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CHICAGO: The Obama administration on
Tuesday emphasized the need for funding
to treat opioid and heroin addiction,
releasing new statistics showing explosive
growth in overdose deaths. From 2010 to
2014, the number of heroin overdose
deaths in the United States more than
tripled, while deaths from opioid drugs
such as fentanyl-which killed the singer
Prince-almost doubled, according to a
new report by the Drug Enforcement
Administration. 

Drug overdoses now kill more

Americans than car crashes.”The death
and destruction connected to heroin and
opioids is indeed unprecedented and hor-
rific,” DEA Acting Administrator Chuck
Rosenberg said in a statement. “The prob-
lem is enormous and growing.” More than
16,000 died in 2014 alone from heroin
and opioid drug abuse. Nearly half a mil-
lion people that year were addicted to
heroin. Heroin and opioid abuse are relat-
ed.  Addiction to an opioid drug such as
Oxycodone, Hydrocodone and
Methadone-three drugs most commonly

involved in overdoses-can lead to heroin
addiction when the prescription painkiller
is no longer available. Officials say the
phenomenon is fueling drug-related vio-
lence and crime. According to the Centers
for Disease Control, heroin-related deaths
have risen most acutely in the US
Midwest-a region encompassing states
such as Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

The White House, which is asking
Congress for $1.1 billion to fund treat-
ment programs across the country,
sought to underscore the crisis in the

Midwest by inviting officials from
Wisconsin to speak with reporters on a
conference call.  The state is home to
House Speaker Paul Ryan, a Republican
who will play a key role in deciding the
fate of Obama’s funding request.  

“We find that if we get to the individu-
als before they become so dependent
upon this (that) they either lose their lives
or turn to crime, we’re going to really, real-
ly improve the situation,” said Tom Barrett,
mayor of Milwaukee, Wisconsin’s largest
city.  Addicts often have trouble getting

into treatment programs, according to
officials, because there are too few of
them.  When treatment is available,
patients often struggle with costs because
health insurance programs offer no cover-
age or inadequate coverage. Bradley
Wentlandt, police chief in the Milwaukee
suburb of Greenfield, spoke of one family
that lost their retirement savings and took
out two mortgages on their home to pay
for their son’s treatment. “He started at
age 16 when a friend shared a single
Vicodin pill,” Wentlandt said.—AFP 

Deaths from heroin, opioid drugs in US rise sharply

JAKARTA: Indonesian parents were being
advised yesterday to consult their doctors and
consider re-inoculating their children as a mas-
sive counterfeit vaccine scandal sweeps the
country. Police smashed a criminal syndicate
last week accused of selling fake vaccines for
more than a decade to health clinics across
Indonesia, a vast archipelago of 255 million
people.

Sixteen people, including a married couple
believed to have masterminded the scheme,
have been arrested over their alleged involve-
ment. They are accused of distributing fake
boosters for diseases including tuberculosis,
hepatitis B and tetanus.

Indonesia’s health ministry is working with
police to determine the scale of the problem.
The national food and drugs agency has confis-
cated vaccines from nearly 30 health clinics, but
it is not yet known how far the syndicate
reached.”We are working with the national food
and drugs agency to collect data and take all
measures necessary,” health ministry
spokesman Oscar Primadi told AFP.

“If vaccinations need to be redone then we
will do it, it’s not impossible.”The Indonesian
Pediatric Association said parents unsure if their
child could be affected should ask their hospital
or health clinic about the origin of their vac-
cines. “If you’re still unsure, you can redo the
vaccination. It does not have any negative
impacts on a child’s health,” association chair-
man Aman Bhakti Pulungan told AFP.

The scandal was brought to light after a
major pharmaceutical company alerted
Indonesian authorities that some of its products
had been counterfeited. The case has caused

nationwide concern and condemnation, with
Indonesian President Joko Widodo demanding
the harshest punishment possible for this “extra-
ordinary crime”.—AFP 

Parents told to contact doctors 
amid Indonesia vaccine scandal

‘If vaccinations need to be redone then we will do it’

INDONESIA: This handout photo shows Agung Setya (L) of the Criminal Investigation Agency
of the National Police (BARESKRIM) displaying evidence of fake vaccines, at the National Police
headquarters in Jakarta.—AFP

JAKARTA: Indonesia is planning a hi-tech
monitoring network to protect peatland at
the centre of last year’s raging fires that
cloaked Southeast Asia in toxic haze, a sen-
ior official said. The fires sent smog billow-
ing across the region in September and
October, disrupting the daily lives of tens of
millions and fuelling anger at Indonesia for
its failure to tackle the crisis. 

