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WASHINGTON: Washington Wizards guard Ramon Sessions (7) batches for the ball against Cleveland Cavaliers forward Richard Jefferson (24)
during the second half of an NBA basketball game. — AP photos

WASHINGTON: That the Cleveland Cavaliers
would drop a road game against a would-be
playoff team while giving LeBron James a rare
day off might not be all that surprising to most.
Still, trailing by as many as 30 points along the
way to a 113-99 loss to John Wall and the
Washington Wizards on Sunday did not sit well
with Cleveland’s J.R. Smith. “If we’re going to play
with a lack of energy ... and come out and play
the way we did today,” Smith declared, “we
shouldn’t be who we are and be in these uni-
forms.”

Smith, who had eight points and four
rebounds in 18 minutes, continued: “We can’t
play basketball like this going down the stretch.
... You talk about contending or being a champi-
onship contender and you’re blown out ... and
get thrashed, make it look good at the end. We
can’t do that. If we’re serious about who we’re
supposed to be, we can’t do this.” It was the sec-
ond consecutive loss for Eastern Conference-
leading Cleveland, which is in the middle of a
stretch of three games in four days.

That busy schedule was one of the reasons
coach Tyronn Lue gave for resting James, who
had skipped only one other game this season,
on Dec. 5 at Miami. “Any time you (make) that
kind of move, it kind of lets the guys down a lit-
tle bit,” Lue said. “But that’s a decision that we
made.” James left the locker room without
speaking to the media. Taking advantage of not
having to deal with the four-time NBA MVP, the
Wizards got a boost in their bid to move into
playoff position, using Wall’s 21 points, 13 assists
and seven rebounds, and 21 points from Otto
Porter Jr., to improve to 5-2 since the All-Star
break. “Doesn’t matter (if ) they want to rest
guys,” Wizards coach Randy Wittman said. “This
game still counts.” Attacking from the start, Wall
made 8 of 11 shots and came out on top in his
matchup against Kyrie Irving, who had 28 points
and six assists on 9-of-20 shooting.

Late in the third quarter, Wall had the same
number of assists as the entire Cavs team, 12; he
sat out the fourth quarter. Ahead by nine at half-
time, the Wizards broke things open with a 9-0
run to start the second half, taking a 72-54 lead
on one of Porter’s four 3-pointers in the third
quarter. When Porter and Wall made consecutive
3s later, Washington’s margin grew to 88-63, and
that was pretty much that.

While the Cavaliers entered the day 41-16
and two games ahead of Toronto for the top
spot in the East, the Wizards came in with a 27-
30 record and 10th in the conference, 21/2
games out of the final playoff berth.

After alternating wins and losses in its previ-
ous five games, but now as healthy as it’s been
all season, Washington showcased the small-ball
style it’s been implementing. Wall cemented his
34th double-double midway through the third
quarter. “It starts with John, there’s no question,”
Wittman said. “He’s been locked in here, more
recently.”                   

MIAMI 98, KNICKS 81
Dwyane Wade scored 26 points, Joe Johnson

made a 3-pointer on his first shot in a Heat uni-
form during a big game-opening run, and Miami
beat New York. Johnson was in the starting line-
up a day after signing with the Heat and con-
tributed to their 132 burst to start the game, a
lead they never relinquished.

Hassan Whiteside added 16 points and 11
rebounds for the Heat, who matched a franchise
record with their fifth straight victory in New
York. Luol Deng scored 15 points and Johnson
finished with 12. Carmelo Anthony scored 25
points for the Knicks, who have lost 14 of 17.
Robin Lopez had 14 points and 14 rebounds.
Miami had dropped two in a row but made a
nice pickup during that stretch Saturday with
the signing of Johnson, a seven-time All-Star
who had been waived by Brooklyn.

HAWKS 87, HORNETS 76
Kent Bazemore scored 14 points and Al

Horford had 13 points and tied a season high
with 16 rebounds to help Atlanta beat Charlotte.
Marvin Williams finished with 16 points and
Jeremy Lin scored 15 for Charlotte, which trailed

the entire game. The Hornets were trying to be
the first Charlotte team since 1996-97 to win
eight games in February. They pulled within two
with 7 minutes left but couldn’t rally after scor-
ing a season-worst nine points in the first quar-
ter. The Hawks ended a disappointing five-game
home stand with two straight wins to pull two
games ahead of third-place Charlotte in the
Southeast Division.

MAVERICKS 128, TIMBERWOLVES 101
Chandler Parsons scored 29 points and Dallas

started fast in its first game since getting booed
by the home crowd during a bad opening half,
beating Minnesota. Parsons scored 13 straight
Dallas points in a stretch covering the second
and third quarters to help the Mavericks restore
a 20-point lead they built in the first 11 minutes
of their sixth straight victory against Minnesota.
Two nights after scoring 27 points to help Dallas
rally from 23 down in the second quarter of an
overtime victory against Denver, Parsons was 10
of 15 from the field, made four of seven from 3-
point range and hit all five of his free throws.
Shabazz Muhammad scored 24 points to lead
the Timberwolves.

