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France steadfast to
its ties with Kuwait

Speaker receives
KRCS chairman

Meeting discusses
Arab concerns 

PARIS: France is steadfast to its “strategic” relations with
the State of Kuwait and is working with the Gulf coun-
try to secure stability in the region, French Foreign
Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault stressed yesterday. These
remarks were relayed in a letter to Kuwaiti Ambassador
in France Samie Al-Suleiman, on the occasion of the
Gulf country’s national celebrations. Ayrault said that
Kuwait and France enjoy a “strong” friendship of 50
years. —KUNA

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem received yesterday Chairman of the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) Dr Hilal Al-Sayer. Sayer presented
Ghanem with a copy of a KRCS book entitled, ‘Do and
Give,’ which commemorates the 50th anniversary of the
humanitarian society’s inception. Also yesterday, the
Parliament Speaker received local actor Abdulhussein
Abdulredha, Deputy Chairman of the Kuwait Artists
Syndicate Tareq Al-Ali and technical and cultural director
Khaled Amin Mataqi. — KUNA

GENEVA: Kuwait is determined to defend the issues and
concerns of the Arab states before the UN, said Kuwait’s
permanent delegate to the UN and international organiza-
tions at the meeting of the UN Human Rights Council. The
current session will discuss main Arab issues including the
Israeli violations of human rights in Palestine, the worsen-
ing humanitarian conditions in Syria and the situation in
Yemen, the delegate, Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim said
yesterday. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: A panoramic view of a fishing area on a beach in Kuwait City. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: The World Health Organization (WHO) has so
far found no evidence that Zika virus can be transmitted
from mothers to infants during breastfeeding, a Health
Ministry official has said. Head of the media the office at
the Ministry of Health Dr Ghalia Al-Mutairi said yesterday
that in case a mother is infected by Zika during the
breastfeeding period, no harm happens to the baby. If a
mother suspects, or even confirms she has been infect-
ed with Zika, she can breastfeed her baby, she said.

Mutairi referred to a report by the WHO that current
evidence suggests the benefits of breastfeeding out-
weigh the theoretical risks of Zika virus infection trans-
mission through breast milk. It encourages mothers with
Zika virus infection and mothers living in areas with
ongoing Zika virus transmission to breastfeed their
infants.

WHO suggestions
The Ministry of Health (MoH) has implemented WHO

suggestions of preventing the spread of Zika virus, the
Assistant Undersecretary of Public Health said, adding
that there have not been any Zika virus cases registered
in the GCC.

Chief of the Epidemic unit at the MoH Dr Masab Al-
Salah made those remarks during meetings of Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) health officials. He said that
the meetings are expected to produce concerted efforts
to combat Zika virus, urging GCC citizens not to travel to

nations with active Zika virus transmission.
Immunization against various waterborne diseases and
Rotavirus could be available in the year 2017, Salah not-
ed.

Joint programs
Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary of Public Health

Dr Majda Al-Qattan said that results yielded by meetings
of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) health officials are
pivotal to joint programs aiming to stifle the spread of
contagious diseases.

Speaking at the meetings, Qattan underscored the
importance of these meetings, saying that they are sup-
ported by GCC health ministries. The spread of conta-
gious diseases behooves GCC health bodies to coordi-
nate their efforts through the exchange of information,
Qattan noted. It is also imperative to keep abreast of the
latest facts provided by the World Health Organization
(WHO), she added.

The fourth planned Gulf seminar on vaccination is in
the works, a move designed to facilitate the implemen-
tation of a unified GCC vaccination program, Qattan
said. Moreover, amongst the issues to be discussed dur-
ing the meeting are a planned study aimed at eradicat-
ing the diseases of measles and tuberculosis.  The latest
developments on Corona virus and plans to finalize a
unified GCC vaccination program will also be discussed,
Qattan said. 

No sign of Zika transmission
during breastfeeding: Official

KUWAIT: Assistant Undersecretary of Public Health Dr Majda Al-Qattan speaks at a GCC meeting of health
officials over the issue of contagious diseases yesterday. — KUNA