The blazes and resulting haze, caused by
illegal slash-and-burn land clearance, are
an annual occurrence. But the fires in 2015
were the worst for years as an El Nino
weather phenomenon created tinder-dry
conditions. The hardest-hit areas were
peatland on Sumatra island and the
Indonesian part of Borneo, which become
highly flammable after being cleared of
vegetation and drained to make way for
palm oil and pulpwood plantations.

‘Peatland’ 
Jakarta in January set up an agency to

oversee the restoration of 2.6 million
hectares roughly the size of Rwanda-of
peat in the next five years to try to prevent
future fires. It is part of a broader push to
stop a repeat of the devastating blazes.
President Joko Widodo has introduced oth-
er measures to protect peatland and
banned the use of new land for palm oil
operations.

Restoration of peat involves damming
enormous canals built to drain the peat,
replanting vegetation and replacing lost

water. Monitoring devices will be installed
in the peat to ensure restoration is being
properly carried out, said Peatland
Restoration Agency head Nazir Foead. “We
are going to install monitoring tools, sen-
sors, that will send us the data real time
through the Internet so companies are fully
aware that their restoration action is being
monitored,” he told AFP in an interview on
Tuesday.

Roughly half the peat earmarked for
restoration is on companies’ concession
land and they are responsible for carrying
out the improvement work, with guidance
from the agency. The agency will restore
peat on government- and community-
owned land. The monitoring stations will
include an underground sensor and rain
gauge to check if peat is retaining water
after rainfall, allowing authorities to work
out whether drainage canals have been
properly closed off.

The sensors will send regular updates to
a control centre near Jakarta which is
linked to government departments, Foead
said. A test monitoring device was installed
on Sumatra last month and the agency
hopes eventually to have hundreds across
the country. Foead conceded that only
“very small steps” had been taken so far in
restoring peat, but was optimistic the body
would be able to fulfill its task. He said he
did not believe 2016 would see a repeat of
last year’s fires as authorities were better
prepared.—AFP

Indonesia plans monitoring 
system to curb choking haze

WASHINGTON: Researchers infected
pregnant monkeys with the Zika virus to
learn how it harms developing fetuses -
and in a highly unusual twist, the public
can get a real-time peek at the findings.
Among the first surprising results: While
most people harbor Zika in their blood-
stream for only a week or so after infec-
tion, the virus lingered in one pregnant
monkey’s blood for 70 days and in another
for 30 days.

A bit of good news: Tests with non-
pregnant monkeys suggest one infection
with Zika protects against a second bout
later on. Rhesus macaque monkeys make
a good model for studying how Zika
infects people,  researchers at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison conclud-
ed Tuesday in Nature Communications.
But what’s novel is that the team is post-
ing its raw data online right away - even
ultrasound images of developing mon-
keys that they acknowledged at the time
“can elicit stronger emotions than looking
at relatively sterile charts” - so that normal-

ly competing research labs can work
together to speed discoveries.

That collaboration will help “use as few
animals as possible to answer important
research questions,” lead researcher David
O’Connor, a pathology professor at UW-
Madison, told reporters. “We hope this will
encourage others to make their data avail-
able in real  t ime to accelerate the
response time to Zika virus and other out-
breaks in the future.” A handful of other
labs have joined in the movement to share
their own data from Zika-infected mon-
keys in real time.

“This is how research should be, espe-
cially for emerging diseases that are caus-
ing so many problems,” said Koen Van
Rompay of the California National Primate
Research Center at the University of
California, Davis. He and O’Connor have
begun consulting to avoid duplicating
experiments. “We are in a race against the
virus, a race against time. We should not
be competing against each other,” Van
Rompay added. — AP 

Study finds Zika infection 
lasts longer in pregnancy

UTAH: The moon rises ahead of the second and final qualification motor (QM-2) test
for the Space Launch System’s booster, at Orbital ATK Propulsion Systems test facili-
ties in Promontory, Utah.—AP

Booster rocket fires in key 
NASA test for Mars missions

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida:  NASA’s fire-
works came early this year with a successful
rocket test in Utah. On Tuesday, NASA fired
a booster intended to hoist astronauts into
true outer space. The ground test lasted the
full two minutes, and the early word is that
everything went well. NASA plans to use
the mega-rocket for trips to Mars in the
2030s. This is the second and final test-fir-
ing of the booster designed for NASA’s
Space Launch System.

