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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives commemorative coins from
Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with the outgoing Algerian Ambassador
to Kuwait Khamis Araif.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
Dr Mohammad Yousef Al-Hashel, at Seif
Palace yesterday. Hashel during the meeting

presented His Highness the Amir with com-
memorative coins, marking the 55th anniver-
sary of the National Day and the 25th
anniversary of the Liberation Day of Kuwait.
Hashel later met with His Highness the Crown

Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir
received a letter from Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, which focused on bilater-
al ties and discussed boosting cooperation on

domains of mutual interest. The letter was
handed over to His Highness the Amir by
Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah and Egyptian Ambassador
to Kuwait Yaser Atif. Also yesterday, His

Highness the Amir, received the outgoing
Algerian Ambassador to Kuwait Khamis Araif.
The meeting was attended by Deputy
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali
Jarrah Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Amir receives Central Bank Governor, envoys

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah met with Secretary General of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
Jens Stoltenberg, where they shed light on
regional and international issues of common
interest. National Security Bureau Chief Sheikh
Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah was pres-
ent at the meeting, that was held at the Foreign
Ministry’s Headquarters yesterday.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled reiterated Kuwait’s
unwavering support to the NATO since it joined
NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation Initiative in 2004;
an initiative that aims to contribute to long-
term global and regional security by offering
countries of the broader Middle East region
practical bilateral security cooperation with
NATO.

Meanwhile, the NATO chief lauded Kuwait’s
“essential and constructive” regional and inter-

national role in promoting peace and stability
in the region. Stoltenberg also praised Kuwait’s
humanitarian aid that reached the unfortu-
nates everywhere. The meeting was attended
by Assistant Foreign Minister for the First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister’s
Office Affairs Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Acting chair-
man of the information and security projects
department at the National Security Bureau
Sheikh Fawaz Mishal Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and a
number of officials. 

Joint efforts
Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali said meanwhile that

cooperation and joint efforts are needed to
solve humanitarian crises and exterminate ter-
rorism. In comments to the press during
Stoltenberg’s visit, Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali said
that the center represents a step towards
greater regional cooperation.

Kuwait has always been firm on its coopera-
tion with the international community, Sheikh
Thamer Al-Ali said, noting that the NATO-ICI
center is expected to be opened during the lat-
ter part of the year. The center will come to
encapsulate the unity of NATO members, from
where current happenings will be analyzed
meticulously, Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali added.

The NATO-ICI center is expected to host a
slew of events, conferences and seminars “that
are significant to peace and stability in the
region,” Stoltenberg said. On December 16-17,
Kuwait hosted a meeting of political advisory
groups of the ICI, with participation of NATO
members, Saudi Arabia, Oman and the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) General Secretariat.

Premier meets NATO Chief 
Also yesterday, His Highness the Prime

Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah received at Seif Palace yesterday Sheikh
Thamer Al-Ali, accompanied by Stoltenberg.
Sheikh Sabah Khaled and Deputy Prime Minister
and Defense Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah  were present at the meeting. — KUNA

FM, NATO chief discuss

regional, int’l issues

KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Khaled Al-Jarallah yesterday voiced regret at
breaches of Syria’s recently announced ceasefire
over the last couple of days, but believed that the
ceasefire would hold.

If violations continued, then there would be
an alternative plan agreed by involved parties,
mainly the US and its allies, Jarallah told
reporters following the opening of the fourth
meeting of the international working group on
stability, affiliated to the international coalition
against the so-called Islamic State (IS).

Kuwait could play part in this context within
the framework of the international coalition, he
added. The UN Security Council late on Friday
adopted unanimously Resolution 2268 endors-
ing US-Russian joint statement on Cessation of
Hostilities in Syria. The resolution was drafted by
both International Syrian Support Group (ISSG)
co-chairs Russia and the US.

Violations 
Earlier on Sunday, Saudi Foreign Minister Adel

Jubeir said there were violations of the ceasefire
from Russian and Syrian regime aircraft by target-
ing civilians and moderate opposition groups.
Speaking at a joint news conference with Danish
Foreign Minister Kristian Jensen, Jubeir called on
Syrian regime and Russian to commit to the truce
which became effective last Saturday.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Saturday two
cables to US President Barack Obama and
Russian President Vladimir Putin. In his cables, His

Highness the Amir welcomed the UN Security
Council’s Resolution 2268 endorsing the US-
Russian joint statement on Cessation of
Hostilities in Syria.

