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Stoltenberg appreciated Kuwait’s leading role in the
promotion of security and stability in the region
through its cooperation with the NATO in the fight
against terrorism, as well as its humanitarian role in the
alleviation of refugees’ sufferings. The NATO chief hailed
Kuwait as a “strong partner of NATO”, pointing to its
leading and basic role in the promotion of regional
security and stability, and in the fight against the so-
called Islamic State (IS).

He added that Kuwait has a long history of distin-
guished partnerships with NATO, hailing its strategic
position in the Gulf region. Stoltenberg said Kuwait is an
“ideal partner” of NATO in fighting common security
challenges, including IS. He said he was so happy to visit
Kuwait for the first time as NATO Secretary-General, not-
ing that he will also visit the first regional center of the
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative. He pointed out that
once completed, the center would be a central point for
cooperation between Kuwait and NATO and other
members.

On Syria’s truce, he said NATO was aware of some
encouraging developments towards commitment to
the ceasefire in spite of violation reports. The NATO
chief voiced concern over the impacts of Russian
airstrikes in Syria, which he said do not only target IS
but opposition forces as well.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled voiced pleasure for Kuwait
to host the regional center of NATO’s Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative. He said the center would play a
key role in the fulfillment of the initiative’s goals
through the promotion of cooperation between the

members of NATO and the initiative in the fields of
strategic analysis, military cooperation, civil emergency,
public diplomacy and people’s awareness.

He pointed to the center’s role in following up the
individual cooperation program and the transit agree-
ment between Kuwait and the NATO, hoping that it
would be opened in the last quarter of this year. Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled added that he and the NATO chief had
met HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and listened to his views about the significance
of fruitful cooperation between Kuwait and NATO. He
quoted the Amir as appreciating efforts being exerted
to strengthen existing cooperation between Kuwait and
NATO.

On talks between HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Stoltenberg,
he said they discussed the steady growth of close coop-
eration between Kuwait and NATO and stressed the
necessity of doubling efforts to address regional and
global challenges. Kuwait joined the Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative in 2004, which aims to promote
and deepen partnership between the NATO and Middle
East countries, mainly GCC ones, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled noted.

Over the last 12 years, Kuwait and the NATO have
worked together within the framework of fruitful coop-
eration in all aspects, including the exchange of expert-
ise and personnel training, as well as security, military,
civil and academic cooperation, he added. Since the ini-
tiative was launched, Kuwait has participated in over 90
training courses, workshops and conferences organized
by NATO, he said, noting that Kuwait hosted the region’s
first NATO conference in Dec 2006. — Agencies 

Kuwait, NATO sign Gulf’s first ‘transit...
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The lawmaker meanwhile wondered about the delay
in awarding the airport expansion project, saying that the
estimated cost can be cut by changing the roof from con-
crete to other materials, which will save between KD 350
million and KD 400 million. He urged authorities not to
delay the vital project any more. 

Meanwhile, MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji yesterday warned
the government that he would file to grill concerned min-
isters responsible for not referring two projects to the
public prosecution over suspected graft. Turaiji said that
the public funds protection committee recommended
that the two cases, Dow Chemical and Advantage compa-
ny, should be referred to the public prosecution for a
probe. Although several months have elapsed, no govern-
ment action has been taken with the government violat-
ing its pledge that it would send the two cases to the

prosecution immediately. Turaiji said that ministers who
are responsible for the referral will be grilled if they fail to
do so shortly.

Separately, MP Abdulhameed Dashti strongly lashed
out at those who criticized him for allegedly insulting
Saudi Arabia a few days ago. Dashti acknowledged he
received a court order regarding the statements he made
on a Syrian TV channel a few days ago in which he said
that Wahhabism, a form of Sunni Islam widespread in
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf, should be attacked to eradicate
its extremist ideology. A large number of activists strongly
lashed out at Dashti, accusing him of being “traitor for
Iran”. Dashti replied back by accusing his critics of being
“agents”. Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah said the government will take all necessary meas-
ures against those who undermine the strong Kuwaiti-
Saudi ties amid reports the government has in fact sued
Dashti for his remarks.

Ex-electricity minister reappointed
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Abu Tarek, another Syrian national who spoke to the
AP but requested anonymity for fear of repercussions,
said his wife was granted re-entry, but that he and their

three children were kept waiting at the airport. “We had to
sleep on the floor or on the benches in the waiting area in
the airport,” he said. “My nine-year-old son keeps asking
me when he can see his mother. My kids missed two days
of school because of this. I don’t know what to do.”  —AP 

Dozens of Syrian residents barred...
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Discovered during World War I and developed during
the 1920s and 1930s, it has few undesirable side-effects.
Dublanchet, now retired, claims to have cured at least
15 patients of infections they contracted mainly after
road accidents, and for whom antibiotics did not work.

Treatment usually lasts a few weeks, and is generally
far less expensive than last-resort antibiotics which can
cost tens of thousands of dollars or euros.
Pharmaceutical companies have shown little interest in
phage therapy, in large part because viruses cannot be
patented, according to participants at the Paris confer-
ence. “The laboratories have turned their back on this
because the return on investment is just too small,” said
Jean Carlet, an expert on infectious diseases and a con-
sultant for the WHO.

