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MADISON, Alabama: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally at the Madison
City Schools Stadium on Sunday. —AFP 

KENNESAW, Georgia: A flood of
mainstream Republican officials and
donors have lined up behind Marco
Rubio in the week since former Florida
Gov Jeb Bush suspended his cam-
paign for president. And yet Rubio’s
team concedes that neither the influx
of support, nor the conversion of
many of Bush’s wealthy donors, is
enough to stop Donald Trump.
Instead of riding the wave of new sup-
port alone, Rubio has been forced to
speed up plans for an all-out assault
on the billionaire businessman’s char-
acter.

Rubio had hoped to wait until the
chaotic Republican nominating cam-
paign had shrunk to a two-man race.
But with a growing sense of urgency
among GOP stalwarts to settle on a
Trump alternative, the young Florida
senator is trying to simultaneously
slow Trump and cast himself the sav-
ior of the party’s future. “I will never
quit. I will never stop until we keep a
con man from taking over the party of
Reagan and the conservative move-
ment,” Rubio thundered at a rally with
2,000 people in Oklahoma City on
Friday.

It is a delicate balance. Rubio, a 44-
year-old first-term US senator, is trying
to project leadership in the party
while also going after Trump using his
own game, marked by mockery and
uncanny aim for his opponent’s vul-
nerabilities. But the hard-nosed strate-
gy is necessary, says Tennessee Gov
Bill Haslam, Rubio’s latest big endorse-
ment. “Rubio looked around and
thought, ‘Well, I might not like it, but
that’s what the media is covering and
that’s what people are responding to.’”

But Rubio is quickly getting a feel
for what he began during Thursday’s
debate, launching a direct challenge
to Trump’s appeal to working class
voters. In recent days, Rubio has
dished about Trump’s on-stage perspi-
ration and alluded, jokingly, that
Trump may have wet his pants. He’s
also taken to referring to the billion-
aire businessman as a “con artist”
dozens of times a day while cam-
paigning. “It’s amazing to me. A guy
with the worst spray tan in America is
attacking me for putting on makeup,”
Rubio charged as he campaigned in
Georgia on Saturday. “Donald Trump
likes to sue people. He should sue
whoever did that to his face.”

Survival
But make no mistake: Rubio’s new

tack is a fight for survival. He trails
Trump in virtually all of the 11 states
holding nominating contests on
March 1, known as Super Tuesday. The
Florida senator has finished in no bet-
ter than second place in the first four
primary contests. Trump has won
three out of four. And Texas Sen Ted
Cruz remains a top-tier contender,
even after finishing in third place in
the last three contests.

Given Trump’s momentum, Rubio’s
team says publicly the senator’s best
chance for the nomination might be a
contested national convention in July.
That could happen only if Rubio pre-
vents Trump from accumulating the
majority of delegates in the months-
long primary season that extends
through June. Some Florida-based
donors, as well as top donors and
fundraisers in Washington, DC,
Chicago and elsewhere were ready to
join Rubio’s team immediately after
Bush left the race.

“There are a number of us, now
that Gov Bush is out of the race, who
were very impressed with his debate
Thursday, and see him as the one to
take down Trump,” said Chicago
investor Craig Duchossois, who shift-
ed from Bush to Rubio. “He showed
he’s not going to take any crap from
him.” In the past two weeks, Rubio has
also won the backing of four gover-
nors and 20 members of Congress,
more than all of his Republican rivals
combined.

Rubio had hoped to forestall a
one-on-one brawl with Trump until
there were only two. Cruz, Ohio Gov
John Kasich and retired neurosurgeon
Ben Carson remain in the race,
although none have the level of sup-
port from as many governors and
members of Congress as Rubio. In a
year of the outsider, however, it ’s
unclear how much that will boost his
momentum.

And in the meantime, Rubio’s
assault on Trump’s character contin-
ues. Audiences in Super Tuesday
states Oklahoma, Georgia and
Alabama ate up the tough talk as he
whipped through Southern states. “It’s
about time he take his gloves off and
start fighting,” said Gary Baker from
Okmulgee, Oklahoma. “I think he
should have started punching sooner.”
Better late than never, said Greg
Strimple, a Republican pollster and
former adviser to the National
Republican Senatorial Committee.
“The Rubio campaign needs to set-up
a contrast on Trump, equate Trump to
the culture of corruption Americans
hate - where the rich get richer and
middle class pays the price,” Strimple
said.

