
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Former minister of electricity
and water Ahmad Al-Jassar, who resigned
late last year after the lower court convict-
ed him, was reappointed to his post after
the appeals court acquitted him. Jassar
was sworn in by HH the Amir yesterday
and is expected to take the oath as a
member of parliament in the Assembly
session today. The minister resigned after
the lower court sentenced him and 15 for-
mer and current senior electricity ministry
officials to two years in jail and fined each
of them KD 20,000 for approving a con-

tract in 2007 that was suspected of involv-
ing corruption.

The appeals court however acquitted
him and the officials of any wrongdoing.
Jassar had maintained his innocence in
the case. At the time of the contract, Jassar
was a senior official at the ministry. MP
Faisal Al-Shaye welcomed the return of the
minister to the Cabinet and described him
as highly qualified and a reformist. Shaye
praised the minister for taking responsibil-
ity and resigning after the court convicted
him, adding that he was reappointed after
the court acquitted him.
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KUWAIT: Kuwait and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) signed yesterday a “transit agree-
ment” to promote partnership and cooperation
between the two parties. The agreement was signed by
First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and NATO’s
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg.

In a joint press conference, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
stressed that the agreement is considered “another cor-
nerstone that builds on an existing partnership
between the two sides”. He added that the agreement
will strengthen Kuwait’s capabilities on facing security
challenges in the region. On his part, Stoltenberg point-
ed out that the agreement will make NATO work more
active and effective in the region. The agreement,
NATO’s first in the Gulf region, will facilitate the transit of
personnel, supplies and equipment to the Resolute
Support mission in Afghanistan. It will also make any
future NATO activity in the region much more effective.

Stoltenberg said it is essential to work together to
find common solutions to joint challenges the NATO’s
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative members are facing,
adding the security of Kuwait and other members is of
strategic significance to NATO. He added that Middle
East countries are facing a set of issues like terrorism,
extremism and proliferation of technologies of ballistic
weapons and weapons of mass destruction.
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Kuwait, NATO sign Gulf’s 

first ‘transit agreement’
Stoltenberg urges joint solutions to regional challenges

KUWAIT: (Left) HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg yesterday. (Right) Stoltenberg and Kuwaiti
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah exchange documents after signing a NATO-Kuwait transit agreement at the foreign ministry yesterday. — Photos
by AP and Yasser Al-Zayyat

Ex-electricity minister reappointed

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah greets reappointed
Electricity and Water Minister Ahmad Al-Jassar after he was sworn in yesterday,
in the presence of HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Several Syrian residents of Kuwait said
yesterday that airport officials there have kept
them waiting for more than 48 hours, barring their
re-entry on suspicion of having forged passports.
Ayman Nashewati, a 42 year-old sound engineer
who works in Kuwait, told AP he returned on
Saturday after a weekend visit to nearby Dubai
and was placed in a waiting room with other
Syrians suspected of having forged documents.

He said more than 50 Syrians, including chil-
dren, were transferred yesterday to a nearby air-
port hotel until further notice. He said they are
being asked to pay for their hotel accommoda-
tions, and have been told they can cancel their res-
idency and depart the country if they want to
leave. Kuwaiti officials could not be immediately
reached for comment. Al-Qabas newspaper yester-
day quoted an unnamed official as saying that
Kuwaiti authorities have been instructed not to
accept Syrian passport holders due to alleged inci-
dents of fraud with passports issued in the Syrian
capital, Damascus.

Kuwait is home to more than 130,000 Syrian
nationals, according to Kuwaiti government statis-
tics released in 2014. Kuwait was one of the first
Gulf Arab countries to sever ties with Syria and
pledge support to the rebels seeking to topple
Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad. Many Syrians
who need to renew their passports and apply for
other government documents must either travel
to Damascus or to the United Arab Emirates, where
a Syrian Embassy is still open.
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HOLLYWOOD: (From left) Best Supporting Actor Mark Rylance, Best Actress Brie
Larson, Best Actor Leonardo DiCaprio and Best Supporting Actress Alicia Vikander
pose with their Oscars in the press room during the 88th Oscars on Sunday. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: Catholic Church abuse movie
“Spotlight” was named best picture, the top
award at Sunday’s Oscars ceremony, after a night
peppered with pointed punchlines from host
Chris Rock about the #OscarsSoWhite controver-
sy that has dominated the industry. In a ceremo-
ny where no single movie commanded atten-
tion, Mexico’s Alejandro Inarritu
nabbed the best directing Oscar
for “The Revenant”, becoming the
first filmmaker in more than 60 years to win back-
to-back Academy Awards. Inarritu won in 2015
for “Birdman”.

