
LIVERPOOL: The investment Everton have secured from British-Iranian
billionaire and former Arsenal shareholder Farhad Moshiri will enable the
club to challenge for a Champions League berth on a regular basis, man-
ager Roberto Martinez said yesterday. Moshiri has bought a 49.9 percent
stake in Everton subject to Premier League approval, ending the club’s
decade-long search for investment, and Martinez hopes the
feel-good factor will improve results on the pitch over
the final third of the season. “We have to look to the
Champions League and we have to become a winning
team,” the Spaniard told reporters before Tuesday’s
visit to bottom side Aston Villa. “That’s a broad state-
ment and difficult to achieve but this investment will
take us into a different level in terms of being able to
get there. “This is the start of a new era. He (Moshiri)
will take us to the next level. He is the perfect person
to come in.” Everton are 12th in the league table and
through to the FA Cup quarter-finals where they
face Chelsea on March 12.— Reuters 
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BERLIN: Disgraced ex-Bayern Munich president Uli Hoeness was
released from prison yesterday after serving 21 months for tax eva-
sion, a regional official said. The 64-year-old served half of his three-
and-a-half year sentence after being convicted in March 2014 of hav-
ing evaded at least 28.5 million Euros ($31.5 million) in taxes.

His release in the middle of the night was confirmed by Bavaria’s
justice ministry, which gave no further details. Hoeness, the son of a
German butcher, rose to fame as the driving force behind Bayern’s
rise and became a millionaire businessman, before his fall from grace.
He was granted day release in January 2015, and immediately started
working in the club’s youth academy. “It’s not over!” was Hoeness’s
battle cry to FC Bayern in May 2014, shortly before starting his sen-
tence. He has said he will announce his future plans on July 1. The
date coincides with the start of Carlo Ancelotti’s reign as Bayern’s
coach to replace Pep Guardiola. His first public engagement is
expected to be at a ceremony to honor Jupp Heynckes, who coached
Bayern to the 2013 treble, in Moenchengladbach on March 13. Three
days later, he will be at Munich’s Allianz Arena to watch Bayern’s
Champions League last 16, second leg at home to Juventus.—AFP 

Ex-Bayern boss Hoeness
released from prison

LONDON: Only “silly idiots” wallow in defeat was Juergen Klopp’s defiant mes-
sage for his Liverpool players after his perfect day was ruined by a penalty
shootout loss to Manchester City in Sunday’s League Cup final.  Klopp’s hopes
of becoming an instant hero at Anfield by lifting a trophy after only 143 days

as manager were dashed in a dramatic climax to Sunday’s
Wembley showdown, as City’s players kept their nerve to
claim a fourth League Cup triumph.  

It was enough to dampen the trademark smile of
Liverpool’s German coach and leave him scrabbling
around for positives to take from what he admitted
was a gut-wrenching defeat.  Yet with the fixture

computer throwing up an instant rematch with City in
the Premier League at Anfield tomorrow, there is little

time for self-pity.
Defeat, according to Klopp, is a painful les-

son, but one his players can learn from. “You
have to feel a defeat. It was important,” he
told reporters.—Reuters 

Klopp’s ‘perfect’ day ruined 
but woes team will rebound

Investment will take Everton 
to the next level: Martinez

MELBOURNE: United States captain Jim
Courier is “tired” of losing in the first round
of the Davis Cup but says he feels no extra
pressure ahead of a tough away encounter
against a resurgent Australia. The United
States have been bundled out of the open-
ing round by Britain at the last two tourna-
ments and a third successive loss in
Melbourne would be another bitter pill to
swallow for the once-dominant tennis
nation.

The visitors have pinned their hopes on
Jack Sock and John Isner at least breaking
even in the singles against young guns
Bernard Tomic and Nick Kyrgios, with the
Bryan brothers a better bet to win the dou-
bles against John Peers and Sam Groth. “I’m
tired of losing in the first round. The whole
team is tired of that,” Courier told reporters
at Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club yesterday.
“But we know in coming here if we’re play-
ing anything less than our best we’ll be out
of this thing in the first round again.

“I don’t feel any more or less pressure. I
certainly have expectations on how I want
our team to perform but I’m also someone
who’s been through these battles enough
to know that you can do the best you can
and leave it on the court.”