TRAIL BLAZERS 111, PACERS 102
Damian Lillard had 33 points and five

rebounds to lead Portland to a victory over
Indiana. CJ McCollumn and Gerald Henderson
each scored 19 points for the Trail Blazers, who
have won eight of nine games. Monta Ellis had
18 points and Jordan Hill added 15 off the bench
for the Pacers, who have lost three of four
games. Meyers Leonard made a 3-pointer at the

buzzer to give the Trail Blazers an 87-77 at the
end of the third quarter. Then Leonard opened
the fourth with a basket and two 3-pointers,
including one to give Portland a 95-79 lead with
10:16 remaining.

PISTONS 114, RAPTORS 101
Andre Drummond had 15 points and 18

rebounds, and Detroit Pistons took advantage of
Kyle Lowry’s absence to beat Toronto. Lowry sat
out for the first time all season because the
Raptors wanted to rest him after a 43-point per-
formance against Cleveland on Friday. Detroit
(31-29) won its fourth straight game and moved
into a virtual tie with Charlotte (30-28) and
Chicago (30-28) for seventh place in the Eastern
Conference. The Raptors had their four-game
winning streak snapped. Terrence Ross scored 27
points for the Raptors.

MAGIC 130, 76ERS 116
Rookie Mario Hezonja dunked four seconds

into his first NBA start, finishing with 13 points,
and Orlando led all the way in a victory over
Philadelphia. Nik Vucevic and Victor Oladipo
scored 28 points each and Aaron Gordon added
a career-high 22 for the Magic. Jahlil Okafor
scored 26 points for the 76ers, who lost their
eighth straight. Starting in place of injured for-
ward Evan Fournier, Hezonja’s game-opening
baskets got the Magic off to an 11-0 start and
they shot 65 percent (30-for-46) in dominating
the first half. Oladipo, Vucevic and Gordon all
reached double figures in a 40-point first quar-
ter, Orlando’s highest-scoring quarter of the sea-
son.— AP 

Smith calls out Cavs, LeBron 
sits for 113-99 loss at Wizards

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 39 19 .672 —
Boston 35 25 .583 5
New York 25 36 .410 15.5
Brooklyn 17 42 .288 22.5
Philadelphia 8 51 .136 31.5

Central Division
Cleveland 41 17 .707 —
Indiana 31 28 .525 10.5
Chicago 30 28 .517 11
Detroit 31 29 .517 11
Milwaukee 24 35 .407 17.5

Southeast Division
Miami 33 26 .559 —
Atlanta 33 27 .550 0.5
Charlotte 30 28 .517 2.5
Washington 28 30 .483 4.5
Orlando 26 32 .448 6.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 41 18 .695 —
Portland 32 28 .533 9.5
Utah 28 30 .483 12.5
Denver 23 36 .390 18
Minnesota 19 41 .317 22.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 53 5 .914 —
LA Clippers 38 20 .655 15
Sacramento 24 33 .421 28.5
Phoenix 15 44 .254 38.5
LA Lakers 11 49 .183 43

Southwest Division
San Antonio 50 9 .847 —
Memphis 34 24 .586 15.5
Dallas 32 28 .533 18.5
Houston 29 30 .492 21
New Orleans 23 35 .397 26.5

NBA Results/Standings
New York 81, Miami 98; Detroit 114, Toronto 101; Indiana 102, Portland 111; Orlando 130, Philadelphia 116; Dallas
128, Minnesota 101; Atlanta 87, Charlotte 76; Washington 113, Cleveland 99.

WASHINGTON: Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James, right, looks on from the bench dur-
ing the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Washington Wizards.

COLUMBIA: As happy South Carolina
players smiled and danced after complet-
ing a per fect run through the
Southeastern Conference, Gamecocks
coach Dawn Staley made a vow to fans:
“We’re not done.” Two-time SEC player of
the year Tiffany Mitchell scored a season-
high 24 points and the Gamecocks (28-1)
became just the second 16-0 SEC champi-
on after defeating LSU 75-39 on Sunday.

Staley acknowledged the satisfying
achievement - matching Tennessee’s 2011
run through the league - yet made sure
her giddy players understood the chal-
lenges ahead. “The task at hand was being
16-0 in this league,” Staley said. “It’s the
kind of focus you need when you’re trying
to win a national championship because it
doesn’t get any easier. It gets a lot harder
as we take each step.”

‘Challenging year’ 
Next up is  the SEC tournament in

Jacksonville, Florida, before a likely NCAA
top seed and a try at a second consecutive
Final Four. “We’ve accomplished one of
our goals this season,” Mitchell said of the
undefeated SEC record. “But we’re not
done at all. We have a lot more that we
want to accomplish and that’s another
(SEC) tournament championship and get-
ting to the Final Four again.”

Mitchell, a senior honored in her final
regular-season home game, was in the
thick of running past LSU (9-20, 3-13),
scoring nine straight points in a 22-4 run
midway through the second quarter. A’ja
Wilson had 14 points and seven rebounds
for the Gamecocks. Rina Hill scored 16
points for LSU, who made just 13 field
goals in finishing with its second-lowest
point this season.

