain at the top of the
game for another decade or more. While Petty’s
record of 200 career victories is unlikely to ever
be duplicated - he competed largely in a differ-
ent era with far more races each year - Johnson
certainly has the potential to reach the second
spot on the list. David Pearson won 105 times.
Johnson has averaged a bit more than five victo-
ries a year, a pace that would push him past the
Silver Fox in another six seasons. Shorter term,
Johnson can set his sights on Cale Yarborough
(83 victories), Bobby Allison and Darrell Waltrip
(84 apiece), and longtime teammate Jeff

Gordon, who retired after last season with 93
wins. “You’ve got to say that he’s one of the best
that’s ever been in the sport,” Hendrick said of
Johnson. “It’s going to be interesting to see how
many races and championships Jimmie and
Chad (Knaus, his crew chief ) can win.” 

It was Knaus who made the call that essen-
tially gave Johnson a shot at his latest victory.
Knowing it would be tough to get around
Harvick, who led more laps than anyone, the
crew chief brought in the No. 48 for its last
scheduled pit stop nine laps before Harvick,
gambling that Johnson could make his tires last
longer on the bruising Atlanta track.

The move worked, giving Johnson a big lead,
though a late yellow flag forced overtime.
Everyone came back into the pits for new tires,
Johnson returned to the track still out front, and
a four-car crash on the backstretch shortly after
the restart sealed the win.

Johnson gave much of the credit to his crew
chief. Knaus gave it right back. “Jimmie is pretty
amazing, isn’t he?” the crew chief said, breaking
into a big smile. “Let’s be honest, he’s just a heck
of a race-car driver.” Even the Intimidator would
agree with that. —AP 

Johnson pulls alongside the 
Intimidator with 76th win

HAMPTON: Jimmie Johnson, driver of the #48 Lowe’s Chevrolet, leads Kevin Harvick, driver of
the #4 Jimmy John’s Chevrolet, during the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Folds of Honor QuikTrip
500 at Atlanta Motor Speedway. — AFP  