“The Revenant” went into Sunday’s ceremony
with a leading 12 nominations, and was among
four movies believed to have the best chances
for best picture after it won Golden Globe and
BAFTA trophies. The ambitious 20th Century Fox
Pioneer-era tale, shot in subzero temperatures,
also brought a first Oscar win for its star Leonardo
DiCaprio, who got a standing ovation from the A-

list Hollywood audience. “I do not take tonight for
granted,” DiCaprio said, taking the opportunity in
his acceptance speech to urge action on climate
change. Rising star Brie Larson, 26, took home
the statuette for best actress for her role as an
abducted young woman in indie movie “Room,”
adding to her armful of trophies from other

award shows.
Among surprises, Britain’s

Mark Rylance beat presumed
favorite and “Creed” actor Sylvester Stallone to
win the Academy Award for best supporting
actor for “Bridge of Spies”, Swedish actress Alicia
Vikander won the supporting actress Oscar for
transgender movie “The Danish Girl” while docu-
mentary “Amy,” about the late and troubled
British pop star Amy Winehouse was also a win-
ner. Warner Bros “Mad Max: Fury Road” was the
biggest winner, clinching six Oscars, but all were
in technical categories such as costume, make-
up and editing. — Reuters

DiCaprio finally wins Oscar, 

‘Spotlight’ grabs best film

PARIS: When doctors told Christophe
Novou that his leg would have to be ampu-
tated at the hip due to a raging bacterial
infection, the 47-year-old Frenchman
thought about killing himself. After surviv-
ing a crippling traffic accident and dozens of
operations to repair the damage, to him life
in a wheelchair just did not seem worth liv-
ing. That’s when an article about a clinic in
Georgia offering an obscure treatment for
hard-to-treat infections using live virus -
something called phage therapy - caught
his eye. 

Within hours, he was on a plane to Tblisi.
“Without it, I wouldn’t be here,” Novou told
AFP on the sidelines of a conference in Paris
about the mostly forgotten therapy, which
remains marginal outside a few former
Soviet bloc countries. The treatment har-
nesses viruses called phages to attack and
kill dangerous bacteria, including “super-
bugs” which have become progressively
resistant to antibiotics.

In Novou’s case, it was Staphylococcus, a
common bacteria which can cause any-
thing from a simple boil to horrible flesh-
eating infections. Mostly ignored up to now
by mainstream medicine, the alternative
treatment has started to gain adherents
over the last 15 years, especially in France,
Belgium and the United States. The
renewed interest is partly driven by a prob-
lem which the World Health Organization
(WHO) recently described as a “global health
crisis”: The dramatic rise of antibiotic-resis-
tant strains of deadly pathogens. WHO chief
Margaret Chan warned last November of a
“post-antibiotic era” in which common
infections will become killers once more.

“Phage therapy is especially effective for
infections that affect bones and articulation,
but can also be used for urinary, pulmonary
and eye infections,” said Alain Dublanchet, a
doctor at the forefront of the movement to
resurrect the treatment in France. 
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Fighting infections with 

viruses as antibiotics failRIYADH: Iran and Saudi Arabia’s rivalry has played
out in proxy wars across the region, and escalated
further after the two severed diplomatic and trade
ties last month. Yet in the Saudi capital, Riyadh,
popular Iranian restaurants are outselling feverish
calls for a boycott and stand as a reminder of
when ties between the two countries held prom-
ise. In the 1990s, inside steaming kitchens in
Riyadh, Iranian chefs taught their counterparts
how to season and cook Persian dishes for a
Saudi-owned Iranian restaurant called Shayah. The
food proved so popular that nearly 20 years later,
Shayah is a chain with 13 outlets in the kingdom,
11 of them in Riyadh.

The bold signs on their storefronts proclaiming
the restaurants as the “House of Iranian Cuisine”
are daring in a country where Iran is now viewed
as an existential threat. Despite Saudi-Iranian ten-
sions, the two countries have deep historic links.
For centuries, traders carrying spices and rugs
have traveled the Arabian Gulf, landing on the
shores of the Arabian Peninsula and weaving
Iranian culture into Arab life.
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RIYADH: In this Jan 27, 2016 photo, women order Iranian food from Shayah
restaurant at the Kingdom Center Mall. — AP 
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