Rubio says there’s time, but none
to waste. “If you sense a sense of
urgency, it’s not just about winning,”
Rubio said. “It’s about the idea that
the party of Reagan and the conser-
vative movement could fall into the
hands of a con man, who’s pulling
the ult imate con job on the
American people.” —AP  

Racial feud erupts as Reps 

fight ‘unstoppable’ Trump

White supremacist leader at center of new furor
LEESBURG, Virginia: The final-days
sprint to Super Tuesday has erupted
into a feud over a white supremacist
as Donald Trump’s Republican rivals
scramble to stop the billionaire busi-
nessman from becoming an “unstop-
pable” force in the 2016 presidential
contest. Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio
continued to hammer the GOP fron-
trunner’s character and lack of policy
specifics in a series of attacks Sunday
while courting voters across the
South. But it was Trump’s refusal to
denounce an implicit endorsement
from former Ku Klux Klan leader David
Duke that dominated the narrative
less than two days before Republican
voters across 11 states head to the
polls.

The new focus comes as Trump’s
rivals acknowledge that time is run-
ning out to prevent the former reality
television host from becoming the
Republican Party’s presumptive nomi-
nee. He took a new step in that direc-
tion by earning the endorsement of
Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions, a would-
be Cruz ally who backed Trump
instead. “There is no doubt that if
Donald steam rolls through Super
Tuesday, wins everywhere with big
margins, that he may well be unstop-
pable,” Cruz said Sunday on CBS’ “Face
the Nation.”

Trump was asked Sunday on CNN’s
“State of the Union” whether he
rejected support from the former KKK
Grand Dragon and other white
supremacists after Duke told his radio
followers this week that a vote against
Trump was equivalent to “treason to
your heritage.” “Well,  just so you
understand, I don’t know anything
about David Duke. OK?” Trump told

host Jake Tapper. “I don’t know any-
thing about what you’re even talking
about with white supremacy or white
supremacists.” Cruz soon responded
on Twitter, telling Trump: “You’re bet-
ter than this. We should all agree,
racism is wrong, KKK is abhorrent.”

Rubio went further in a message to
thousands of supporters in Leesburg,
Virginia: “We cannot be a party who
refuses to condemn white suprema-
cists and the Ku Klux Klan,” Rubio said.
“Not only is that wrong, it makes him
unelectable. How are we going to
grow the party if we nominate some-
one who doesn’t repudiate the Ku
Klux Klan?”

Trump was asked Friday by journal-
ists how he felt about Duke’s support.
He said he didn’t know anything
about it and curtly said: “All right, I dis-
avow, ok?” He hasn’t always claimed
ignorance on Duke’s history. In 2000,
he wrote a New York Times op-ed
explaining why he abandoned the
possibility of running for president on
the Reform Party ticket. He wrote of
an “underside” and “fringe element” of
the party, concluding, “I leave the
Reform Party to David Duke, Pat
Buchanan and Lenora Fulani. That is
not company I wish to keep.”

Trump has won three of four early
voting states, roiling a party divided
over the prospect of the brash billion-
aire becoming its nominee. Late
Sunday, Nebraska’s Ben Sasse became
the first sitting Republican senator to
say explicitly that he would not back
Trump if he does win the nomination.
“If Trump becomes the Republican
nominee my expectation is that I’ll
look for some 3rd candidate - a con-
servative option, a constitutionalist,”

Sasse wrote on Twitter.
The Duke debate seeped into the

Democratic contest, as Vermont Sen
Bernie Sanders also lashed out on
Twitter: “America’s first black president
cannot and will not be succeeded by a
hatemonger who refuses to condemn
the KKK.” Asked about the issue on
Monday, Trump said he had dis-
avowed Duke and asked, “How many
times do I have to continue to dis-
avow people.” In a phone-in interview
with NBC’s “Today” show, the real
estate mogul was asked about earlier
remarks in interviews where he had
seemed to stop short of disavowing
Duke.

He said the questioner in the earli-
er interview had asked about Duke
and various “other groups,” saying he
had difficulty with an earpiece he was
wearing for the phone-in interview
and didn’t want to disavow groups
whose identity he didn’t know. Trump
also said he had clearly made separa-
tion with Duke over the weekend in
posts on Twitter and Facebook.

Hillary Clinton re-tweeted Sanders’
message. She scored a lopsided victo-
ry in South Carolina the day before,
fueled by a huge advantage among
African-Americans, a key Democratic
constituency that will also play a dom-
inant role in several Super Tuesday
states. Clinton turned her attention to
the Republican field, all-but-ignoring
rival Sanders from campaign events in
Tennessee on Sunday. Starting her
morning with stops at two Memphis
churches, Clinton offered an implicit
critique of Trump, issuing a call to
unite the nation and asking worship-
pers to reject “the demagoguery, the
prejudice, the paranoia.”—AP 

Rubio takes the offensive 

in effort to slow Trump

SALEM, Virginia: Republican presidential candidate Sen Marco Rubio
delights supporters as he enters a rally at Roanoke College’s Bast Center on
Sunday. — AP 


