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CALAIS, France: Clashes with police
broke out yesterday as work got under-
way to clear part of the shanty town
outside Calais in northern France where
migrants are trying to reach Britain.

Police fired tear gas around midday,
about 150-200 migrants and activists
threw stones, and three makeshift shel-
ters were set ablaze, according to a
Reuters photographer at the site.

Earlier, one person was arrested for
tr ying to stop a group of about 20
workers under heavy police protection
from clearing the site, where about
3,000 people are staying. “The migrants
are just going to run and hide in the
woods and the police are going to have
to go after them,” said activist Francois
Guennoc of the Auberge des Migrants
migrant support group.

Regional Prefect Fabienne Buccio
had said the police presence was need-
ed because “extremists” could try to
intimidate migrants into turning down
housing offers or buses to reception
centres.

Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve
said last week that authorities would

work with humanitarian organisations
to relocate the migrants to a nearby
park of converted shipping containers
or other reception centres around
France. On Thursday, a judge upheld a
government order to evict migrants liv-
ing in the southern part of the camp,
although a few makeshift buildings of
social importance such as a school and
a theatre are to remain untouched.

Thousands of migrants fleeing war
and poverty, from Afghanistan to Syria,
have converged on the northern port
over the past year. Many attempt to
climb illegally onto trains using the
Channel Tunnel or into lorries heading
to Britain where they hope to settle.
Their presence has led to tension with
some of the local population and to a
permanent police deployment. 

A flashpoint on the edge of the
Channel, the camp sprang up less than
a year ago in the port city, which has
both ferries and the Eurotunnel rail
route to Britain. It has grown explosive-
ly in past 

months amid Europe’s migrant crisis,
fueling far-right sentiment in both

Britain and France. Some 4,000 people
are estimated to l ive in the camp -
down from 6,000 in December.

Calais has lived with migrants in its
midst for years, but the current camp
on the city’s edge sprang up around a

day center opened last April by the
state - and after small camps inside the
city were bulldozed. The dismantling of
the dense southern portion of the cur-
rent camp would be the largest 

such operation the city has known.
Scores of riot police stood guard, keep-
ing journalists and volunteers out as
helmeted workers tackled the shelters
one by one.

Prefect Fabienne Buccio, who had
ordered the camp evacuated and dis-
mantled earlier this month, showed up
as the operation began. Her off ice
decried “intimidation” tactics by some
activists who she said were manipulat-
ing migrants into refusing to accept
government offers of shelter.

“Really three houses out of four - I
mean three huts out of four, or three
tents out of four - were already totally
abandoned with a lot of garbage
inside,” she said. Migrants, she said, “had
the time necessar y to gather their
belongings. The rest was good enough
to throw away.” However,  cameras
zooming into huts captured scenes of
daily life fully intact. — Agencies

Clashes break out as France clears Calais camp 

CALAIS: A man stands on a shelter’s roof in front of anti-riot policemen as
agents dismantle shelters yesterday in the “jungle” migrants and refugees
camp in Calais, northern France. — AFP

IDOMENI/ATHENS: Macedonian police fired
tear gas to disperse hundreds of migrants who
stormed the border from Greece yesterday as a
deeply divided Europe traded barbs over the
biggest humanitarian crisis in decades.

As frustrations boiled over at restrictions
imposed on people moving through the
Balkans, migrants trapped on the Greece-
Macedonia border tore down a metal gate in the
barbed wire fence. A Reuters witness said
Macedonian police fired several rounds of tear
gas into the crowd and onto a railway line where
other migrants sat refusing to move, demanding
to cross into the country.

Greece raced to set up temporary accommo-
dation for a build-up of thousands of migrants
stranded in the country after Austria and coun-
tries along the Balkans migration route imposed
restrictions on their borders, limiting the num-
ber of migrants able to cross. Many of the
migrants, fleeing war and poverty in the Middle
East and North Africa, hope to reach Germany,
which last year took in 1.1 million asylum seek-
ers. There were an estimated 22,000 migrants
and refugees trapped in Greece on Monday,
some sleeping rough in central Athens, some in
an abandoned airport and at the 2004 Olympic
Games venues. Greece’s migration minister said
without any outlet, that figure could rise as high
as 70,000 in coming days.

More than one million migrants passed
through Greece last year, prompting criticism
from other European nations that Athens simply
waved people through. “These people do not
want to stay here,” said Thodoris Dritsas, Greece’s
shipping minister. “Even if we had a system in
place for them to stay here permanently it
wouldn’t work.”

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, facing the
biggest test of her decade in power, on Sunday
defended her open-door policy for migrants,
rejecting any limit on the number of refugees
allowed into her country despite divisions within
her government over the issue.