His Highness the Amir appreciated both lead-
ers’ efforts to adopt this joint statement, hailing it
as a genuine step and a glimpse of hope for ceas-

ing several years of hostilities in Syria which have
so far claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands
of Syrian people. His Highness the Amir wished
that this could lead to a political solution to the
Syrian crisis in order to put an end to the tragic
situation and humanitarian sufferings of the
brotherly Syrian people inside and outside Syria,
to fulfill their legitimate demands and to bring
security and stability back to Syria. His Highness
the Amir also hoped that all involved parties
would stick to the resolution so that the interna-

tional community can focus on fighting and
eradicating terrorism. 

Supporting Iraq 
Meanwhile, Jarallah called on the internation-

al community to support Iraq’s fight against ter-
rorism in order to protect security and stability in
the country. Kuwait and Iraq share strong ties on
all levels and are cooperating to fight terrorism
by all means, said the deputy FM. He added that
the group has set a number of strategic plans to
end the threat of terrorism against the interna-
tional community. In the meantime, he noted
that the group aims to allow citizens displaced by
IS in different cities and towns to return to their
homes, adding that Kuwait is exerting huge
efforts to support the group’s work.

It is the international community’s duty to
provide financial and political support to the
Iraqi government to face the unstable conditions
in the country, Jarallah said. He noted that
Kuwait has donated $200 million and has also
agreed to delay the Iraqi compensations owed to
Kuwait, to allow the country to recover from the
worsening security conditions.

Head of the office of Iraq’s Prime Minister
Mahdi Al-Allag meanwhile stressed the impor-
tance of bringing stability to the recently-liberat-
ed cities. The official noted the prominent role
played by different countries and the Iraqi gov-
ernment to allow displaced citizens to return to
their homes at Salahuddin Governorate. He
added that over 90 percent of people have
returned to Tikrit and other cities. — KUNA

Kuwait regrets truce

breaches in Syria
Official calls for supporting Iraq against terrorism

Khaled Al-Jarallah

KUWAIT: The signing of a legal and judicial
cooperation agreement with Egypt reflects
firm bonds, pointing to mutual willingness
to promote bilateral cooperation in all
fields, Minister of Justice, Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs Yaqoub Al-Sane said yesterday.

The minister made the remark at a joint
news conference with visiting Egyptian
Minister of Justice Ahmad Al-Zend follow-
ing the signing of a bilateral legal and judi-
cial cooperation agreement in presence of
several senior Kuwaiti and Egyptian offi-
cials.

This cooperation marks a main pillar for
more effective measures to fight all types
of crimes, including terrorism, transnational
crimes and corruption, with a view to alle-
viating their serious reflections on societies,
he said. Both countries’ political leaderships
are willing to bolster and strengthen distin-
guished relations and to take everything
that could lead to ideal cooperation
between both brotherly nations, he added.

International divergent views on key

issues like international terrorism affect the
destiny, security and stability of Arab coun-
tries in general and Kuwait and Egypt in
particular, thus necessitating uniform
efforts to fight terror and cut off the
sources of financing, he further indicated.

This agreement is the fruit of relentless
efforts between both countries to reinforce
bilateral cooperation in the legal and judi-
cial domains, Sane pointed out. The Kuwaiti
minister expressed hope that such efforts
would see effective and tangible proce-
dures in the near future.

Meanwhile, Egyptian Minister of Justice
Ahmad Al-Zend hailed his meeting with
the Kuwaiti minister as a good opportunity
to coordinate efforts and promote Arab
cooperation and coordination in the legal
and judicial realms. He said the bilateral
agreement signed today comes within the
framework of close bonds between both
brotherly nations. Zend said he was
impressed by the Kuwaiti justice ministry’s
experience in electronic litigation. — KUNA

Kuwait-Egypt legal deal

reflects firm bonds: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister of Justice, Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Yaqoub Al-Sane and Egyptian
Minister of Justice Ahmad Al-Zend are pictured after signing of a cooperation agree-
ment yesterday. — KUNA

Jarallah meets envoys
KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled
Suleiman Al-Jarallah discussed with Saudi
Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Abdulaziz bin
Ibrahim Al-Fayez bilateral ties and the latest
regional and international issues.

Meanwhile, Jarrah discuss with the
Netherlands’ Foreign Minister’s special
envoy Michelle Dean bilateral ties. The

meeting also shed light on the recent
developments on regional and interna-
tional arenas. The meeting was attended
by Assistant Foreign Minister at the
Foreign Minister ’s  Deputy ’s Office
Ambassador Ayham Abdulatif Al-Omar
and the Netherlands’ Ambassador to
Kuwait. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Suleiman Al-Jarallah meets with Saudi
Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Abdulaziz bin Ibrahim Al-Fayez. — KUNA

KUWAIT: In this photo made available by NATO, Prime Minister of Kuwait, His Highness Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (right), meets with NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg yesterday. — AP