With a temporary grass court installed
on the former Australian Open venue’s cen-

tre court, the tie has a fittingly nostalgic
feel for two former tennis powers battling
to return to the top of the game. The
United States hold a record 32 Davis Cup
titles to second-placed Australia’s 28, but
the hosts, captained by recently retired
Lleyton Hewitt, are buoyant after reaching
the semi-finals last year.

Boasting two of the game’s top young
talents in world number 20 Tomic and
27th-ranked Kyrgios, Australia can see a
brighter future after years in the Davis Cup
wilderness, and rowdy crowds can be
expected throughout the March 4-6 tie at
Kooyong. Both Tomic and Kyrgios bring
injury concerns into the tie but Hewitt
expects both to be fit enough to play.

Sock and Isner arrived early in Melbourne
to tune up on grass and get accustomed to
conditions, while their opponents are yet to
assemble for practice. But Courier felt
Tomic, runner-up in Acapulco on Sunday,
and Kyrgios, who retired hurt with a back
injury during his semi-final against Stan
Wawrinka in Dubai, would come into the
tie with confidence regardless of their
buildup. “I couldn’t say whether we have
the advantage one way or another because
confidence is pretty critical in these things,”
said Courier, a Davis Cup winner as a player
in 1992 and 1995. —Reuters 

CHICAGO: Washington Capitals defenseman Karl Alzner, left, gets hit by a high stick from Chicago Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane during
the third period of an NHL hockey game. — AP

CHICAGO: For all the star power with the
Washington Capitals and Chicago Blackhawks,
it was a pretty connection between fourth-
line forwards that proved to be the difference.
Richard Panik kicked the puck from behind
the net to a streaking Dennis Rasmussen for
the rookie’s fourth goal at 12:47 of the third,
and the new-look Blackhawks topped the
NHL-leading Capitals 3-2 on Sunday.

“I thought it was a beautiful pass,” Chicago
coach Joel Quenneville said with a grin, “one
of best passes I’ve seen all year.” Jonathan
Toews and Patrick Kane also scored as the
Blackhawks (39-20-5) won for only the third
time in their last eight games. Corey Crawford
made 28 saves, helping Chicago leapfrog idle
Dallas for the top spot in the Western
Conference with 83 points.

The Blackhawks were coming off disap-
pointing losses to Minnesota and Nashville,
but the defending Stanley Cup champions
got a boost from two of their newest players
acquired in a flurry of moves last week.
Andrew Ladd got an assist in his return to
Chicago after he was reacquired in a trade
with Winnipeg on Thursday night, and Tomas
Fleischmann had a solid debut after he came
over in a trade with Montreal on Friday.

“It was nice to be around familiar faces
from the guys who were around when I was
here before,” Ladd said. “There are a lot of
things different - they’ve changed this whole
room around - and a lot of new faces, but just
fun to be back.” Marcus Johansson and
Evgeny Kuznetsov scored for Washington (45-
12-4), which had won five of six. Braden
Holtby made 20 saves while dropping to 39-7-
3 on the year.

“You can definitely see why their top play-
ers are their top players,” Capitals coach Barry
Trotz said. “I thought today had a little bit of a
playoff feel. It’s just another good experience
for us.” The nationally televised second meet-
ing of the season between two of the NHL’s
top teams - Washington beat Chicago 4-1 way
back on Oct. 15 - was a highly entertaining
affair played at a breakneck pace for much of
the day in front of a season-high crowd of
22,218 at the United Center.

DUCKS 4, KINGS 2
Corey Perry got his ninth career hat trick

and the Anaheim Ducks beat the Los Angeles
Kings to climb within two points of their
Southern California rivals for the Pacific
Division lead. The Ducks trailed the Kings by
15 points on Jan. 2, but have gone 19-4-1
since while Los Angeles is 12-10-2 in that
span. The Kings have a game in hand on
Anaheim with 21 games remaining on their
schedule, including two more showdowns
with the Ducks.

David Perron had one of three power-play
goals for Anaheim - on an assist from Perry -

and John Gibson made 27 saves to help the
Ducks win their eighth in a row and 15th in 17
games. Alec Martinez and Tanner Pearson
scored for Los Angeles, which had its four-
game winning streak ended.