“ There are many conflicting interests in
Europe,” she told state broadcaster ARD. “But it is
my damn duty to do everything I can so that
Europe finds a collective way.”

That was lacking yesterday, a week before
European Union leaders were due to meet with
Turkey on how it could help quell the flow of

migrants from its shores. In an increasingly shrill
debate, Austria’s defence minister suggested
Merkel take in all those who were stranded in
Greece. “The German chancellor ... said that for-
mally there is no upper limit in Germany. Then, I
would invite her to take the people, who arrive
in Greece now and whom she wants to take care
of, directly to Germany,” Hans Peter Doskozil told
Austrian’s Oe1 radio.

TENT COMMUNITY
Thousands of people have been gathering at

Idomeni, the small frontier community on
Greece’s border with Macedonia, for days.
Hundreds of tents were pitched in soggy fields
yesterday and there were reports that fights had
broken out among families over tents, which
were in short supply.

Macedonian Foreign Minister Nicola Poposki,
speaking in Geneva, said ‘encouraging’ coopera-
tion had been established with Greece on the
issue, but that it may not be enough. “Shifting

responsibility from one border to the next is
clearly not the solution,” Poposki told the UN
Human Rights Council.

Yesterday, a crush developed along the fron-
tier after rumours spread that Macedonian
authorities had opened the border. Crowds who
gathered at the razor wire fence proceeded to
use a heavy metal pole to bring down a gate. At
least two people collapsed in the crush and
ensuing use of tear gas, Reuters television
images showed.

Aid agencies said the border was opening
with Macedonia intermittently, with about 7,000
gathered in the area. People were also being
sent back for apparent discrepancies between
registration documents they received from
Greek authorities and their own travel docu-
ments, witnesses said.

“There are people who have been here for as
long as 10 days,” said Gemma Gillie of aid agency
Medicins Sans Frontieres.  “Things are really
stretched to the limit.” — Reuters

As Europe bickers, police 

gas migrants on border

About 22,000 trapped in Greece by Balkan route closures

Refugees and migrants gather for the opening of the border to cross into Macedonia, at the
Greek-Macedonian border near the village of Idomeni yesterday. — AFP

COTONOU: Voters wait in lines to elect their new president in a run-off election in
Cotonou on March 18 which former military leader Mathieu Kerekou was poised to
win with support guaranteed by other opposition figures. Long peaceable lines
formed around dawn in the capital Cotonou where General Kerekou and his rival,
incumbent president Nicephore Soglo, were both due to cast their vote. — AFP

LONDON: Yanis Varoufakis, the self-
described “erratic Marxist” who took Greece
to the brink of a eurozone exit by battling
creditors over the conditions for a bailout,
has got a new role: advising Britain’s oppo-
sition Labor Party.

The former Greek finance minister who
shuns neckties and says the European
Union is falling apart will advise Labour
due to his negotiating experience during
the euro zone debt crisis, said Labour
leader Jeremy Corbyn. “I think the way
Greece has been treated is terrible and we
should reach out to them,” Corbyn, who has
taken the party of Tony Blair and Gordon
Brown further to the left since he became
leader in 2015, told the Islington Tribune.

“Varoufakis is interesting, because he
has obviously been through all the negoti-
ations [with the ECB, European Commission
and the International Monetary Fund],”
Corbyn was quoted as telling his local
London newspaper. Varoufakis, 54, did not
immediately respond to emailed requests
for comment about the new role.

A spokesman for the Labour Party said
Varoufakis would take part in a lecture
series to discuss his experiences and offer
advice on Labour Party policy “in an
attempt to raise the level of public debate
on economics and policy making.”

In six months as Greece’s finance minis-
ter, the British-educated economist infuri-
ated euro zone colleagues by opposing the
terms for a Greek bailout.

As Greece tumbled towards what some
investors feared would be a disorderly exit
from the euro, Varoufakis engaged some
colleagues in political discussion on the

economic theory behind the bailout terms
while publicly criticising the euro zone.

He resigned in July 2015 shortly before
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras eventually
finally agreed terms to avoid being
bounced out of the common currency.

“We both want to see an economic
strategy around anti-austerity, and we’re
both very concerned about the activities
and power of the European Central Bank,”
Corbyn, 66, said when asked about his ties
to Tsipras.

“EU FALLING APART”
Greece’s debt crisis and eventual bailout

were cast by some eurosceptics in the
British Labour movement as evidence that
Germany was imposing spending cuts on
citizens in euro zone countries to serve cor-
porate interests. Though it was not immedi-
ately clear what Varoufakis would advise
Labour on, the former finance minister has
said he opposes a British exit from the EU.