A few startups have invested in phage therapy,
which the European Union classified as a medicine in
2011.  But the cycle of drug trials can easily take a
decade, so these are long-term - and perhaps long-shot
- investments. To date no virus used in phage therapy
has been approved as a treatment.  “It will take years
and a lot of money,” said Jean-Paul Pirnay, a doctor at
the Reine Astrid military hospital in Brussels, one of few
actively researching the technique outside the ex-

Soviet bloc. Because phage therapy is not recognized in
France, Dublanchet and other practitioners - working in
a grey zone - often wind up going to eastern Europe to
procure the viruses. In the United States, the only
phages on the market are used in the anti-bacterial
treatment of food products. The EU has launched a clini-
cal trial called “Phagoburn” to test the effectiveness of
virus-based treatments on victims of severe burns. Half
of a group of 220 participants are to be treated with
established techniques, and the other half with phage
therapy. Temporary authorization for phage therapy
may be granted in France “if the products are of suffi-
cient quality and there is a presumption of efficacy,” said
Caroline Semaille, a spokeswoman for ANSM, the
French government agency that monitors drug
approval and use. Novou spent Ä8,000 ($8,700) on
going to Tbilisi in 2013 for his treatment, but has no
regrets. 

Dozens, perhaps hundreds, of other French people
with similar problems have done the same, said
Dublanchet, and most come back in better shape. “It’s
not a matter of replacing antibiotics with phage thera-
py,” he said. “ They should be complimentary.”
Dublanchet also warned of the possible spread of thera-
peutic viruses into the environment, saying medical use
should be strictly monitored. — AFP 

Fighting infections with viruses...
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A prominent Saudi prince, speaking to reporters this
week in Abu Dhabi, said political tensions do not
change that Arabs and Iranians “believe in the same
God, and the same prophet and the same holy book”. “I
don’t think there is any family in the Arabian Peninsula
in general, and Saudi Arabia in particular, that has not
had, in one form or another, some kind of link to Iran in
the past and visa-versa,” said Prince Turki Al-Faisal, a for-
mer director of Saudi intelligence.

In Bahrain, where Shiites are the majority, many vil-
lages have Persian names and many speak Farsi at
home. In Kuwait, some of the wealthiest families and
businessmen are originally Iranian. The United Arab
Emirates has long been a haven for Iranian business-
men, who have established an Iranian hospital, business
council and club for Iranian families living in Dubai.

Even Saudi and Iran’s longstanding rivalry appeared
to be cooling in the 1990s, as joint opposition to
Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait helped Riyadh and
Tehran restore ties in 1991. The two governments
exchanged high-level visits in the late ‘90s and ties
improved further until a political crisis in Yemen saw
them backing opposite sides of the conflict in 2000,
with Saudi Arabia intervening militarily nine years later
and again in 2015.

A handful of Iranian chefs were able to live and work
in Saudi Arabia during the 1990s and early 2000s. Today,
that would be unthinkable, said the General Manager of
Shayah restaurants, Mohammed Farhat - for a start, they
wouldn’t be granted work visas. He said the last of
Shayah’s Iranian employees left Saudi Arabia five years
ago. Saudi Arabia and Iran are now locked in proxy wars
for regional supremacy, backing opposite sides of the
wars in Syria and Yemen and supporting political rivals
in Lebanon, Bahrain and Iraq. The conflicts have deep-
ened Sunni-Shiite enmity between hard-liners on both
sides. Relations hit a new low in January when Saudi
Arabia executed a prominent Saudi Shiite cleric. Iranians
protested and ransacked the Saudi Embassy in Tehran
and its consulate in another part of the country.
Diplomatic and trade ties between the two were sev-
ered and Saudi Arabia halted all commercial flights to

and from Iran. According to Iran’s Ministry of Industry
and Trade, Iranian exports to Riyadh for the first half of
2015 stood at $132 million, and Saudi imports account-
ed for $40 million.

Well before ties were officially cut, an Arabic Twitter
account, named “Boycotting Iranian Goods,” was telling
its more than 23,000 followers that it is a religious and
national duty to do so. Dozens of tweets were sent out-
ing Iranian products in Saudi grocery stores, including
photos of ice cream, rose water, golden apples, saffron,
honey and a fizzy pomegranate drink. Shayah also
became the target of zealous tweets, with some
demanding that it remove the word “Iranian” from its
signs and menu. “We don’t want anything opened in
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia with the name of the devil
‘Iran’,” said one tweet. “Their kebab is good, but I suggest
they remove the word ‘Iranian’ and continue on,” said
another.

Even so, it appears a Saudi boycott of Iranian lamb
skewers and saffron-infused rice is off the table for now.
At a bustling food court in Riyadh’s Kingdom Center
mall, American fast food dominates. Nestled among
Sbarro’s pizzeria, a Krispy Kreme doughnut stand and a
KFC is one of Shayah’s branches, where a steady stream
of customers, among them 26 year-old Hajjar
Mohammed and her friend Rawan Fahd, ordered sand-
wiches. “If the government isn’t barring it, why should
we?” said 

Fahd, who thinks the restaurant should keep its
“House of Iranian Cuisine” strapline. Mohammed
jumped in to add that many items on the menu are
Middle Eastern dishes anyway, and not just Iranian.
Several fans of the restaurant have come to its defense
on Twitter, with one simply writing “Please, keep food
out of this!” For customers who might have doubts, a
framed letter was put up in all of Shayah’s branches sev-
eral months ago stating the chain’s Saudi ownership
and financing.

Like many Saudis, customer Mohammed Al-Tamimi,
30, vehemently disagrees with Iran’s policies in the
region, but says he has no problem with the people of
Iran. “It’s not a problem of culture, but a problem of poli-
tics,” he said, as he stepped out of Shayah carrying warm
Iranian food to go. —  AP 

Saudi Iranian restaurants thriving 

Malaysian children play in front of Putrajaya’s iconic building Putra Mosque in the new administrative capi-
tal of Malaysia yesterday. Over 60 percent of Malaysia’s population is Muslim with the rest following other
religions as Buddhism, Christianity and Hinduism. — AP 