LIGHTNING 4, BRUINS 1
Ryan Callahan scored twice and Steven

Stamkos converted a penalty shot to help the
Tampa Bay Lightning beat the Boston Bruins
for their sixth straight win.

Ben Bishop stopped 32 shots for the
Lightning and Alex Killorn also scored.
Stamkos also had an assist and has scored in
all six games of the winning streak.  Tuukka
Rask made 26 saves for Boston, which had
won two in a row. Kevan Miller scored the
Bruins’ only goal.

In addition to the penalty shot awarded
midway through the second, the Lightning
had one power play in each of the first two
periods. They scored on each, needing just 31
seconds the first time and 6 the next.

BLUES 5, HURRICANES 2
David Backes and Kyle Brodziak scored in

the second period to lead the St. Louis Blues
to a victory over the short-handed Carolina
Hurricanes.

Ty Rattie, Robby Fabbri and Alex
Pietrangelo also scored for St. Louis, and Jake
Allen stopped 32 shots. Jeff Skinner and Ron
Hainsey each had a goal and an assist in the
first period for the Hurricanes, who traded
captain Eric Staal to the New York Rangers
earlier in the day. Cam Ward finished with 35
saves.

WILD 3, PANTHERS 1
Erik Haula scored midway through the

third period to lead the Minnesota Wild past
the Florida Panthers. Charlie Coyle and Jason
Pominville also scored for Minnesota, which
ended a nine-game winless streak (0-6-3) at
the Xcel Energy Center. The Wild technically
won a “home” game last Sunday beating
Chicago in a Stadium Series contest at the
University of Minnesota.

Aaron Ekblad scored for Florida, which lost
in regulation for the first time in six games.
Roberto Luongo finished with 21 saves. He
replaced starter Al Montoya early in the game
after Montoya suffered an upper-body injury
during a collision with Minnesota’s Marco
Scandella and did not return.

SHARKS 4, CANUCKS 1
Joe Pavelski and Tomas Hertl scored 2:28

apart in the third period, helping lift the San
Jose Sharks over the Vancouver Canucks.
Patrick Marleau and Justin Braun, into an
empty net, had the other goals for the Sharks,
while Martin Jones made 23 saves. Marc-
Edouard Vlasic added two assists, with
Pavelski and Braun picking up one each for
San Jose. Daniel Sedin replied for the Canucks,
who were looking to win three in a row for the
first time this season. Ryan Miller made 24
saves.

OILERS 3, ISLANDERS 1
Leon Draisaitl, Anton Lander and Brandon

Davidson all scored in the third period for
Edmonton, helping the Oilers snap a seven-
game losing streak. Cam Talbot made 36
saves in his seventh consecutive start for the
Oilers. Casey Cizikas scored for the New York
Islanders, who had won the previous three
games of a season-high seven-game road
trip. —AP 

New-look Blackhawks beat Capitals 3-2

NHL Results/Standings

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L OT GF GA PTS

Florida 35 19 8 171 146 78
Tampa Bay 36 22 4 173 150 76
Boston 34 23 6 195 175 74
Detroit 31 20 11 158 161 73
Ottawa 30 27 6 185 196 66
Montreal 30 27 5 171 169 65
Buffalo 25 31 7 147 170 57
Toronto 21 29 10 146 180 52

Metropolitan Division

Washington 45 12 4 202 142 94
NY Rangers 36 20 6 178 158 78
NY Islanders 33 20 7 171 149 73
Pittsburgh 31 21 8 159 157 70
Philadelphia 28 22 11 152 165 67
New Jersey 30 26 7 139 153 67
Carolina 28 26 10 155 173 66
Columbus 26 29 8 166 194 60

Western Conference

Pacific Division

Chicago 39 20 5 180 153 83
Dallas 38 19 6 204 181 82
St. Louis 36 20 9 162 159 81
Nashville 31 21 11 167 158 73
Colorado 32 28 4 172 181 68
Minnesota 28 25 10 164 159 66
Winnipeg 26 31 4 159 183 56

Central Division

Los Angeles 37 21 4 165 143 78
Anaheim 34 19 8 153 144 76
San Jose 33 22 6 182 165 72
Vancouver 24 25 12 148 175 60
Arizona 27 29 6 168 192 60
Calgary 26 31 4 166 190 56
Edmonton 23 34 7 156 193 53
Note: Overtime losses (OT) worth 1 pt and not included
in loss column (L).