Corbyn, who voted against membership
in 1975, has said he will campaign to keep
Britain in the EU in a June 23 referendum,
arguing that membership is the best way
to improve social and employment laws.
“Under the weight of its own hubris, the EU
is falling apart,” Varoufakis said in an article
on his web site. “Brexit will make the EU’s
fragmentation faster and surer, begetting a
post-modern 1930s from which the UK will
not escape even if out of the EU.”

Corbyn’s opponents in Prime Minister
David Cameron’s Conservative Party said
Labour ’s move to seek advice from
Varoufakis was indicated a flawed econom-
ic policy. — Reuters
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LONDON: Prime Minister David Cameron’s
renegotiation of Britain’s relationship with
the European Union might not have done
enough to persuade undecided voters to
back staying in the bloc, the nationalist
leader of Scotland said yesterday. Cameron,
who is campaigning for an ‘In’ vote at a June
23 referendum, has said a deal reached with
the EU earlier this month addresses voters’
key concerns with the bloc through meas-
ures such as curbing EU migrants’ access to
some welfare payments in Britain.

But pro-EU Scottish National Party (SNP)
leader Nicola Sturgeon, who heads
Scotland’s devolved government, said rene-
gotiation was “too grand a word” for what
Cameron had achieved.

“Nothing in that was going to change
my view as someone who wants to stay in,
nothing in it was going to change the view
of an arch Eurosceptic who wants out of
Europe come what may,” she said during a
question session after a speech in London.
“The danger is for those perhaps in the mid-
dle ground who were looking to that to try
and make up their mind, it is an inevitable
disappointment, because it didn’t live up to
what was promised.”

Sturgeon said she hoped the vote would
result in an “overwhelming” victory for the
‘In’ camp, but while she would be cam-
paigning on the same side as Cameron, she
did not plan to share a platform with him.
“We want the same outcome from slightly
different perspectives ... if he appeals to
people who agree with him and I appeal to
people who agree with me then we will
maximize the vote for staying in,” she said.
Scots rejected independence by 55-45 per-
cent in 2014 vote but since then the SNP
has gained further strength, taking 56 of
the 59 seats representing Scotland in the
national parliament in London in last May’s
election.

Polls show a majority of the 5 million
Scots back staying in the EU, and Sturgeon
repeated her claim that if Scotland were
taken out of the bloc against its will there
would be a rising “clamour” for a second
independence referendum.

If that were to happen, Sturgeon said
she was confident Scotland could remain a
member if the EU. “I would expect that
many people in the European Union and
across Europe would want to see Scotland
seek to stay in,” she said. — Reuters
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LAGOS: Nigeria’s Finance Ministry says it is cut-
ting 24,000 ghost workers from the national pay-
roll, saving $11.5 million a month. A new bank
verification system helped uncover frauds with
federal government salaries being paid to people
who do not exist and some civil servants receiv-
ing salaries from multiple agencies, according to a
statement received Monday from Festus Akanbi,
the spokesman for the minister of finance.

The 24,000 make up 7.5 percent of the
312,000 names so far checked in an ongoing
exercise to root out corruption, he said, but was
reluctant to give a figure for the total workforce
until the verification exercise is complete. In
addition, the Military Pension Board has stopped
payments to more than 19,200 personnel found
to have died since the last audit in 2012, Akanbi
said. Shortly before Nigeria’s government

changed last year, an independent commission
against corrupt practices reported discovering
45,000 ghost workers just in the federal ministry
of finance. Federal workers’ salaries, the biggest
item on the budget, account for more than 40
percent of Nigerian government expenditure,
Akanbi said. Any money saved will mean less
borrowing abroad and at home to fund Nigeria’s
expanded budget for 2016, he explained. — AP
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Emergency 

crews take part 

in large-scale 

disaster drill

LONDON: Emergency crews are taking part in
a large-scale disaster drill in southeastern
England, complete with blood-covered “vic-
tims,” trapped in rubble and mangled subway
carriages in an Underground station. 

The training exercise yesterday re-creates
Waterloo Station in the aftermath of a build-
ing collapse. 

The set for the four-day drill was created at
a disused power plant and took a year to plan.
Dozens of photographers lined balconies
above the wreckage to watch as some 250
police, firefighters and ambulance workers
practiced dealing with an emergency of 1,000
or more casualties. The scene also included a
specially constructed temporary mortuary to
test victim identification.

London Fire commissioner Ron Dobson
says the response will  be “rigorously
observed” by independent evaluators so les-
sons can be learned. — AP

ANTRIM: Mayor of London Boris Johnson inspects a chassis at the Wrightbus factory in
Antrim, Northern Ireland, yesterday. The Mayor visited the factory that produces the famous
London red buses and announced a further 200 orders, he is also spending time in the
province campaigning for Britain to leave the EU for the referendum on June 23. — AP