The debut launch from Florida’s
Kennedy Space Center in 2018 won’t carry
people. But a few years later, astronauts will
climb aboard for a flight near the moon.
Tuesday’s test was conducted by Orbital
ATK, the NASA contractor that also made

the smaller shuttle boosters for NASA. This
154-foot-long booster was horizontal and
pointing toward a mountain near
Promontory, Utah, when it spewed out
flames and smoke - 3.6 million pounds of
rocket thrust. Each SLS rocket will have two
boosters along with four main engines. 

There ultimately will be 9 million pounds
of thrust at liftoff, considerably more than
the now-retired shuttle, noted former astro-
naut Charles Precourt, an Orbital ATK vice
president. Precourt said the team worked
nonstop over the past five weeks to prepare
for Tuesday’s milestone. “Really a delight,” he
said. Noted NASA human exploration chief
William Gerstenmaier, “We should all enjoy
this moment.”—AP

WASHINGTON: Vice President Joe Biden will
try to give efforts to cure cancer a jolt during a
summit in Washington that’s casting a spot-
light on research and innovative trials taking
place across the country. Scientists, oncolo-
gists, donors and patients planned to gather
yesterday at Howard University for the day-
long event, with thousands more participat-
ing at related events across the country, the
White House said. 

Comedian Carol Burnett, whose daughter
died of cancer, was to introduce Biden and
stay to emcee the summit. For Biden, the con-
ference comes as time is running out to make
good on his pledge to double the rate of
progress toward a cure before leaving office.
After his son, former Delaware Attorney
General Beau Biden, died of brain cancer last
year, the elder Biden announced he wouldn’t
run for president but would spend his remain-
ing months in office on a cancer “moonshot.”

Yet while Biden had hoped to dramatically
boost government activity on cancer, his cam-
paign has run up against the same political
and bureaucratic hurdles that have chal-
lenged other White House priorities. To fund
Biden’s effort, President Barack Obama asked
Congress for $1 billion over two budget years
for research. Only a fraction has been
approved. To that end, Biden has sought to
use the time he has to highlight private and
nonprofit research efforts, while lobbying the
country’s leading cancer institutions to collab-
orate more and better use their resources. 

‘Moonshot’ 
Greg Simon, the head of Biden’s “moon-

shot,” said the government’s role is to harness
“the power of the people of the country by
focusing them on particular problems.”To
illustrate what’s on the cutting edge for can-
cer, the Energy Department and the National

Cancer Institute planned to announce new
programs to analyze cancer data with super-
computers, plus another computing program
teaming up with drug maker GlaxoSmithKline
to speed up drug development. 

IBM was to unveil plans to donate its
Watson supercomputing technology to help
Veterans Affairs ramp up its precision medi-
cine program by sequencing the genomics of
tumors for 10,000 patients over two
years.”Those are the types of partnerships that
really start to push things forward,” IBM
Watson Health Vice President Steve Harvey
said in an interview. “We kind of need each
other in this journey.”—AP

Biden hosting cancer summit 
to try to accelerate research

WASHINGTON: In this photo, Vice President
Joe Biden speaks in Washington.—AP

PARIS: When a female praying mantis bites
the head off her sexual partner, it is proba-
bly not out of anger. According to a study
published yesterday, the mantis’ proclivity
for devouring her mate may have evolved to
better provide for her offspring. In eating
the male, a female ensures he continues to
provide for their progeny even after death-
as food.

“Sexual cannibalism.. .  increases male
investment in offspring,” said William Brown
of  the State  Univers i t y  of  New York  at
Fredonia, who co-authored a paper pub-
lished in the journal Proceedings of the
Royal Society B. For the study, Brown and
Katherine Barry from Australia’s Macquarie
University fed crickets dosed with traceable
radioactive amino acids to male mantises.

They then allowed the spindly insects to
mate. For half the males it turned out to be

their final act, while the lucky rest were res-
cued by their human handlers immediately
after pairing. The scientists tracked the flow
of radioactive proteins through the bodies
of the cannibalistic females, and through
their eggs. In females those who ate their
mates, “there is an increase in the number of
eggs produced subsequent to cannibalism,”
Brown told AFP by email.

A large proportion of the amino acids
were absorbed not  by the female,  but
passed on to the mini mantises. In nature,
male mantises are eaten by females in about
13-28 percent of sexual encounters, accord-
ing to the study. During the mantis mating
season, males can make up as much as 63
percent of the female diet. Such behavior,
said the team, can “be considered an
ex treme case of  male parental  invest-
ment.”—AFP 

Praying mantis
cannibalism explained