Edmonton 3, NY Islanders 1; Boston 1, Tampa Bay 4; Anaheim 4, Los Angeles 2; Vancouver 1, San Jose 4; Carolina 2, St.
Louis 5; Minnesota 3, Florida 1; Chicago 3, Washington 2.

US ‘tired’ of early Davis 
Cup exits, says Courier

Rio’s challenges, doping 
in Russia top IOC agenda

RIO DE JANEIRO: With five months to go
until the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, the
challenges keep piling up. From the Zika
outbreak to severe water pollution, from
behind-schedule venues to delayed metro
lines, from sluggish ticket sales to cuts in
services, from Brazil’s deep financial crisis to
impeachment proceedings against its pres-
ident, the buildup to South America’s first
games faces a long list of concerns.

Rio’s final preparations and the status of
anti-doping efforts in Russia and Kenya will
top the agenda when the International
Olympic Committee executive board holds
a three-day meeting starting Tuesday in
Lausanne, Switzerland.

The board is also expected to discuss
progress in identifying refugee athletes
who will compete under the IOC flag in Rio,
the proposed formation of an independent
agency to take over drug-testing for all
sports, and plans for the Court of
Arbitration for Sport to handle doping
sanctions.

With next Saturday marking the five-
month countdown to the Aug 5 opening
ceremony at the Maracana Stadium,
Brazilian organizers are tackling issues on
several fronts. Carlos Nuzman, head of the
Rio organizing committee, will give his lat-
est update to the IOC board on Wednesday.

Rio is preparing for the games at a time
when Brazil is mired in its worst recession
since the 1930s, President Dilma Rousseff is
fighting impeachment and the country is
dealing with a vast corruption scandal cen-
tered on state-controlled oil-and-gas giant
Petrobras.

If that weren’t enough, Brazil is now at
the epicenter of the spread of Zika, the
mosquito-borne virus that has been linked
to a rise in cases of babies born with abnor-
mally small heads. While the link to micro-
cephaly has not been confirmed, the Zika
outbreak has raised concerns among some
athletes and fans ahead of the games.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention advised Friday that pregnant
women consider not going to Brazil and
that their male sexual partners use con-

doms after the trip or abstain from sex dur-
ing the pregnancy. Women who are trying
to become pregnant should talk to their
doctors before making the trip, the CDC
advised. The IOC has repeatedly said it is
monitoring the situation and following the
guidance of the World Health Organization,
which has declared Zika a global health
emergency but has not issued any travel
restrictions for Brazil.

“We’re very confident that the athletes
and the spectators will enjoy safe condi-
tions in Rio de Janeiro,” IOC President
Thomas Bach said this month.

Other issues facing Rio
Delays to the main swimming venue

could force a test event scheduled for April
15-20 to be moved to the nearby diving
arena. The international swimming federa-
tion was already unhappy with reduction in
seating at the pool. A track cycling test
event from April  29-May 1 could be
scrapped because of delays to the velo-
drome, the International Cycling Union has
said.

Also at risk could be the subway line
extension connecting the Copacabana and
Ipanema beach areas to the western sub-
urb of Barra da Tijuca, where the main
Olympic Park is located. The IOC has
expressed confidence the 10.3 billion
Brazilian real ($2 billion) project will be
completed in time.

Rio’s drug-testing laboratory has until
March 18 to meet World Anti-Doping
Agency’s guidelines. If it fails, the lab would
be declared non-compliant, meaning thou-
sands of doping samples during the games
would have to be sent out of Brazil for test-
ing, raising major logistical and financial
challenges. Athletes remain concerned
about pollution in the waterways that will
host Olympic competitions. On Saturday,
activists staged a symbolic burial of the
Guanabara Bay, the sewage-filled waters
where sailing will be held. Last week, the
local O Globo daily ran a photo of what
appeared to be a severed arm floating in
the bay.— AP 

ZURICH: IOC President Thomas Bach speaks during the extraordinary FIFA congress. — AP