The Lady Tigers had not lost 20 games
in a season since 1994-95. “It’s been a chal-
lenging year for us and we knew what we
were up against when we came up against
South Carolina,” LSU coach Nikki Fargas
said. Mitchell’s point total, one shy of her
career best, moved her into fifth place on

South Carolina’s scoring list with 1,796
points. She’ll have a few more chances to
improve before the senior is through as
the Gamecocks look for a second straight
SEC tournament title and a run at an
NCAA championship. South Carolina got
off to a slow start, hitting just one of its
first seven shots. The Gamecocks led just
14-11 early in the second quarter when
Wilson and Mitchell sparked a 22-4 run to
take control.

Wilson had a basket followed by a
three-point play before Mitchell hit a 3-
pointer and a three-point play of her own.
Mitchell had a second long-range basket
and fellow seniors Tina Roy and Khadijah
Sessions also hit shots from behind the arc
to put the Gamecocks ahead 36-15.

SEC’s Player of the year 
LSU struggled against South Carolina’s

defense, going nearly four minutes of the
second quarter without points. The Lady
Tigers hit only two of the six shots they
took in the quarter - and things got worse
after halftime as they went 2 of 15 for the
period.

When asked who was the SEC’s player
of the year this season, Wilson pointed
right at teammate Mitchell.  However,
Wilson may have had the more impactful
season and could supplant Mitchell on
top. Wilson leads the Gamecocks with 16.6
points a game and is second in rebounds.
She also leads in blocks. Mitchell is averag-
ing 14.9 points a game this year.

The Gamecocks honored five seniors
in Mitchell, Asia Dozier, Sessions, Roy
and Sarah Imovbioh, a group that helped
South Carolina to a program-high 116
wins the past four years. Staley said it
was fitting for the group to go out with
an unblemished SEC season because
they signed on at South Carolina when
things were no so strong. “Our seniors
make i t  look so easy,” Sta ley  sa id.
“They’ve adjusted to playing in front of a
big crowd and just feed off the energy in
the building.” — AP 

Mitchell scores 24 in No. 3 
South Carolina’s victory

COLUMBIA: South Carolina guard Tiffany Mitchell (25) knocks over LSU guard
Shanice Norton (2) during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game. — AP 

OKLAHOMA: As Stephen Curry casually drib-
bled the ball across halfcourt, the clock wind-
ing down on a tie game in overtime, he took
one bounce past the stripe, did his trademark
foot shuffle as he gathered himself and let
the ball fly from some 38 feet away. The ball
floated toward the basket, and long before it
splashed through, Oklahoma City center Enes
Kanter had already thrown his hands in the
air in defeat. And for good reason.

There was just under 3 seconds left in the
overtime, plenty of time for Curry to take
another dribble or two in an effort to get a
closer look. But in a season in which Curry has
solidified himself as the greatest shooter the
league has ever seen, why bother?

Curry has attempted 14 shots between 30
and 40 feet away from the basket this season,
according to data collected by basketball-ref-
erence.com. He has made nine of them, turn-
ing the 3-point shot into a longest drive com-
petition.  “When he pulled up, he looked like,
‘Ah, whatever, it’s going in,’” Warriors forward
Draymond Green said.

Curry’s .643 shooting percentage on shots
between 30 and 40 feet (it was officially esti-
mated at 32 feet by statisticians at the game
but later was proven to be over 38 feet upon
closer inspection) would be good enough to
make him third in the league in field goal per-
centage from any distance, behind only dunk
machines DeAndre Jordan and Hassan
Whiteside.

His latest zip code-buster propelled the
Warriors to a 121-118 victory over the
Thunder in a regular season classic on

Saturday that was ESPN’s highest-rated non-
Christmas Day regular season game since
2013. The game was a riveting showdown
between two of the best teams in the league,
and we get to do it all over again in just four
days. Golden State hosts the Thunder on
Thursday night.

‘It’s really tough’ 
One of the underrated coaching jobs done

this season is coming in Memphis, where
Dave Joerger has weathered injuries, age and
a lack of perimeter shooting to somehow
keep the Grizzlies in the No 5 spot in the
Western Conference. Joerger has kept the
Grizzlies from folding up the tents after Marc
Gasol was lost for the season with a foot
injury and Courtney Lee was traded to
Charlotte. It’s sometimes felt like he is back on
the minor league circuit coaching in the
Continental Basketball Association, where he
cut his teeth.

“It’s really tough,” Joerger said. “Had I not
gone through the minor leagues, I would not
have been able to handle something like this
because in the minors guys get called up,
guys go overseas, guys get injured, you can’t
get guys into Bismarck or Sioux Falls on a
drop of a hat. Some nights you’re playing one
style and some nights another.”

After Gasol went down, the Grizzlies sent
Lee to Charlotte and acquired Chris Andersen,
Lance Stephenson and P.J. Hairston to add to
a locker room that already has colorful per-
sonalities like Zach Randolph, Matt Barnes
and Tony Allen. — AP 

Curry turning 3-pointers into 
longest drive competition

OKLAHOMA CITY: Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) celebrates after
hitting the game-winning shot in overtime of an NBA basketball game against the
Oklahoma City Thunder. — AP 


